: 

4* 

■  •'Vji; 

i 

' 

■  x 

' ■.-.   *  ^ 

. 

;    . 

*           •  ■  V  * 

* 

? 

.: 

§8K 


■■-■.■:  .Sfr"    - 


BHC*1 


.#:MSW5rtA 


Pdwell  Oeletree 

.—  ... o 


1922-2005 

A  Man  Remembered. 
A  Vision  for  the  Future. 


Consolidate  your  student  loans  today 

and  you  could  enjoy  an  interest  rate 

lower  than  your  GPA. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 
With  interest  rates  at  an  all-time  low, 
you  can  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
rate  and  lower  your 
monthly  note  as  much  as 
50%.  Or,  leave  your 
repayment  terms  intact, 
pay  your  loan  off  early 
and  pocket  the  interest  savings.  With 
no  closing  fees,  credit  checks  or 
income  verification  required,  all  you 
need  to  qualify  for  consolidation  is 
two  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


F.SF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Plan  ning-and-Paying-for-Col  lege 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
Southern  Miss  Alumni,  Education 
Services  Foundation  offers  attractive, 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  to 
those  who  qualify.  These 
industry-leading  benefits 
include:  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically 
deducted  from  your  bank 
account  and  an  additional  1.25% 
reduction  for  36  consecutive  on- 
time  payments.  Give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033,  or  learn  more  about 
the  advantages  of  consolidation  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  Mississippi's  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


)  2003,  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved 
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A  MAN  REMEMBERED 

Ever)'  life  is  similar  in  that  each  has  a  beginning  and  an  end.  The  path  each  takes, 
however,  makes  all  the  difference.  Imagine  if  Powell  Ogletree's  path  never  took  him 
to  Mississippi  Southern  College.  Ogletree  '48,  '51,  who  led  the  Alumni  Association 
for  more  than  three  decades  until  his  retirement  in  1987,  died  in  June  at  his  home  in 
Hattiesburg.  He  was  83. 

A  VISION  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

For  the  dozens  of  alumni  and  fnends  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  have 
already  pledged  their  support  to  restore  and  expand  the  Ogletree  House  the  impetus 
behind  their  contributions  has  been  twofold.  On  one  hand,  the)'  desire  to  honor  their  dear 
friend  Powell  Ogletree  '48,  '51.  On  the  other  hand,  they  want  to  contribute  to  the  future 
of  the  Alumni  Association. 

THE  ATTENTION  GRABBER 

While  Rick  Bice's  work  customarily  gamers  attention  for  his  clients.  Bice  78,  the  co-owner 
of  Bice  Advertising,  is  finding  it  also  brings  a  fair  share  of  recognition  for  himself.  Bice 
Advertising  received  a  top  honor  at  the  2005  Jackson  Advertising  Federations  award  cer- 
emony as  Bice  was  named  Graphic  Designer  of  the  Year  at  the  annual  event. 

THIS  ALUMNUS  COULD  MAKE  IT  ANYWHERE 

Standing  at  well  over  6  feet  tall  and  with  29  Emmys  to  his  credit.  Chuck  Scarborough  '69 
seems  larger  than  life.  In  1974  he  moved  to  New  York  City's  \VNBC.  where  he  eventually 
became  the  highest  salaried  local  news  anchor  in  the  nation.  As  co-anchor  of  the  6  p.m.  and 
1 1  p.m.  news  broadcasts  for  31  years,  he  has  seen  New  York  through  it  all. 

CONFERENCE  USA  FOCUSES  ON  THE  FUTURE 

When  the  Southern  Miss  football  team  opens  its  season  Sunday,  Sept.  4,  the  status  quo 
will  likely  appear  intact  at  first  glance.  Conference  USA  logo?  will  grace  Carlisle-Faulkner 
Field,  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower  will  march  the  sideline  and  a  familiar  rival  will  present  the 
opposition.  Much  will  have  changed,  however. 

NEW  COORDINATORS  CALLING  THE  SHOTS  FOR  GOLDEN  EAGLES 

While  a  revamped  Conference  USA  will  require  Southern  Miss  coaches  make  

tional  preparations  this  year,  early  season  Golden  Eagle  game  film  will  likely  be  a  hot 
commodity  as  well.  The  reason  -  new  coordinators  on  both  sides  ol  the  ball  will  help 
Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower  call  the  shots. 

FRONT  COVER:      Powell  Ogletree  '48,  '5L  provided  leadership  for  the  Alumni  Association  for  more  than 
three  decades.  He  died  in  June  at  the  age  of  S3. 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69.  '80 
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ALUMNI    STAFF  ' 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BOB  PIERCE  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  MARK  BOYLES  73 

MANAGER  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  JIM  COLL  '99 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS  MARCUS  NAUSE  '99,  00 

COORDINATOR  OF  CHAPTER  SERVICES  DAWN  SMITH  '95 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  RENE  TRIGG 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES 

MELISSA  MCDANIEL 

MAIL  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 


ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE  KAY  O'SHAUGHNESSY  '69 
CONTRIBUTING  WRITER  YVONNE  ARNOLD  '90 

ALUMNI    ASSOCIATION    OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT  DANNY  MITCHELL 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  ROSEMARY  AULTMAN 

VICE  PRESIDENT  LOU  ANN  POYTNER 

PAST  PRESIDENT  REX  KELLY 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR  LARRY  WATSON 

SECRETARY/TREASURER  BOB  PIERCE 


WALT  DENTON,  BERNARD  GREEN,  CURT  HEBERT, 

BILLY  HEWES,  SCOTT  LESLIE,  BECKY  MONTAGUE, 

BENNY  WADDLE,  TOM  ANDERSON,  LIBBY  CONDIA, 

PAT  CRUISE,  HARRY  GOFF,  RICKEY  JONES, 

JUDIE  KOCHENOWER,  TONY  PALAZZO, 

ANGELA  HILBUN  COGNEVICH,  MARCUS  KINCAID, 

MARY  ALICE  KIRBY  RICKY  MATHEWS,  MICHAEL  RATLIFR 

LAMAR  REYNOLDS,  DALE  SHEARER 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  SHELBY  THAMES, 
ROBERT  "TOY"  MCLAUGHLIN,  TIM  RYAN,  MACK  GRUBBS, 
RICHARD  GIANNINI,  BRANDON  BELOTE 

For  advertising  information,  contact  Kay  O'Shaghnessy  by  phone, 
(601)  485-6700  or  e-mail  kay@southernmissalumni.com. 

The  Talon  (USPS  652-240)  is  published  quarterly  by 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association, 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

Active  membership  dues  of  $35 

(single  membership)  or  $40  (couple) 

include  subscription 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Marketing  and  Public  Relations,  Kristy  Brown,  Daphne  Alford, 

Dick  Vogel,  Athletic  Media  Relations, 

Hederman  Brothers  Printing  in  Ridgeland,  Miss., 

and  the  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Periodical  postage  paid  at  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

and  at  additional  mailing  offices 

(Approved  January  20, 1955) 

POSTMASTER: 

Send  address  changes  to 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 

(601)  266-5013 

e-mail  alumni@usm.edu 
web  site:  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


Proud  Member  of 


www.conferenceusa.com 

AA/EOE/ADAI 


southern 
mississippi 
•alumni- 


make  a  Permanent 
Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Ahimni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to 
university  guidelines),  entides  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and 
helps  fund  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern 
Miss  community. 


"The  University  afforded  me  an  opportu- 
nity TO  MAKE  A  LIVING,  THEREFORE  I  FEEL 
LIKE  I  SHOULD  GIVE  AS  MUCH  BACK  AS  POS- 
SIBLE. That  is  why  I  became  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association." 

James  Ray  Carpenter  'SO 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


For  almost  a  year,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  been  planning  an  exciting  venture  that 
will  affect  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for  decades  to  come.  Today,  we  are  honored  to  share 
these  plans  with  you.  With  your  help,  this  groundbreaking  initiative  will  return  the  home  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  the  Ogletree  House,  to  the  stature  it  held  when  it  was  built  in  1912  as  the  institutions  presidents 
home  and  expand  the  facility  to  be  more  functional  than  ever. 

The  plan  is  to  restore  completely  the  building  to  its  initial  state  while  adding  an  expansion  that  will  almost 
double  the  size  of  the  original  president's  home.  It  is  truly  an  ambitious  project  that  is  estimated  to  cost  more 
than  $3  million.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  project  that  needs  to  be  done,  that  should  be  done  and  that  will  be 
done.  The  building  is  a  symbol  of  all  that  is  good  about  Southern  Miss:  her  history,  her  legacy  her  alumni 
and  her  bright  future.  The  building  needs  to  be  restored,  but,  more  importantly,  all  that  it  stands  for  deserves 
to  be  elevated  to  a  new  level  of  greatness. 

On  June  11,  this  essential  project  for  the  future  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  took  on 
even  more  significance  with  the  passing  of  longtime  Alumni  Association  Director  Powell  Ogletree.  The 
news  of  Powell's  death  touched  us  all  as  we  remembered  a  great  man  who  made  significant  contribu- 
tions to  the  course  of  our  wonderful  institution.  In  the  following  pages,  you  will  read  about  Powell  and 
his  service  to  the  University,  and  you  will  recall  with  fondness,  just  as  we  have,  all  he  did  to  support 
Southern  Miss.  Powell  was  indeed  a  man  of  energy  and  passion,  a  man  of  sacrifice  and  faithfulness,  a 
man  of  service  and  a  man  of  integrity.  He  will  be  sorely  missed,  but  his  memory  lives  on  in  many  ways, 
including  the  building  that  bears  his  name. 


The  plan  was  to  have  Powell  serve  as  the  honorary  chair  of  the  campaign,  an  appointment  he  accepted 
shortly  before  his  untimely  death.  With  his  passing,  the  commitment  of  the  Association  leadership  to  com- 
plete this  project  was  bolstered  to  ensure  the  Ogletree  House  remains  worthy  of  its  namesake  and  his  place 
in  Southern  Miss  history. 

You  will  hear  more  about  the  campaign  over  the  course  of  this  fiscal  year.  An  impressive  campaign  com- 
mittee has  been  formed  to  spearhead  the  effort.  A  campaign  kickoff  banquet  was  held  on  July  28  and  more 
than  $900,000  has  already  been  committed  to  the  campaign.  We  want  all  of  our  alumni,  especially  active 
Association  members  like  you,  to  participate  in  this  project.  Make  sure  you  review  and  consider  these 
opportunities  to  participate,  and  then  please  do  so. 

There  is  no  arguing  that  the  University's  alumni  are  one  of  its  most  important  assets.  This  campaign  will 
result  in  an  outstanding  facility  of  which  all  Southern  Miss  alumni  can  be  proud.  You  deserve  that  as  loyal 
alumni,  Powell  Ogletree  deserves  that,  and  perhaps  most  importantly,  the  University  itself  deserves  that.  We 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 

Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Campaign  Co-Chair 


Lou  Ann  Poynter 
Campaign  Co-Chair 


SUMMI  ? 


Your  #  I  Source  for 
Southern  Miss  Apparel  &  Gifts 

Russell  Athletic 
Cutter  and  Buck 
Ashworth 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 


Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  Main  Entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 

Call  1-888-712-5083 

Shop  Online        www.campusbookmart.com 


EVENTS 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni  a  usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  forthe  most  up-to-date  calendar. 
All  eventsare  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  (601)  266-5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


Lady  Eagle  Soccer  at  Mississippi 
Valley  State  •  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  UC  Irvine 
Tournament  •  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  UC  Irvine 
Tournament  •  4/7  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Football  vs.  Tulane 
M.M.  Roberts 
Stadium  •  3  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Soccer 

at  Murray  State  •  Noon 

Theatre  presents  The  Last  Night 
at  Ballyhoo 
Tickets  $  12/$  10/$6 

Lady  Eagle  Soccer  vs.  North  Florida 
USM  Soccer  and  Track 
Complex  •  4  p.m. 


8-11, 

14-16, 

18 


10 


10 


Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  Western 
Illinois  Tournament  •  4  p.m. 

Gulf  Coast  Southern 
Miss  Football  Drawdown 
Old  Biloxi  Community 
Center  •  5  p.m. 
Grand  Prize  -  $4,000 
Call  (228)  388-8200  for 
ticket  information. 


'§ 


Southern  Miss  Football 
at  Alabama 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
6:45  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  Western 
Illinois  Tournament  •  1/7:30  p.m. 


11  Lady  Eagle  Soccer  at  Centenary 

I  p.m. 

13  Mitchell  Gaudet's  Studio  Inferno 

Glass  Exhibition  (9/13  - 10/8) 
Museum  of  Art/Free  Admission 
Opening  Reception  -  September 
15,  4  p.m. 
For  information,  call  (601)  266-5200. 

16  Lady  Eagle  Soccer  at  Samford 
7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  South 
Alabama  Tournament  •  7  p.m. 

17  Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 
McNeese  St, 

M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  •  6  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  South 
Alabama  Tournament 

II  a.m./4  p.m. 

19  MVP  at  Chesterfield's  Restaurant, 

Hattiesburg  •  Fund-raising  event 
for  the  Southern  Mississippi 
Symphony  Orchestra  •  11  a.m.-10 
p.m.  •  For  more  information  call 
(601)266-4001 

18  Lady  Eagle  Soccer  at  Jacksonville 
State  •  1  p.m. 

23  Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  Tulsa  •  1  p.m. 

Choral  Activities  presents  VoxOne  in 

Concert 

Bennett  Auditorium  •  7:30  p.m. 

24  Southern  Miss  Football  at  Houston 
6  p.m. 


25  Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  SMU 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  •  1  p.m. 

25  Lady  Eagle  Soccer  at  Louisiana  Tech 

1  p.m. 

27  Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  UCF  •  4  pm. 

30         Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  Memphis 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  •  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Soccer  at  UCF 
5:30  p.m. 


1  Southern  Miss  Football  at  East 
Carolina  •  5  p.m. 

2  Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  UAB 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  •  2  p.m. 

4  Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  Southeast 

Louisiana  •  6  p.m. 

Symphony  Concert    fc( 
with  Joshua  Bell 
Bennett  Auditorium 
•  7:30  p.m. 

6-7,  9,  Theatre  presents  Scapin 
12-14,  Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre 
16  Tickets  $12/$10/$6 

7  Lady  Eagle  Soccer  at  UTEP  •  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  at  Marshall 
6  p.m. 

8  Southern  Miss  Football  vs.  Tulsa 
M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  •  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Softball  hosts  Southern 
Miss  Fall  Tournament 


15        mmmm 

Southern  Miss  Football 
vs  UFC  •  6  p.m. 


2005  EAGLE  LANDINGS 

Brought  to  you  by  Shadow 

Ridge  Golf  Club  ShadowRidge 

September  10  •  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Alabama 

Location:  Behind  the  Sigma  Nu  fraternity 

house  on  the  north  side  of  University  Boulevard 

(behind  the  UPS  Store  off  Campus  Drive) 

Menu:  Mugshot's  Hamburgers. 

Time:  Tailgating  starts  at  4:15  p.m.,  with 

kickoff  set  for  6:45  p.m. 

September  24  •  Houston,  Texas 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Houston 

Location:  Tailgate  Village  on  the  west  side 

of  Robertson  Stadium  along  Scott  Street  in 

the  parking  lot  next  to  the  red  pavilions 

Menu:  Tex-Mex 

Time:  Tailgating  starts  at  3:30  p.m.,  with 

kickoff  set  for  6  p.m. 

October  21  •  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  UAB 

Location:  Red-roofed  pavilion  on  the  east 

side  of  the  Legion  Field  grounds 

Menu:  Barbeque 

Time:  Tailgating  starts  at  4:30  p.m.,  with 

kickoff  set  for  7  p.m. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


The  Alumni  Association  has  launched 
a  $3  million  campaign  to  fund  the  res- 
toration and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree 
House.  How  well  do  you  know  its  his- 
tory? Test  your  knowledge. 


1)  In  what  year  did  the  facility  open  its  doors? 

2)  The  Ogletree  House  is  one  of  five  original  buildings 
remaining  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Can  you  name  the 
other  four? 

3)  The  Ogletree  House  was  home  to  five  of  the  institu- 
tion's presidents.  Can  you  name  them? 

4)  The  Ogletree  House  was  named  for  Powell  Ogletree, 
who  led  the  Alumni  Association  for  more  than  three 
decades,  shortly  after  his  retirement.  In  what  year  was 
the  alumni  house  dedicated  the  Ogletree  House? 

Answers  on  Page  53 


summer  :*: 


"It's  Great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle! 

By  JIM  COLL  '99 

Editor's  Note:  Quotations  and  much  of  the  information  referenced 
concerning  the  early  years  of  Powell  Ogletree's  life  were  referenced 
from  the  hook  "An  Oral  History  with  Powell  G.  Oglctree,"  an  exten- 
sive interview  of  Ogletree  by  Charles  Bolton. 

very  life  is  similar  in  that  each  has  a  beginning  and  an  end.  The 
path  each  takes,  however,  makes  all  the  difference.  Imagine  if 
Powell  Ogletree's  path  never  took  him  to  Mississippi  Southern 
College.  Would  there  even  be  a  University  of  Southern  Mississippi? 

Ogletree,  who  led  the  Alumni  Association  for  more  than  three 
decades  until  his  retirement  in  1987,  died  in  June  at  his  home  in 
Hattiesburg.  He  was  83. 

What  if?  It  is  a  question  frequently  asked. 

What  if  a  Greenwood  superintendent  had  been  more  persistent 
in  his  efforts  to  retain  Ogletree,  who  opted  to  return  to  Hattiesburg 
as  executive  secretary  of  the  Alumni  Association?  What  if  Ogletree's 
response  to  a  generous  offer  from  the  superintendent  had  been  much 
different  than  one  that  displayed  his  passion  for  his  alma  mater? 

"Til  make  you  supervising  principal  of  all  the  schools  in 
Greenwood,'  he  said."  Ogletree  recalled.  "'You'll  always  be  alumni 
secretary.'  And  I  said,  '1  probably  will,  but  that's  my  alma  mater 
and  I  want  to  go  back  and  serve  it.'" 

But  while  it  may  be  interesting  to  ask  what  if,  perhaps  it  is  more  impor- 
tant to  be  thankful  for  what  is.  The  path  of  Powell  Ogletree's  life  made 
him  one  of  the  most  important  people  in  Southern  Miss  history 

Very  few  individuals  are  as  woven  into  the  fabric  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  as  is  Powell  Ogletree.  His  thumbprint  can  be 
seen  on  most  of  the  watershed  events  that  affected  the  future  of  the 
institution.  During  his  34-year  tenure  with  the  University,  he  played 
a  key  role  as  Mississippi  Normal  College  gained  university  status 
and  became  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi;  the  institution's 
athletic  teams  became  known  as  the  Golden  Eagles;  and  the  USM 
Foundation,  the  University's  fund-raising  arm,  was  established,  as 
was  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  Ogletree  also  was  instrumental  in  the 
building  of  a  new  home  for  the  University's  president. 

"When  thinking  about  the  individuals  who  have  had  the  greatest  influ- 
ence on  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  Powell  Ogletree  has  to 
be  one  of  those  at  the  top  of  the  list,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  "He  was  truly  an  integral  component  of  the 
development  and  growth  of  this  wonderful  institution.  Southern  Miss 


could  not  be  what  it  is  today  without  the  work  of  Powell  Ogletree.  He 
will  be  truly  missed." 

Make  no  mistake,  Ogletree's  service  to  the  community  was  not 
limited  to  the  University,  however.  For  more  than  50  years  he  was  an 
active  member  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hattiesburg.  He  served  five 
terms  as  chainnan  of  the  deacons,  director  of  Sunday  school,  director 
of  church  training  and  director  of  brotherhood.  He  chaired  the  year- 
long celebration  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  church  in  1984.  He 
also  served  as  moderator  of  the  Lebanon  Baptist  Association  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention's  board  from  1973- 
86.  Later,  he  became  a  member  of  University  Baptist  Church. 

The  Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg  and  Rotary  District  6840,  was  a  pri- 
mary service  area  as  well.  He  served  two  terms  as  president  of  the  local 
club  in  1965-66  and  again  in  1966-67;  was  named  a  Paul  Harris  Fellow 
and  Benefactor;  and  was  honored  as  winner  of  the  Hannah  Plaque  for 
"Best  Rotarian"  four  times.  He  also  served  as  the  district's  governor  for 
two  years  in  1979-80  and  1988-89.  Recently,  he  was  honored  with  the 
Distinguished  Service  Award  for  2004-2005. 

While  many  of  Ogletree's  accomplishments  have  been  docu- 
mented in  recent  years,  to  gain  a  full  grasp  of  his  story  -  as  well  as 
that  of  the  University's  -  one  must  look  back  more  than  80  years. 

Ogletree  was  born  near  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  where  his  father  operated 
a  sawmill.  Ogletree's  young  life  was  spent  farming  cotton,  corn,  peanuts 
and  cattle.  The  family  moved  often,  following  the  available  timber. 

"Back  then  you'd  cut  up  the  timber,  you'd  saw  it  up  and  then 
move  to  another  place,"  Ogletree  said. 

Following  his  years  at  Linwood  High  School  -  where  he  was 
part  of  a  graduating  class  of  17  -  Ogletree  entered  Mississippi 
Southern  College  as  a  freshman  in  1941,  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  brother  Billy,  a  1932  graduate  of  State  Teacher's  College. 
Some  two  decades  following  Powell  Ogletree's  first  days  as  a  stu- 
dent, he  would  play  a  key  role  as  Mississippi  Southern  College 
would  become  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

As  a  student,  Ogletree  worked  with  the  physical  plant.  When 
three  of  four  members  of  his  crew  left  the  University  after  Pearl 
Harbor,  Ogletree  picked  up  extra  duties. 

"In  winter  and  spring  (quarters),  I  mowed  the  lawns,"  he  said. 
"I  got  up  at  six  o'clock  and  opened  all  the  buildings  on  campus. 
There  were  only  six  or  seven  at  the  time,  all  of  them  I  opened. 
And  then  at  night,  at  10  o'clock  I  closed.  I  went  back  and  cleaned 
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Powell  Ogletree 
served  as  editor 
of  The  Student 
Printz  as  a  student 
in  the  1940s. 


I960'. 


Powell  Ogletree  led  the 
Alumni  Association  for 
more  than  30  years.  At  left, 
Ogletree  shares  a  copy  of 
-  USM  Alumni  News  (which 
later  became  The  Talon)  with  Bertha  Fritzsche, 
chairman  of  the  Division  of  Home  Economics. 
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Powell  Ogletree 

retired  as  director 

of  the  Alumni 

Association  in  1987. 


up  the  old  library,  which  is  now  student  services  (Kennard- 
Washington  Hall)." 

But  Ogletree,  like  so  many  others,  was  drafted  into  military 
service  during  World  War  II.  Eleven  months  later,  he  landed  in 
North  Africa. 

"We  went  out  and  struck  up  our  pup  tents  in  the  area,  and  the 
Nazis  greeted  us  that  night  by  bombing  us,"  Ogletree  said.  "So  we 
started  digging  holes  and  trenches  to  get  in  those." 

Later,  Ogletree,  a  sergeant  major,  and  his  unit  headed  to  Italy,  neat- 
Naples,  and  set  up  camp  at  a  farm. 

"We  took  the  mans  home  and  worked  it  over,  and  that  was 
our  office  set  up,"  Ogletree  said.  "And  then  we  took  a  barn... we 
cleaned  it  out,  and  that  was  where  we  had  our  beds... So  it  was 
first  class  compared  to  what  we'd  been  having  in  Africa. 

"We  were  a  service  unit  of  the  15th  Air  Force,"  he  continued.  "Our 
people  kept  the  planes  flying.  They'd  get  up  and  leave  about  four  o'clock. 
They'd  fly  out  of  there  in  the  morning,  go  over  to  Austria  and  Germany, 
in  that  area,  bombing.  They'd  come  back;  some  of  them  wouldn't  come 
back.  But  some  of  them  would  come  back  just  torn  to  pieces,  and  our 
people  would  repair  those  planes  and  get  them  back  in  the  air." 

In  1946  Ogletree  returned  to  Mississippi  Southern  College.  He 
majored  in  social  studies,  served  as  editor  of  The  Student  Printz,  was 
president  of  the  International  Relations  Club  and  the  Baptist  Student 
Union,  and  was  vice  chair  of  the  Southern  Christian  Federation.  He 
graduated  in  1948. 

During  that  time,  his  relationship  with  Frances  Townsend,  who 
was  also  a  Mississippi  Southern  College  student,  developed.  One 
week  after  Powell's  graduation,  the  couple  was  married.  They 
moved  to  Monticello,  and  then  to  Greenwood,  where  Powell  was 
a  school  teacher  and  then  a  principal.  Then  in  1952,  Mississippi 
Southern  College  President  Robert  C.  Cook  offered  Ogletree  the 
opportunity  to  return  to  his  alma  mater  as  secretary  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  Ogletree  accepted,  and  he  would  eventually  serve 
under  four  presidents,  Cook,  Richard  McLemore,  William  McCain 
and  Aubrey  Lucas. 

The  Greenwood  superintendent  tried  to  retain  him,  but  Ogletree's 
heart,  as  he  would  show  numerous  times  over  the  next  50-plus 
years,  was  in  Hattiesburg. 

"So  on  the  17th  day  of  June  1953,  (we)  moved  back  here.  And 
the  22nd  day  of  June  1953  I  started  work  as  alumni  secretary." 

From  humble  beginnings,  Ogletree  helped  build  the  Alumni 
Association  to  the  organization  it  is  today. 

Then,  there  were  records  on  3,200  former  students,  50  paid  alumni 
members,  no  organized  chapters,  and  financial  assets  of  $55.86.  When 
he  retired  on  Oct.  31, 1987,  there  were  records  on  59,000  alumni,  more 
than  17,500  active  members  of  the  Association,  60  organized  chapters 
and  assets  exceeding  $600,000. 

"We  had  3,200  cards,  name  and  address,  in  the  office  that  I  came 
to,"  Ogletree  said.  "It  was  10  foot  by  22  feet  over  in  College  Hall. 
That's  where  they  put  me.  Had  an  addressograph  and  a  secretary 
when  I  came  in.  They  provided  a  secretary  So  I  immediately  started 
trying  to  build  a  record  system." 

Over  the  years,  Ogletree  would  not  only  build  a  record  system  for  the 
Alumni  Association,  but  help  build  a  university    He  was  instrumental 


in  the  institution  gaining  university  status.  He  helped  set  up  the  USM 
Foundation.  He  helped  raise  funds  for  the  presidents  new  home  and 
numerous  other  buildings.  He  played  a  part  in  the  nickname  change  to 
Golden  Eagles.  Quite  simply,  he  did  all  he  could  for  more  than  30  years. 

But  a  large  portion  of  his  early  years  as  alumni  secretary  were  spent 
on  the  road,  both  soliciting  potential  donors  and  recruiting  students. 

"I  wore  out  several  cars  on  the  road  back  then,"  he  said. 

Despite  the  hard  work,  Ogletree  remembered  those  early  years  as  some 
of  the  most  rewarding. 

"Complete  cooperation  and  support,"  Ogletree  said.  "It  was  a 
time  when  you  could  rally  people.  Now  you  can't  rally  them  like 
that.  But  we  rallied  people  so  many  times,  and  it  was  wonderful 
and  great  things  happened." 

Throughout  the  years,  Ogletree's  love  for  the  institution  was  evident. 
Whether  he  greeted  a  passerby  with  a  simple  "Hello"  or  his  trademark 
phrase  "It's  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle!"  there  was  passion  m  his  voice. 

Upon  his  retirement,  the  University  dedicated  a  building  on 
campus  in  his  honor.  The  Ogletree  House,  formerly  the  University's 
president's  home,  currently  houses  Alumni  Association  operations. 
The  University  set  Nov.  7,  1987,  as  Powell  Ogletree  Day. 

Ogletree  is  survived  by  wife  Frances  of  Hattiesburg;  three  children. 
Frances  Bess  Palmer  of  Tyler,  Texas,  Powell  G  Ogletree  Jr.  of  Brandon, 
Miss.,  and  Billy  T  Ogletree  of  Silva,  N.C.;  and  five  grandchildren. 
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or  the  dozens  of  alumni  and  friends  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
who  have  already  pledged  their  sup- 
port to  restore  and  expand  the  Ogletree 
House  the  impetus  behind  their  contributions 
has  been  two-fold. 

On  one  hand,  they  desire  to  honor  their  dear 
friend,  Powell  Ogletree  '48,  '51,  who  headed 
the  University's  Alumni  Association's  opera- 
tions for  more  than  three  decades.  Ogletree 
died  in  June  at  the  age  of  83. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  want  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  future  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
as  part  of  a  $3  million  campaign  that  would 
fund  the  restoration  and  expansion  of  the 
Ogletree  House,  which  houses  the  offices  of 
the  Alumni  Association. 

Campaign  co-chairs  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas 
and  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  along  with  Alumni 
Association  President  Danny  Mitchell, 
announced  the  new  venture  in  July. 

"The  Ogletree  House  is  a  historic  building 
on  the  USM  campus,  and  its  restoration  and 
expansion  will  prepare  it  for  another  century 
of  useful  and  significant  service,"  said  Lucas, 
president  emeritus  of  the  University.  "The 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  which  it 
houses,  plays  a  strategic  role  in  promoting 


The  Ogletree  House  Campaign  Committee  held  its  first  meeting  earlier  this  summer. 

THE  CAMPAIGN  FOR  THE  RESTORATION  AND 
EXPANSION  OF  THE  OGLETREE  HOUSE  COMMITTEE 


Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas 

Campaign  Co-Chair 

Mr.  Mark  Cumbest 
Dr.  Lamar  Gillespie 

Mr.  Curt  Hebert 
Mr.  Rex  Kelly 

Mr.  Bob  Mixon 
Mr.  Jeffrey  O'Keefe 


Ms.  Lou  Ann  Poynter 

Campaign  Co-Chair 

Dr.  Eugene  Owens 

Ms.  Liz  Payne 

Ms.  Susan  Riley 

Mr.  Ken  Shearer 

Mr.  Ralph  Simmons 

Ms.  Bonnie  Warren 
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The  Ogletree  House,  shown  at  left  in 
the  1920s,  is  one  of  the  five  original 
buildings  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus, 
dating  back  to  the  institution's  opening 
in  1912. 
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and  protecting  our  University.  This  mission  will  be  more 
effectively  accomplished  in  this  much-improved  facility." 

"The  restoration  and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House 
honors  one  of  our  University's  most  faithful  sons,  Powell  G. 
Ogletree,  whose  loyalty  to  his  alma  mater  is  a  superb  example 
for  all  alumni,"  he  added. 

Ogletree  is  credited  with  building  the  Alumni  Association 
into  one  of  the  top  alumni  associations  in  the  country.  During 
his  tenure  of  leadership,  the  Alumni  Association  grew  from 
150  dues-paying  alumni  members  to  more  than  17,500 
active  members.  Additionally,  Ogletree  had  a  hand  in  many  of 
the  defining  events  in  Southern  Miss  history,  among  them  the 
institutions  transition  to  university  status,  the  mascot  name 
change  to  Golden  Eagles  and  the  establishment  of  the  USM 
Foundation  and  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment in  1987,  the  University  named  the  Ogletree  House  in 
his  honor. 

Poynter  says  the  project  to  restore  and  expand  the  struc- 
ture is  both  a  fitting  tribute  to  Ogletree  and  necessary  for  the 
Alumni  Association  to  continue  to  operate  efficiently. 

"I  am  honored  to  serve  with  Dr.  Lucas  as  co-chair  of  this 
most  worthwhile  campaign  to  restore  the  Ogletree  House, 
one  of  our  University's  real  treasures,"  said  Poynter,  who  like 
Lucas  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association's  Hall  of  Fame. 
"With  its  rich  history  and  prominent  location  on  campus,  the 
Ogletree  House  is  a  perfect  home  for  our  Alumni  Association. 
This  campaign  will  not  only  provide  funds  for  much-needed 
repairs  to  preserve  the  original  building  but  will  also  allow 
us  to  add  more  functional  space  to  meet  the  growing  needs 
of  the  Association." 

The  Albert  &  Associates  Architects'  design  would  greatly 
expand  the  size  of  the  93-year-old  existing  structure,  which  is 
one  of  the  campus'  five  original  buildings,  from  6,500  square 
feet  to  more  than  10,000.  Alumni  Association  Executive 
Director  Bob  Pierce  says  the  Association  projects  the  cam- 
paign to  conclude  in  June  2006  with  construction  beginning 
in  January  2007. 

While  the  public  phase  of  the  campaign  began  July  29, 
Lucas  announced  that  more  than  $750,000  had  already  been 
committed  to  the  campaign  during  its  silent  phase,  includ- 
ing a  lead  gift  from  Poynter  and  her  husband  Louis;  a  major 
gift  from  Ralph  T  Simmons  of  Laurel;  and  additional  sup- 
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Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter,  center  and  right,  have  contributed  the  lead 
gift  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 

For  Lou  Ann  Poynter  '69,  70  and  her  husband 
Louis  '91,  the  decision  to  contribute  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign's  lead  gift  was  made  with  both 
heart  and  head. 

"From  a  personal  perspective,  Louis  and  I  con- 
sidered a  number  of  factors  in  deciding  to  make 
our  gift,"  Lou  Ann  said.  "Both  of  us,  as  well  as 
our  daughter  Melissa,  are  graduates  of  Southern 
Miss,  and  we  are  thankful  that  we  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  back  to  the  University  that  educated 
us  and  prepared  us  for  our  business  careers. 
When  and  how  to  make  a  contribution,  however, 
was  a  dilemma,  and  we  thought  long  and  hard 
about  whether  making  a  significant  contribution 
to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  would  be  the 
best  use  of  our  money." 

"We  decided  that  by  contributing  to  this  cam- 
paign we  are  making  an  investment  in  a  stron- 
ger, more  effective  Alumni  Association  that  will 
be  positioned  to  develop  that  loyal  supportive 
alumni  base  that  will  carry  the  University  into 
the  future,"  she  added. 

The  multipurpose  room  in  the  new  facility 
will  be  named  after  Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter. 
Lou  Ann,  who  served  as  Senior  Executive  Vice 
President  and  head  of  the  Mortgage  Banking 
Division  of  Union  Planters  Bank,  N.A.  prior  to 
her  retirement  in  July  2004,  is  co-chair  of  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  and  vice  president  of 
the  Alumni  Association. 


porting  gifts  from  Bobby  and  Betty  Chain,  Lamar  and 
Joy  Gillespie,  Curt  and  Virginia  Hebert,  Mark  and  Olga 
Jackson,  Jeffrey  and  Lynn  O'Keefe,  Danny  and  Patty 
Mitchell,  Bob  and  Kristi  Pierce,  Ken  and  Carolyn  Shearer 
and  Lawrence  and  Bonnie  Warren. 

The  multipurpose  room  in  the  new  facility  will  be 
named  after  Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter,  while  the 
kitchen  will  be  named  the  Ralph  T  Simmons  and  Linnie 
Cockrell  Simmons  Kitchen  in  honor  of  Simmons  and  his 
mother. 

"We  decided  that  by  contributing  to  this  campaign  we 
are  making  an  investment  in  a  stronger,  more  effective 
Alumni  Association  that  will  be  positioned  to  develop 
that  loyal  supportive  alumni  base  that  will  carry  the 
University  into  the  future,"  Lou  Ann  Poynter  said. 

Simmons,  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  in 
1974-1975  and  a  member  of  the  campaign  committee, 
said  he  pledged  his  support  for  a  number  of  reasons. 

"First,  I  wanted  to  honor  my  mother,  and  many  of  my 
fondest  memories  of  my  mother  are  of  her  cooking," 
Simmons  said.  "Second,  it  perpetuates  the  memory  of 
Powell  G.  Ogletree.  Third,  it  reaffirms  my  support  for 
the  leadership  of  the  Alumni  Association,  which  has 
been  outstanding  through  the  years,  starting  with  Powell 
Ogletree,  then  Ron  Phillips  and  now  Bob  Pierce." 

While  the  gift  announcements  provide  evidence  that 
the  campaign  is  off  to  a  solid  start,  Pierce  stresses  that 
several  naming  opportunities  are  still  available.  The 
Alumni  Association  is  encouraging  gifts  ranging  from 
$250  to  the  previously  committed  lead  gift.  Brick  pavers 
will  comprise  part  of  a  courtyard  on  the  north  side  of  the 
facility,  and  donors  at  the  $250  and  $500  levels  can  per- 
manently affix  their  names  to  the  campus  home  by  per- 
sonalizing their  bricks.  Also,  contributors  who  donate 
at  least  $1,000  will  be  recognized  on  a  cumulative  donor 
plaque  to  be  displayed  at  the  facility.  Donations  of 
$25,000  or  more  will  allow  the  contributor  to  name  one 
of  12  offices,  and  donations  of  $100,000  or  more  will 
have  additional  naming  opportunities. 

For  additional  campaign  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013  or  visit  www. 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


The  Ogletree  House 


The  Ogletree  House  was  orig- 
inally built  as  the  President's 
Home  for  Mississippi  Normal 
College.  At  a  cost  of  $18,000, 
it  was  opened  in  1912  and  is 
one  of  the  five  original  buildings 
remaining  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  The 
building  served  as  the  home  for 
the  first  five  presidents  of  the 
institution  until  1975. 
In  1976,  the  Alumni  Association,  utilizing  a  campaign  chaired 
by  Hattiesburg  physician  Lamar  Gillespie  and  with  the  faithful  ser- 
vice of  then  Alumni  Director  Powell  Ogletree,  launched  an  effort  to 
raise  $200,000  to  build  a  new  home  for  the  University's  president. 
Given  that  the  Alumni  Association  would  generate  the  funding  for 
a  new  presidents  home,  the  University  allocated  the  existing  struc- 
ture to  the  Alumni  Association  for  use  as  the  new  Alumni  House. 
The  Association  moved  from  its  offices  in  the  Student  Union  (now 
McLemore  Hall)  into  the  Alumni  House  in  November  1975. 

Later,  on  August  20,  1987,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning,  commonly  known  as  the  College 
Board,  approved  a  request  from  then  Southern  Miss  President 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  to  have  the  facility  named  the  Ogletree  House  in 
honor  of  Powell  G.  Ogletree  who  had  announced  his  retirement 
from  the  University  effective  October  31,  1987.  The  Ogletree  House 
was  dedicated  on  November  7,  1987,  honoring  Powell's  34  years  of 
service  to  Southern  Miss  as  director  of  alumni  relations. 

Through  the  years,  the  Ogletree  House  has  been  refurbished 
and  expanded.  However,  none  of  these  modifications  compares  to 
what  is  currently  being  undertaken  -  a  $3  million  full  restoration 
and  expansion  that  would  restore  the  Ogletree  House  to  its  initial 
state  and  also  almost  double  its  original  square  footage.  The  new 
Ogletree  House  will  include  a  large  new  room  for  Board  and  com- 
mittee meetings  and  other  functions,  new  offices,  a  new  courtyard, 
much  needed  storage  space,  new  restrooms  to  accommodate  large 
groups,  a  renovated  kitchen,  and  other  work  spaces  for  use  by  the 
Association  staff,  volunteer  leadership,  and  alumni  at  large. 

Today,  the  wear  and  tear  on  this  93-year-old  historical  structure 
is  almost  immediately  evident  as  you  enter  the  facility.  However, 
the  building  is  a  symbol  of  all  that  is  good  about  Southern  Miss: 
her  history,  her  legacy,  her  alumni,  her  bright  future.  The  building 
needs  to  be  restored,  but,  more  importantly,  all  that  it  stands  for 
deserves  to  be  elevated  to  a  new  level  of  greatness. 


Each  year  the  Ogletree  House  is  decorated  for 
the  holidays. 


Extensive  cleanup  efforts 

were  necessary  in  front  of 

the  Ogletree  House  after 

Hurricane  Camille  ripped 

through  the  Gulf  Coast  and  the 

Hattiesburg  campus  in  1969. 


THE  OGLETKEE 
HOUSE  CAMPAIGN 

CONTRIBUTORS  THROUGH 
AUGUST  15,  2005 


Lead  Gift 

Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


Special  Gifts 


Ralph  T.  Simmons 
Thad  and  Gerry  Waites 


Laurel,  Mississippi 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


Sponsor  Gifts 


Bobby  and  Betty  Chain 
Lamar  and  Joy  Gillespie 
Curt  and  Virginia  Hebert 
Bob  &  Judy  Mixon 
Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg 


Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 
Mandeville,  Louisiana 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


Platinum  Participating  Gifts 

Mark  and  Olga  Jackson  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Ed  and  Lynda  Langton  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Aubrey  and  Ella  Lucas  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Danny  and  Patty  Mitchell  Brandon,  Mississippi 

Jeffrey  and  Lynn  O'Keefe  Biloxi,  Mississippi 

Bob  and  Kristi  Pierce  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Ken  and  Carolyn  Shearer  Ridgeland,  Mississippi 

Bonnie  and  Lawrence  Warren  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


Gold  &  Silver  Participating  Gifts 


Lucy  Jack  and  Walt  Denton 
Ray  and  Jo  Anne  Sims 
Silvia  and  William  Teasley 
Shelby  and  Shirley  Thames 


Biloxi,  Mississippi 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Canton,  Georgia 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


The  kitchen  at  the  new  facility  will  be  named  after  Ralph  Simmons, 
right,  and  his  mother  Linnie  Cockrell  Simmons. 

As  Ralph  Simmons  '54  browsed  through  nam- 
ing opportunities  for  the  newly-proposed  resto- 
ration and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House,  one 
room  jumped  from  the  list.  As  a  donor  at  the 
Special  Gift  level,  Simmons  had  the  opportunity 
to  name  the  executive  directors  office,  the  entry- 
way  foyer,  the  courtyard  fountain,  or  kitchen. 

He  chose  the  kitchen.  And  while  Simmons  is 
the  first  to  admit  that  may  seem  odd  to  others, 
he  had  a  perfect  reason  for  doing  so. 

"I  wanted  to  honor  my  mother,  and  many  of 
my  fondest  memories  of  my  mother  are  of  her 
cooking,"  Simmons  said. 

The  kitchen  will  be  named  the  Ralph  T. 
Simmons  and  Linnie  Cockrell  Simmons  Kitchen 
in  honor  of  Simmons  and  his  mother. 

Simmons,  who  served  as  president  of  the 
Association  in  1974-1975,  is  a  member  of  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  Committee. 

"This  campaign  is  long  overdue,"  Simmons 
said.  "The  Powell  Ogletree  Alumni  House  is  a 
historic  building  on  campus  and  the  focal  point 
for  alumni  when  they  return  to  the  University. 
Currently,  there  is  not  an  adequate-sized  meeting 
room  for  alumni  group  gatherings,  and  the  office 
space  is  not  suitable  for  the  Alumni  Association 
staff  to  operate  efficiently." 


,*ssi 


The  Ogletree  House's 
appearance  has  changed 
very  little  in  more  than  90 
years. 


Tomorrow 

When  complete  in  2008  die  Ogletree 
House  'will  be  nearly  double  the  size 
of  the  existing  structure. 
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President  Granted  One-Year  Extension 


University  President  Shelby  Thames  has  been  granted  a  one- 
year  contract  extension,  the  states  College  Board  has  announced, 
allowing  him  to  continue  in  his  current  role  until  May  20,  2007. 
At  that  time,  he  will  return  to  the  School  of  Polymers  and  High 
Performance  Materials  as  a  distinguished  research  professor. 

The  announcement  came  after  a  brief  period  of  heightened 
speculation  as  the  Board  met  privately  to  discuss  Thames'  role  in 
the  University's  future.  His  original  four-year  contract  was  set  to 
expire  in  May  2006. 

"The  Board  understands  and  accepts  his  desire  to  return  to  his 
first  love,  the  polymer  science  lab,"  a  statement  released  by  the  Board 
said.  "In  the  next  two  years,  Dr.  Thames  will  focus  his  presidency  on 
the  successful  resolution  of  accreditation  issues,  on  externally  funded 
research  and  programmatic  expansions,  and  on  the  monitoring  and 
completion  of  several  capital  improvement  projects." 

Thames  became  president  of  the  University  in  May  2002,  replac- 
ing Horace  Fleming,  who  was  also  offered  a  one-year  extension  by 
the  Board  during  his  embattled  tenure,  but  chose  to  resign  instead. 

In  releasing  his  own  statement,  Thames  expressed  his  strong  feelings 
for  the  University,  and  his  gratitude  to  the  Board  for  its  decision. 

"The  Commissioner  and  Board  of  Trustees  know  that  I  love  this 
University.  1  have  been  privileged  to  be  entrusted  to  serve  as  a 
change  agent  as  the  University  faced  difficult  times,"  Thames  said. 
"Many  key  objectives  have  been  fulfilled  and  others  are  nearing 
completion.  Now  is  the  time  to  look  forward.  Thanks  to  the  newly 


Tc 
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initiated  discussion 
and  review  process, 
this  announcement 
comes  a  year  earlier 
than  normal.  This 
process  helps  ensure 
planned,  thoughtful 
decisions." 

Under  Thames' 
administration  the 
University  has  expe- 
rienced unparalleled  successes  in  many  areas,  but  has  not  been 
immune  from  controversy.  Despite  the  controversies,  Thames,  68, 
emphasized  the  accomplishments  of  his  tenure,  and  his  ongoing 
commitment  to  the  University. 

"My  continued  service  to  May  2007  provides  IHL  and  the 
Commissioner  sufficient  time  to  conduct  a  national  search  for  a 
successor,"  Thames  said.  "A  successor,  to  whom,  I  hope  that  I  can 
pass  the  baton  for  a  long,  successful  term. 

"I  will  have  served  as  president  for  a  little  more  than  five  years. 
After  doing  everything  possible  to  achieve  a  seamless  transition  to 
a  new  Administration  in  2007,  I  will  return  to  my  first  love  -  the 
lab.  I  also  will  continue  to  be  found  in  the  stands  at  Southern  Miss 
athletic  fields  for  years  to  come." 

A  national  search  for  Thames'  successor  will  begin  next  year. 


A  Statement  from  University 
President  Shelby  Thames 


In  the  laboratory,  in  the  classroom  and 
as  President  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  I've  focused  on  the  possibilities 
of  a  bright  future  for  our  University. 

Most  first  came  to  know  me  as  we  built 
one  of  the  nation's  leading  polymer  science 
departments  while  helping  Southern  Miss 
gam  national  recognition.  We  focused  on 
innovations  in  the  lab  that  would  meet 
needs  for  future  applications.  Our  approach 
was  factual  and  business-like. 

This  is  the  same  approach  I  take  as  President 
-  with  students  my  primary  focus.  Todays  stu- 
dents are  looking  for  new  ways  of  learning  and 
of  experiencing  higher  education.  Universities 
must  rise  to  the  challenge  -  move  beyond 
institutional  comfort  levels  -  and  innovate. 

My  vision  is  to  ensure  Southern  Miss 
provides  our  diverse  student  body  with  an 
educational  experience  that  offers  academic 
achievement  while  providing  research,  ser- 
vice learning  and  real-world  opportunities. 

Together  we  continue  to  make  progress 
to  achieve  that  vision.  With  that  progress  in 
mind,  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
Board  today  (May  19)  approved  my  request 
to  continue  as  President  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  until  May  2007,  after 
which  I  will  return  to  the  laboratory  serving  as 
a  Distinguished  University  Research  Professor. 

Candidly,  my  career  goal  was  never 
to  be  a  university  president.  If  it  were, 
my  approach  would  have  been  that  of  a 


ceremonial  figure.  Instead  of  traditional 
and  costly  inaugural  events,  I  simply  and 
immediately  went  to  work. 

As  the  previous  Administration  left,  I  made  a 
decision  to  step  forth  for  one  purpose  only:  to 
facilitate  change  -  fiscally  and  organizationally 
I  continue  this  work  with  a  singular  vision  of 
engaging  students  today  while  positioning  the 
University  to  meet  their  needs  for  tomorrow. 

When  I  applied  for  this  job,  I  outlined 
to  the  IHL  Board  my  vision  of  what  was 
needed  for  Southern  Miss  to  be  success- 
ful. The  Board's  interest  and  priorities  and 
mine  were  clear,  aligned  and  agreed  upon. 

Focus.  Fiscal  responsibility.  Growth. 

Serving  as  President  through  May  2007 
provides  me  the  opportunity  to  see  to  com- 
pletion many  important  projects  underway 
at  Southern  Miss. 

Southern  Miss  has  faced  unprecedented 
challenges  -  some  anticipated,  while  others 
unforeseen.  But,  just  as  the  world  we  live 
in  has  changed  dramatically,  universities 
must  also  change  to  remain  relevant. 

For  the  first  time  in  years,  the  University 
is  fiscally  sound.  Our  reorganization  from 
nine  colleges  to  five  put  $2  million  directly 
back  into  classrooms  for  students. 

Accreditation  issues  -  which  do  not 
quickly  arise,  take  time  to  resolve.  We  have 
implemented  new  documentation  systems 
and  reporting  protocols  and  are  optimistic 
that  accreditation  will  continue. 


Construction  continues.  The  various  col- 
leges are  now  aggressively  bringing  in 
monies  from  outside  sources.  In  2004, 
more  than  $69  million  was  raised,  up  from 
$50  million  prior  to  this  Administration. 

The  Commissioner  and  Board  of  Trustees 
know  that  I  love  this  University  I  have  been 
privileged  to  be  entrusted  to  serve  as  a  change 
agent  as  the  University  faced  difficult  times. 

Many  key  objectives  have  been  fulfilled 
and  others  are  nearing  completion.  Now  is 
the  time  to  look  forward. 

Thanks  to  the  newly  initiated  discussion 
and  review  process,  this  announcement  comes 
a  year  earlier  than  normal.  This  process  helps 
ensure  planned,  thoughtful  decisions. 

My  continued  service  to  May  2007  provides 
IHL  and  the  Commissioner  sufficient  time  to 
conduct  a  national  search  for  a  successor.  A 
successor,  to  whom,  I  hope  that  I  can  pass  the 
baton  for  a  long,  successful  term. 

I  will  have  served  as  president  for  a  little 
more  than  five  years.  After  doing  everything 
possible  to  achieve  a  seamless  transition  to 
a  new  Administration  in  2007,  I  will  return 
to  my  first  love  -  the  lab.  I  also  will  continue 
to  be  found  in  the  stands  at  Southern  Miss 
athletic  fields  for  years  to  come. 

Let  me  be  clear,  however.  I'm  not  on  the 
road  to  retirement. 

This  Administration  will  continue  to 
push  for  excellence,  for  accountability  and 
will  continue  to  advance  the  institution. 
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Report  Prepares  University  for  SACS  Visit 

■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  took  a  major  step  in 
seeking  its  removal  from  probation  by  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Schools  when  President  Shelby  Thames  submit- 
ted a  more  than  100-page  document  along  with  two  binders  of 
supporting  data  to  the  accrediting  organization  in  preparation 
for  a  September  visit  by  SACS  officials. 

The  document  titled,  "Third  Monitoring  Report:  Evaluation 
of  Distance  Learning  Activities,"  was  prepared  by  Joy  Hamilton, 
director  of  institutional  effectiveness,  and  Joan  Exline,  assistant 
to  the  president  for  accreditation,  planning  and  articulation,  and 
represents  the  work  done  by  university  officials,  faculty  and  staff 
since  the  University  learned  the  accrediting  organization  was 
placing  Southern  Miss  on  probation  last  December. 

At  that  time,  SACS  cited  Southern  Miss  for  failing  to  ade- 
quately assess  its  distance  education  programs,  which  consist 
of  online  and  mixed  delivery  programs  as  well  as  all  courses 
offered  on  sites  other  than  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  SACS  did 
not  expressed  concerns  of  any  kind  about  academic  quality  or 
institutional  integrity  University  officials  hope  to  receive  infor- 
mal notification  that  the  University  will  be  removed  from  pro- 
bation following  the  September  visit,  with  official  notification 
coming  in  December  following  the  accrediting  organization's 
annual  meeting. 


The  document  submitted  by  the  University  describes  adjust- 
ments made  in  recent  months  including  the  assessment  of  all 
degree  programs  and  comparison  of  results  of  on-campus  and 
off-campus  courses,  the  return  of  responsibility  for  all  credit 
courses  to  academic  units  and  the  development  of  policies  to 
guide  distance  learning  and  ongoing  assessments  of  courses. 
It  is  available  for  viewing  on  the  University's  Web  site  at  www. 
usm.edu/ie. 

"This  report  is  the  result  of  work  by  many  people,  includ- 
ing faculty  and  staff,  and  in  my  opinion  we've  done  a  good  job 
addressing  the  questions  they  posed,"  Exline  said.  "I  feel  very 
comfortable  that  the  information  we  have  provided  SACS  will 
help  to  remove  us  from  probation." 

The  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS) 
is  a  private,  nonprofit  voluntary  organization  based  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  The  Commission  on  Colleges,  an  entity  within  the  SACS 
organization,  accredits  degree-granting  higher  education  insti- 
tutions based  on  core  requirements,  comprehensive  standards 
and  additional  federal  requirements. 

Many  programs  can  also  be  reviewed  and  accredited  by  orga- 
nizations in  specific  educational  or  disciplinary  areas.  Southern 
Miss  has  program  accreditations  for  98  percent  of  the  programs 
eligible  for  such  accreditations. 


School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism 
Receives  Full  National  Accreditation  - 


■  Following  successful  efforts  to  broaden  its  diversity  and 
to  increase  contact  with  its  alumni,  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism  has  been  fully  reaccredited. 

The  school  was  notified  after  a  representative  from  the 
Accrediting  Council  on  Education  in  Journalism  and  Mass 
Communications  (ACEJMC)  visited  the  campus  in  February. 
Focusing  on  two  areas  of  weakness  determined  during  a  visit 
last  year,  ACEJMC  found  the  program  to  have  recognized  and 
met  the  accrediting  agency's  standards. 

"While  we  expected  this,  it  is  still  very  good  news,"  said 
Dr.  David  R.  Davies,  associate  professor  and  interim  director 
of  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism.  "It 
confirms  that  we  have  taken  all  steps  necessary  to  come  into 
full  compliance  with  accreditation  standards." 

"The  accrediting  agency  wanted  us  to  increase  the  diver- 
sity of  our  full-  and  part-time  faculty,  and  we  did  so.  We 
have  made  several  recent  hires  to  add  people  of  color  to 
our  teaching  ranks.  Moreover,  we've  increased  our  efforts 
to  recruit  minority  students.  This  will  pay  big  dividends 
for  us,  as  the  industry  desperately  needs  more  minorities 
so  that  reporters  and  editors  can  reflect  the  world  they 
cover,"  Davies  continued. 

The  chair  of  the  site  team,  Dr.  Jan  Dates,  dean  of  the 
School  of  Communications  at  Howard  University,  was 
delighted  with  the  school's  progress  in  implementing  pro- 
grams to  meet  diversity  goals  and  increase  contacts  with 
alumni,  Davies  said. 

In  early  2004,  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism  received  provisional  accreditation  after  failing  to 
comply  with  two  of  the  12  accrediting  standards.  The  school 
was  given  a  year  to  come  into  full  compliance,  which  it  did. 


Symphony  Season  Tickets  a  Hot  Commodity 

■  Season  tickets  for  the  85th  season  of  Mississippi's 
oldest  symphony  orchestra  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  are  available  to  the  public, 
according  to  musical  director  Jay  Dean. 

In  "Bringing  the  World  to  Mississippi,"  the 
new  lineup  of  stars  to  shine  on  the  Bennett 
Auditonum  stage-and  beyond-include  Grammy  gSS^SSUi        „ 
Award-winning  violinist  Joshua  Bell,  productions  linist  Joshua  Bell  will  join  the 
of  La  Traviata  and  West  Side  Story,  Holidays  on  Symphony  on  Oct  4 
Broadway,  The  Nutcracker  and  a  world  premiere  production  allied  Sphere. 

Dean  sings  high  praises  for  the  special  guest  artists  as  he  continues  to 
promote  season  ticket  sales. 

Officially  opening  the  Symphony's  85th  season  Oct.  4.  Bell  joins  the 
orchestra,  performing  Mendelssohn's  Concerto  in  E  Minor  for  Violin  and 
Tchaikovsky's  Symphony  No.  6. 

Bell  has  emerged  as  one  of  the  most  renowned  violinists  in  the  world 
today  Having  performed  for  more  than  20  years  with  virtually  every 
leading  orchestra  and  conductor  worldwide  and  recording  27  albums, 
he  has  earned  the  rare  title  of  classical  music  superstar. 

The  BancorpSouth-sponsored  Southern  Miss  Symphony  season 
includes:  a  production  of  La  Traviata  Nov  3  and  5;  a  Christmas  Holidays 
on  Broadway  Dec.  2  at  the  Saenger  Theater,  downtown  Hattiesburg;  a 
new  version  of  The  Nutcracker  Dec.  9-10  with  La  Studio  Academy  oi 
Dance;  the  William  T  Cower  Awards  concert  Jan,  31,  2006;  West  Side 
Story  Feb.  23  and  25,  2006:  a  premiere  event.  Sphere.  March  30,  2006,  al 
the  Reed  Green  Coliseum;  and  an  evening  of  Chord  Masterworks  April 
27,  2000,  at  Mam  Street  Baptist  Church. 

The  2005-00  Symphony  season  ticket  packages  range  in  price  per 
person  from  $130  to  $170,  based  on  seating  preference. 

Tickets  are  available  through  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at 
(,00  U  200-5418  or  1-800-844-8425.  Tickets  may  be  ordered  online 
at  wAvw.usm.edu/tickets 
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Participants  of  Southern  Miss  Summer  Science 
Camp  2005  study  bacteria  collected  from 
area  creeks. 


Science  Camp  a  Thrill  for  Mississippi  Youngsters 

■  Building  a  bet- 
ter mousetrap  is  hard 
enough.  But  building  a 
better  mousetrap  car? 

Casey  Boss  tried  to 
do  just  that  recently  as 
part  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Summer  Science  Camp 
2005.  With  a  determined 
look  on  her  face,  the  15- 
year-old  from  Gulfport 
sawed  pieces  of  wood  for 
a  rodent-clamping  hotrod 
that  her  team  hoped  would  crush  the  competition. 

The  showdown  to  see  which  group's  car  traveled  the  fastest 
and  the  farthest  was  one  of  the  many  hands-on  activities  planned 
for  the  93  participants  at  the  summer  camp. 

Led  by  faculty  members  of  Southern  Miss'  College  of  Science  and 
Technology,  the  group  of  Mississippi  fourth-  through  lOth-graders 
received  a  crash  course  in  physics,  biology,  chemistry,  forensics,  poly- 
mer science,  ecology,  microbiology,  math,  geology  and  astronomy 

"It  was  fun  because  we  don't  usually  get  to  do  this  in  regular 
school,"  said  Boss,  who  attends  Harrison  Central. 

"We  learned  about  recycling  and  what  different  types  of  plastic 
to  burn  and  what  to  not  bum  because  different  fumes  could  be 
harmful  to  the  environment.  We  also  went  to  a  pond  and  scooped 
up  pond  water  then  went  to  the  microscope  and  put  them  on  slides 
where  we  got  a  chance  to  see  the  different  bacteria." 


Boss  also  learned  how  to  make  slime  and  nylon,  collect  and 
process  water  samples  from  area  water  supplies,  and  received  an 
opportunity  to  canoe  during  a  field  trip  to  Brooklyn's  Black  Creek. 

Registration  costs  to  attend  the  camp  included:  a  $150  fee 
for  children  entering  grades  four  through  six,  $399  for  those  in 
grades  seven  through  10,  and  a  nonrefundable  fee  of  $25  per 
registration  form.  The  cost  for  the  older  kids  is  higher  because 
they  received  the  perks  of  living  on  campus. 

Some  of  the  students  were  able  to  participate  in  the  camp, 
which  began  on  June  12  and  ended  June  24,  thanks  to  scholar- 
ships provided  by  GEAR  UP  Mississippi. 

The  program,  mostly  funded  through  a  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  gives  educational  support  services  to 
school  districts  facing  socioeconomic  challenges,  boost  gradua- 
tion rates  and  higher  education  enrollment  rates. 

"What  they  do  (GEAR  UP  Mississippi)  is  offer  mini  grants  in  the 
state  for  summer  camps,  which  is  part  of  their  focus,"  said  Aimee  Lee, 
camp  organizer  and  Southern  Miss  instructor  for  the  department  of 
biological  sciences.  "The  whole  purpose  is  to  get  these  kids,  who  oth- 
erwise wouldn't  have  an  opportunity  immersed  in  a  college  setting." 

Lee  said  many  science  professors,  instructors  and  graduate  stu- 
dents were  just  as  stoked  about  the  camp  as  the  kids  were,  many  of 
them  jumping  at  the  chance  to  produce  activities  that  would  pro- 
vide participants  with  an  educational  and  memorable  experience. 

One  of  those  eager  to  share  her  knowledge  was  Southern  Miss 
biological  sciences  graduate  student  Sarah  Wheeless.  "I  just 
wanted  them  to  know  that  science  pretty  much  involves  every- 
thing that  they  do,"  said  Wheeless. 

Lee  said  she  plans  to  make  the  camp  an  annual  event. 


Health  Center  Gets  Financial  Boost  in  Fight  to  Eliminate  Cancer  Disparities 


■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Center  for  Sustainable  Health  Outreach 
has  received  extra  ammo  in  its  battle 
against  cancer. 

Partnering  with  the  Deep  South  Network 
for  Cancer  Control  (DSNCC),  the  center 
is  aiming  to  reduce  cancer  mortality  dis- 
parities in  minority  and  poor  populations 
across  Mississippi  and  Alabama  through 
a  $6.4  million  grant  from  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  (NCI). 

The  DSNCC,  located  at  the  University  of 
Alabama  at  Birmingham  (UAB),  also  includes 
collaborators  from  Tuskegee  University. 

Focusing  primarily  on  African-American 
and  Hispanic  communities,  the  network's 
target  areas  are  the  Hattiesburg/Laurel 
region,  the  Mississippi  Delta,  the  Alabama 
Black  Belt  and  Jefferson  County,  Ala. 

The  National  Cancer  Institute  required 
that  the  program  be  conducted  in  high- 
risk  urban  and  rural  sites,  according  to  Dr. 
Agnes  Hinton,  co-director  for  Southern  Miss' 
Center  for  Sustainable  Health  Outreach. 

"We  have  had  to  fight  many  barriers  to 
reduce  the  deaths  from  cancer  in  these 
areas,"  Hinton  said. 


According  to  Hinton,  most  of  the  bar- 
riers include  poverty  lack  of  knowledge, 
health  insurance,  the  inability  to  gain 
access  to  mammography  screenings  and 
other  cancer  detection  services,  and  often 
times,  lack  of  transportation. 

"Cancer  is  the  second  leading  cause  of 
death  in  American  women.  In  1992,  the 
overall  cancer  incidence  rates  were  10  per- 
cent higher  among  African-Americans  than 
Caucasians,"  said  Hinton. 

"Moreover,  African-Americans  with  can- 
cer have  shorter  survival  rates  compared 
to  Caucasians.  Cancer  mortality  rates  for 
African-Americans  are  almost  2.5  times 
greater  than  those  for  whites." 

Hinton  said  the  additional  money  will  be 
used  to  form  community  coalitions,  fund 
other  needed  infrastructures  to  help  commu- 
nities fight  disparities  in  cancer  deaths  and  to 
further  train  volunteers  in  cancer  awareness. 

Over  the  past  five  years,  the  DSNCC  has 
trained  more  than  900  volunteer  Community 
Health  Advisors  as  Research  Partners 
(CHARPS)  in  the  two  states,  increasing  the 
numbers  of  women  in  program  counties 
screened  for  breast  or  cervical  cancer. 


"The  community  health  advisors  (CHAs) 
understand  the  issues  facing  their  individual 
communities,  and  people  in  their  neighbor- 
hoods trust  and  listen  to  them,"  said  pro- 
gram manager  Claudia  Hardy. 

Hardy  said  the  CHAs  are  able  to  educate, 
assist  with  access  to  care  and  help  individuals 
navigate  the  health-care  system.  "Plus,  the  grant 
helps  us  provide  significant  economic  support 
to  the  region  by  hiring  local  staff,"  she  said. 

Hinton  said  not  only  have  the  DSNCC's 
efforts  netted  significant  funding  from  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  the  Susan  G. 
Komen  Foundation  and  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health,  but  they  have  also 
produced  three  summer  training  programs 
for  undergraduate  and  graduate  minority 
students  interested  in  cancer  research,  with 
16  Mississippi  students  participating. 

"Through  our  work  with  the  Mississippi 
Partnership  for  Comprehensive  Cancer 
Control,  we  have  advanced  cancer  pre- 
vention and  treatment  in  Mississippi," 
said  Hinton.  "Without  USM,  there  would 
be  no  DSNCC  in  Mississippi,  and  with- 
out the  program,  little  of  the  progress 
would  have  happened." 
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Media  Executive,  Alumna  Serves  as 
Commencement  Speaker 


Los  Angeles  is  where  she  gets  her  mail,  but 
Tena  Clark  75  left  her  heart  in  Mississippi. 

That's  how  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  graduate  and  multitalented 
media  industry  executive  feels  about  her 
native  state,  as  well  as  her  alma  mater. 
Clark,  a  Waynesboro  native,  delivered  the 
Summer  2005  commencement  address 
May  13  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum,  an  honor 
she  described  as  "surreal." 

Approximately  1,700  students  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  this  spring. 

Clark  says  she  feels  like  she's  come  full  circle  with  her  con- 
nection to  Southern  Miss  since  her  daughter  Cody  entered  the 
University  last  year  as  a  freshman. 

Clark  is  Chief  Executive  Officer  and  Chief  Creative  Officer  of 
Disc  Marketing  and  DMI  Entertainment,  and  she  and  her  staff 
create  nontraditional  media  in  music  technology  and  marketing 
for  well-known  corporate  brands  such  as  McDonalds  ("Have 
You  Had  Your  Break  Today"),  7  UP  and  Pillsbury.  Other  Disc 
Marketing  clients  over  the  past  six  years  include  Betty  Crocker, 
General  Mills,  Johnson  &  Johnson,  Kellogg's,  Mead  Johnson,  7 
UP,  Target,  Toyota,  United  Airlines  and  Victoria's  Secret. 

She  has  also  written  for  film  and  television  with  credits  that 
include  "Where  the  Heart  Is,"  "Hope  Floats,"  "My  Best  Friend's 
Wedding,"  "French  Kiss,"  "Twins,"  "The  Five  Heartbeats,"  "CBS 
This  Morning"  and  "Entertainment  Tonight." 


Ryan  Kelly  '05  was  instrumental  in  the 
development  of  the  Science  Quad. 


Students  Develop  New  Science  Quad 

a  Former  students  of  instructor  Bill 
Crosby's  Design  IV  class  in  the  School  of 
Construction  will  soon  see  one  of  their 
landscaping  design  plans  become  a  reality 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Ryan  Kelly  '05,  the  brainchild  of  the 
project,  developed  the  area  located 
on  Charles  Lane,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Johnson  Science  Tower,  the  Shelby 
F  Thames  Polymer  Science  Research 
Center  and  the  Bobby  Chain  Technology 
Center.  "I  had  a  resolution  passed  to  establish  the  area  and  to  name 
it  the  Science  Quad,"  Kelly  said. 

Currently  much  of  the  area  is  covered  with  cement,  brick  and 
asphalt.  The  new  design  replaces  the  hard  surfaces  with  grass,  plants 
and  seating  areas.  The  Science  Quad  is  being  created  to  achieve  a 
relaxing  environment  that  enables  students  and  faculty  alike  to  sit 
outside  and  enjoy  their  collegiate  experience,  Kelly  said. 

Kelly  took  his  idea  to  Crosby,  who  turned  the  design  process  into  a  class 
project.  "This  project  gave  our  students  hands-on  experience,"  Crosby 
said.  "They  had  to  investigate,  measure,  prepare  plans  and  develop  bud- 
gets, which  was  a  very  intense  process.  This  is  the  same  way  they  would 
approach  the  process  if  they  worked  for  a  construction,  architectural  or 
landscaping  company.  The  expenence  is  valuable  to  their  future  careers." 

The  winning  design  was  created  by  Tiffany  Landry  05.  "Tiffany's 
design  showed  great  talent,"  Crosby  said. 

To  donate  to  the  Science  Squad  project,  call  Jonathan  Ahern  at 
(601)  266-4887. 


Since  1925  Mississippi  Power  has  been  right  here  serving  the  Hattiesburg  community  and  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  And  over  the  years  we've  come  to  be  a  loyal  fan.  So  with  another 
exciting  season  underway,  we'd  like  to  say,  "Go  Gold!" 
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Alumni  Association  Announces  Second  Class  of  Legacy  Scholars 

Although  some  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  most  valued  traditions  date 
back  nearly  100  years  to  the  institutions  earliest  days,  traditions  need  not  be  centuries,  or 
even  decades,  old  to  be  held  dear. 

Such  is  the  case  with  the  Legacy  Scholars  program,  which  awards  scholarships  to  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  graduates  who  are  active  members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

In  .only  its  second  year  of  awarding  scholarships,  the  Legacy  Scholars  program  is  one  of 
the  most  important  operations  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

"Alumni  have  so  many  fond  and  valuable  memories  from  their  experiences  at  the  institu- 
tion," said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Association.  "These  scholarships  help  to 
ensure  that  their  children  and  grandchildren  will  have  the  chance  to  gain  similar  types  of 
experiences  and  opportunities." 

Five  $1,000  scholarships  were  awarded  this  year  from  a  pool  of  22  applicants.  The  schol- 
arship program  is  funded  in  part  by  support  from  the  Shell  Finish  Line  Golf  Tournament 
held  each  year  at  Homecoming.  This  years  tournament  will  be  held  Friday,  Oct.  14,  at 
Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Course  in  Hattiesburg. 

The  recipients,  all  members  of  the  2005  freshman  class,  were  chosen  based  on  their  aca- 
demic performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community  involvement.  The  recipients 
are  Lucas  James  Davis  of  Petal,  Lauren  Ashley  Farrar  of  Hattiesburg,  Melissa  Marie  Lang 
of  Daphne,  Ala.,  Cassie  Ann  May  of  Mendenhall  and  Lauren  Lee  Williams  of  Magee.  The 
scholarship  winners  had  an  average  grade  point  average  of  3.82. 

Davis  is  a  Petal  High  School  graduate  who  was  an  active  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society, 
National  Beta  Club,  the  Petal  High  School  Symphonic  Band  and  the  Petal  High  School  Marching 
Band.  He  was  one  of  two  students  selected  to  serve  on  the  Petal  School  Districts  Strategic  Planning 
Committee.  Davis  also  created  and  maintained  the  Petal  bands  Web  site.  He  participated  in  the  Big 
Brothers  Big  Sisters  mentoring  program,  and  he  plans  to  study  computer  science. 

Davis  is  the  son  of  Janice  Lynn  Davis  76,  '84  and  Richard  Davis  '80. 

Farrar  is  an  Oak  Grove  High  School  graduate  who  plans  to  study  biology/premed.  Farrar 
was  involved  in  numerous  activities  as  a  high  school  student,  some  of  which  were  Beta 
Club,  First  Priority,  Frontline,  Student  Council  and  the  National  Honor  Society. 

She  was  editor  of  the  school's  yearbook,  played  soccer  and  ran  cross  country.  Among  her 
volunteer  service,  Farrar  has  cleaned  houses  for  the  disabled,  and  worked  with  the  Humane 
Society  and  Habitat  for  Humanity. 

Farrar  is  the  granddaughter  of  Betty  H.  Southern  '91. 

Some  20  members  of  Lang's  family  are  Southern  Miss  alumni,  a  group  she  intends  to  join  in 
the  coming  years.  Lang  is  a  Daphne  High  School  graduate,  and  as  a  high  school  student  she 
served  as  president  of  the  Girls'  Service  Club  and  captain  of  the  Daphne  dance  team.  She  was 
involved  in  National  Honor  Society,  Mu  Alpha  Theta  and  a  host  of  other  activities. 

Lang  has  volunteered  her  time  with  the  Eastern  Shore  Chamber  of  Commerce  Youth 
Leadership  Program,  youth  programs  at  her  church  and  Young  Life,  a  nondenominational 
Christian  organization,  among  others. 

Lang  is  the  daughter  of  Bruce  A.  Lang  '81  and  the  granddaughter  of  Vivian  '53  and  J. 
Elmo  Lang  '54,  a  former  president  of  the  Alumni  Association's  Board  of  Directors.  Both  are 
Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

May  is  a  Mendenhall  High  School  graduate,  who  plans  to  study  business  administration. 
She  was  a  cheerleader,  soccer  player,  yearbook  editor,  diamond  girl  and  a  member  of  the 
math  club  at  Mendenhall.  May  has  been  active  in  the  Mendenhall  First  Baptist  Church  youth 
group,  a  member  of  the  Sweet  Spirits  Singing  Group,  Relay  for  Life  and  more. 

May  is  the  daughter  or  Jeffery  Dale  May  '83,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Williams  is  a  Simpson  County  Academy  graduate,  who  like  Farrar,  plans  to  study  biology/pre- 
med. She  was  active  in  the  Honor  Club,  the  "S"  Club,  Future  Business  Leaders  of  America,  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  and  was  a  cheerleader  and  track  athlete.  She  has  worked  as  a 
tutor,  cheerleading  instructor,  as  a  volunteer  at  Gateway  Rescue  Mission,  and  more. 

She  is  the  granddaughter  of  Robert  A.  Gustin  '60. 

Applicants  for  Legacy  Scholarships  must  be  the  children  or  grandchildren  of  a  Southern 
Miss  graduate  who  is  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  be  eligible  for  admis- 
sion to  Southern  Miss  as  a  freshman,  and  enroll  full-time  for  the  upcoming  fall  semester. 
Applications  must  be  submitted  each  year  by  March  15  to  the  Alumni  Association  office. 
For  more  information,  contact  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013 
or  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


Lauren  Williams 
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The  Legacy  Ready  for 
New  School  Year 

As  Southern  Miss  students  return  to  school  for 
the  fall  semester,  The  Legacy  once  again  has  a  host 
of  activities  ready  to  help  ensure  they  will  be  more 
enlightened  to  the  University's  history  and  traditions. 

The  semester  starts  with  the  Painting  of  the 
Eagle  Walk,  a  tradition  that  allows  incoming  fresh- 
men the  opportunity  to  paint  the  street  under  the 
east  side  of  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  gold  from  goal 
line  to  goal  line. 

In  addition,  a  few  familiar  faces  will  be  featured 
as  part  of  the  Legacy  Series.  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas, 
president  emeritus  of  the  University;  John  Cox, 
"The  Voice  of  the  Golden  Eagles";  Vice  President 
of  Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul;  and  Yvonne  Arnold 
'90  of  University  Archives  are  scheduled  to  speak 
on  Thursdays  throughout  the  semester.  The  series 
was  established  to  develop  a  sense  of  pride  in 
Southern  Miss  by  teaching  the  history  and  tradi- 
tions of  various  aspects  of  the  institution. 

The  Legacy  is  also  in  the  process  of  planning  the 
annual  T-shirt  trade  and  burning,  during  which 
students  are  encouraged  to  sacrifice  a  T-shirt  from 
another  university  in  exchange  for  a  new  Southern 
Miss  T-shirt.  Other  upcoming  Legacy  events  and 
activities  include  the  painting  of  the  Little  Rock 
and  the  annual  bus  trip  to  Alabama  for  the  Golden 
Eagle  football  contest  against  the  Crimson  Tide. 


Career  Services  Seeking  Alumni 
for  Mentoring  Program 

Alumni:  you  can  now  help  Southern  Miss  students 
and  young  alumni  with  their  career  development.  The 
Eagle  Advantage  Mentor  Program,  coordinated  by 
Southern  Miss  Career  Services,  is  designed  to  match 
students  with  alumni  mentors  in  an  attempt  to  help 
the  students  learn  about  different  career  paths  and  pre- 
pare them  for  life  after  college.  While  Eagle  Advantage 
also  offers  employers  an  opportunity  to  post  jobs  with 
the  University's  Career  Services  office,  the  mentor  pro- 
gram option  is  not  a  job  posting  network,  but  a  system 
designed  to  help  students  prepare  for  a  career,  an  inter- 
view or  a  specific  employment  opportunity 

Registration  is  now  open  for  alumni  who  want 
to  be  mentors.  To  register,  visit  the  Career  Services 
section  of  the  University's  Web  page,  www.usm. 
edu/cs.  The  login/registration  page  includes  step- 
by-step  instructions  for  enrolling  in  this  program. 
Your  account  can  be  customized  to  your  liking, 
including  limiting  the  contact  information  pro- 
vided to  the  students  and  the  number  of  students 
that  can  contact  you. 

All  alumni  are  encouraged  to  register  so  that  we 
can  help  turn  great  students  into  great  employees. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Career 
Services  at  (601)  266-4153. 


New  Life 

Members 

Chris  &  Joyce  Inman 

Dennis  L.  Pauley,  Sr. 

Donna  McClendon  McGuyer 

David  E.  &  Mary  F  Ford 

Kevin  &  Selena  Clearman 

Ben  T.  Bishoff 

Harry  DeWitt  Ruffin,  III 

Claire  Goulet  Wagner 

Gabriel  R.  Radau 

Angela  Taylor  Lee 

Steven  B.  &Jane  S.  Savage 

Clatis  E.  Becton 

Frederick  &  Dana  West 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  Allen  Marlowe.  II 

Karla  K.  Perkins 

Dr.  Hilton  Lamar  Gillespie,  Jr. 

Mickey  E.  Parker 

Kevin  Dee  Mangum 

Christy  Parker 

Fred  &  Bonnie  Drews 

Daniel  Edmund  Pocase 

David  &  Jennifer  Blakeslee 

Henry  Lavon  Crane 

Sheila  Ann  Horaha:  : 

David  Goar 

Robert  &  Ann  Herrington 

Dianne  Smoot  Dudley 

Marlin  Dean  Howard 

Rebecca  Lucius  Geriner 

Kathy  Dillon  Rountree 

Robert  L.  Stevens 

Daniel  P  Bougere,  Jr. 

Annette  Cole  Wimberly 

Frederick  K.  Stribling,  Jr. 

Carolyn  E.  Cornelison 

Sam  &  Rosalie  Bella 

Taylor  Ryan  Backstrom 

Patricia  Pulliam  Phillips 

Rhonda  Lorraine  Bookout 

Byron  &  Michelle  Polk 

James  Walter  Cain 

Steven  &  Lisa  Palazzo 

John  &  Renea  Duck 

Carlos  &  Sandra  Slawson 

Larry  &  Bonnie  Watkins 

Neil  &  Janet  Lee 

Sara  Nell  Cobb 

Danny  Ray  Willlamson 

William  &  Patricia  Sharp 

Harmon  &  Carolyn  Hodge 

Jack  &  Paula  Hawkins 

Deborah  Hammack  Seal 

Travis  &  Shirley  Norman 

Joe  &  Jojo  Bryant 

Steven  &  Dianna  Gallagher 

Jonathan  B.  Beedle 

Ronnie  G.  Tyson 

Lance  Bradford  Dupuis 

Marc  Benjamin  Glatzer 

Haley  Dabbs  Brooks 

Richard  W  Johnson 

Richard  Ste\tn  Townley 

Robert  &  Mary  Alice  Davis 

Wilford  W.  Keyes 

James  &  Mary  Carraway 

Christopher  &  Leola  Colenlan 

Tina  Diane  Fullen 

Carlton  K.  Kirk 

Kimberly  Susan  Gallaspy 

Margaret  Moran-Pickich 

Christopher  B.  Walley 

Melanie  Yeatklan  Danner 

Michael  &  Tracy  McNeil 

Jeffrey  B.  Ginn 

Suzanne  Everitt  Muccino 

The  Talon  Honored  by  CPRAM 


The  Talon,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Associations  quarterly  magazine  publication 
has  been  honored  by  the  College  Public  Relations 
Association  of  Mississippi  i,CPRAM\ 

The  magazine,  which  is  mailed  four  times  a  year  to  paid 
members  of  the  Alumni  Association,  placed  second  in 
the  category  of  Institutional  Magazine.  Publications  were 
judged  on  issues  from  the  2004  calendar  year.  The  award 
was  announced  during  CPRAM's  annual  conference,  held 
in  Biloxi.  Judges  commended  The  Talon  for  its  "dynamic  layout;  strong  art  and 
copy;  good  placement  decisions." 

Taking  first  place  in  the  category  was  Mississippi  State  L'nniversityfe  Office  of 
Agricultural  Communications  for  its  publication,  MAJFES  Research  Highlights. 
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Mitchell  Takes  Position  as  Alumni  Association  President 


Although  Danny  Mitchell  70,  71  has  only  been  on  the  job  as  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Associations  president  for  little  more  than  one 
month,  he  does  not  at  all  feel  like  he  is  new  to  the  position. 

That  very  well  may  be  because  last  year  under  the  guidance  of  then- 
president  Rex  Kelly,  Mitchell  and  Rosemary  Aultman,  the  Associations 
executive  committee  took  a  new  approach  to  leading  the  Association. 
The  change,  while  it  required  hard  work  and  diligence,  was  simple  in 
plan  -  to  think  long  term. 

"Last  year  Rex,  Rosemary  and  I  made  a  commitment  to  look  at  the  future  of  the  Alumni 
Association  as  larger  than  the  goals  of  any  one  persons  presidency,"  Mitchell  said.  "This 
year  we  will  continue  that  agenda,  while  adding  Lou  Ann  (Poynter)  as  vice  president." 

The  result  was  the  Associations  "2004-2009  Strategic  Overview,"  a  document  that 
has  guided,  is  guiding,  and  will  guide  the  Associations  decision-making  processes.  The 
document  includes  both  goals  and  paths  toward  those  goals  in  four  key  areas  -  revenue 
enhancement  and  alignment,  membership  involvement  and  participation,  resource  alloca- 
tion and  participation,  and  organization  positioning  and  branding. 

While  much  of  that  strategy  has  been  implemented,  Mitchell  sees  the  Association  pick- 
ing up  the  pace  toward  the  goals  set  out  by  the  strategic  overview.  In  addition,  he  says 
he  would  like  to  see  the  Association  continue  to  work  closely  with  the  University's  other 
advancement  efforts  and  its  administration. 

"This  year  collaboration  will  be  an  important  word  for  us,"  Mitchell  said.  "We  will  be 
making  a  concerted  effort  to  build  stronger  relationships  with  the  Foundation  and  Athletic 
Foundation  so  that  we  can  operate  as  a  stronger  advancement  group." 

"We  want  to  support  Dr.  Thames  over  the  next  two  years  and  the  goals  he  has  set  for 
the  University  to  accomplish,"  he  continued. 

At  the  Head  of  His  Profession 

When  Mitchell  is  not  assisting  the  Alumni  Association  in  its  various  efforts,  he  is  work- 
ing as  one  of  the  most  highly  regarded  public  relations  practitioners  in  the  South.  He 
received  his  bachelors  degree  from  Southern  Miss  in  1970  and  his  masters  degree  in 
public  relations  a  year  later.  He  is  currently  the  chairman"  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
GodwinGroup  in  Jackson,  one  of  the  Souths  oldest  independent  advertising  agencies. 
Mitchell  has  worked  as  a  public  relations  and  communications  officer  for  the  Jackson 
Municipal  Separate  School  District;  was  a  managing  partner  for  WSDL-AM  and  WVSL- 
FM  in  Slidell,  La.;  served  as  assistant  director  of  public  relations  for  Mississippi  University 
for  Women;  and  was  a  public  relations  consultant  for  Wilson/Mitchell  Public  Relations 
in  Columbus. 

His  work  with  the  GodwinGroup  should  be  very  familiar  to  Southern  Miss  alumni, 
as  the  agency  has  been  behind  the  athletic  departments  brand  "Anyone.  Anywhere. 
Anytime.,"  as  well  as  the  University's  "Freeing  the  Power  of  the  Individual"  campaign. 

Mitchell  has  served  as  president  of  the  Public  Relations  Society  of  America  (Mississippi 
chapter),  the  Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi,  Southern  Public  Relations 
Federation  and  the  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club. 

Mitchell  has  presented  workshops  and  papers  at  several  state,  regional  and  national  con- 
ferences and  served  on  numerous  boards  of  directors  for  various  civic  and  nonprofit  orga- 
nizations, including  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council,  American  Red  Cross  (Mississippi), 
Family  Services  Association  and  others.  Among  other  activities,  Mitchell  serves  as  chair 
of  the  Mississippi  Food  Networks  board  of  directors  and  on  the  Metrojackson  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

Mitchell  and  his  wife  Patricia  70  have  three  children  Benjamin  Ferrell  '01,  Emily  and  Amy 
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2005  Alumni  Association  Bocird  of  DiKGcto^s 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  executive  committee  and  new  members  of  the  board  of  directors  took 

their  posts  July  1.  Board  members  serve  a  three-year  term,  and  terms  vary  for  executive  committee  members. 

The  following  is  an  introduction  to  the  Association's  executive  committee  and  new  board  members. 


Rosemary  Aultman  73,  president-elect 

Rosemary  Aultman,  a 
Tupelo  native,  has  earned 
a  masters  degree  from  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  and  a  bachelor's 
^^^th-  fe^B  degree  from  Mississippi 
I^^L.  I  ^  University  for  Women.  A 
former  first  grade  teacher,  she  served  10 
years  on  the  Clinton  School  Board,  serving 
twice  as  president. 

Since  her  election  as  mayor  of  Clinton  in 
1993,  Mayor  Aultman  has  set  an  aggressive 
agenda  for  the  city.  Now  into  her  third  term, 
Clinton  is  recognized  as  one  of  Mississippi's 
most  progressive  cities. 

Aultman  has  served  on  the  board  of  directors 
for  the  Alumni  Association  as  well  as  the  USM 
Foundation,  and  was  selected  to  the  Alumni 
Association's  Hall  of  Fame  in  2002.  She  was 
a  Mississippi  University  for  Women  Alumni 
Achievement  Award  recipient  in  2001. 

In  addition,  Aultman  has  been  named 
Clintons  Outstanding  Citizen,  received  a 
Distinguished  Service  Award  from  the  Clinton 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  Community 
Leadership  Award  from  Entergy  and  was 
selected  by  the  Clarion-Ledger  as  one  of  50 
Women  Who  Inspire  in  Mississippi. 

Aultman  and  her  husband  Les,  a  geologist, 
have  two  daughters  and  two  granddaughters. 
The  Aultmans  are  active  members  of  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Clinton. 

Lou  Ann  Poynter  '69,  70,  vice  president 

Lou  Ann  Poynter  served 
as  senior  executive  vice 
president  and  head  of  the 
Mortgage  Banking  Division 
of  Union  Planters  Bank,  NA. 
prior  to  her  retirement  in  July 
2004.  She  currently  serves 
on  the  board  of  directors  of  Regions  Financial 
Corporation,  headquartered  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.  She  was  president  and  CEO  of  Magnolia 
Federal  Bank  for  Savings  prior  to  the  merger 
of  Magnolia  Federal  with  Union  Planters  Bank 
on  November  1,  1997.  Poynter  is  a  certified 
public  accountant  (retired).  During  her  career, 
she  was  active  in  the  Mississippi  Bankers 
Association  and  served  on  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  America's  Community  Bankers  and 
the  Financial  Managers  Society  Inc. 

Poynter  received  her  bachelor's  degree  in 
business  administration  in   1969  and  mas- 


ter's degree  in  accounting  in  1970  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Active  in  university  and  community  affairs, 
Poynter  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame,  past  president  of  the  USM  Foundation 
and  currently  is  a  member  of  the  College  of 
Business  Administration  Advisory  Council.  She 
has  served  on  the  executive  committees  of  the 
Area  Development  Partnership  for  Forrest  and 
Lamar  counties,  the  Public  Education  Forum 
of  Mississippi  and  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Council.  She  also  served  a  five-year  term 
through  July  2004  as  a  commissioner  on  the 
Forrest  County  Industrial  Park  Commission 

Poynter  is  mamed  to  Louis  Poynter  '91, 
who  was  an  appraiser  in  Hattiesburg  pnor 
to  his  retirement.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Melissa  '02,  who  now  attends  law  school  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi. 

Larry  Watson  71,76,  Finance 
Committee  Chairman 

Larry  Watson's  love  for 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  was  developed 
during  his  years  as  a  stu- 
dent. He  earned  two  degrees 
from  the  University  follow- 
ing his  bachelor  of  science 
in  finance  in  1971  with  a  master  of  business 
administration  in  1976. 

Today,  Watson  is  active  in  both  the  USM 
Foundation  and  the  Alumni  Association, 
where  he  has  sewed  on  the  finance  com- 
mittee and  as  president  of  the  East  Central 
Mississippi  Chapter. 

With  more  than  30  years  of  business  expe- 
rience at  financial  institutions,  Watson  has 
worked  with  BancorpSouth  Trust  and  Asset 
Management  since  2001.  His  previous  experi- 
ence includes  positions  with  Merchants  and 
Farmers  Bank,  Deposit  Guaranty  National 
Bank,  Compass  Bank,  Mississippi  State 
University  and  Founders  Trust  Company 

Active  in  the  community  in  addition  to 
his  work  with  Southern  Miss,  Watson  has 
also  served  as  president  and  chairman  of  the 
investment  committee  for  the  Mississippi 
Power  Foundation;  charter  director  and  trea- 
surer for  the  Greater  Jackson  Foundation; 
president  of  the  Community  Foundation 
of  East  Mississippi  Inc.;  president  of  the 
American  Red  Cross'  East  Mississippi  Key 
Chapter;  and  as  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Bankers  Association's  trust  committee. 


Rex  Kelly  '80,  past  president 

While  Rex  Kelly's  term 
as  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association  ended  July  1, 
the  foundation  he  instilled 
for  the  organizations  future 
has  placed  the  Association 
on  solid  footing  for  years  to 
come.  Under  his  leadership,  the  executive 
committee  created  a  strategic  overview,  which 
guides  decisions  made  by  the  Association. 

Kelly,  who  will  serve  as  past  president  of  the 
Association  this  year,  is  also  a  member  of  the 
USM  Foundation  Honor  Club. 

Kelly,  who  is  director  of  the  corporate  com- 
munications department  for  Mississippi  Power. 
is  responsible  for  the  company's  advertising, 
external  communications,  media  relations, 
employee  communications,  video  production, 
corporate  services,  community  affairs,  creative 
services,  charitable  and  education  founda- 
tions, and  public  relations  program. 

Kelly  has  a  long,  distinguished  history  in 
many  areas  of  community  and  professional 
life.  He  was  named  a  Top  Ten  Community 
Leader  for  South  Mississippi  in  2004  and  was 
inducted  into  the  Roland  Weeks  Leadership 
Hall  of  Fame.  He  served  as  chainnan  of 
Leadership  Gulf  Coast  and  is  currently  a 
member  of  the  board  of  governors  for  the 
Mississippi  Economic  Council.  He  serves  on 
the  board  of  directors  for  The  Peoples  Bank  of 
Biloxi,  Mississippi  and  The  Peoples  Financial 
Corporation.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi 
(PRAM),  and  the  organizations  Mississippi 
Beach  Chapter  has  named  the  Rex  E.  Kelly 
Professional  Achievement  Award  in  Iris  honor. 
Kelly  and  his  wife  Becky  have  two  children. 
He  is  a  member  of  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Gulfport,  where  he  serves  as  a  deacon  and  an 
adult  Sunday  school  teacher. 

Angela  Hilbun  Cognevich  '92,  '94 

Angie  Cognevich  attended 
Southern  Miss  .is  a  single  pai 
ent.  graduating  with  a  degi  t . 
in  paralegal  studies  in  19?  2 
After  working  .is  a  paralegal, 
she  decided  to  continue  her 
education,  graduating  widi  a 
master's  degree  in  economic  development  in 
1  °°4  She  has  been  employed  by  the  N  lississippi 
Development  Authority  as  the  Southeast  offices 
regional  manager  in  Hattiesburg  since  1995. 
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Cognevich  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Southern  Miss  community  She  is  a  football, 
basketball  and  baseball  season  ticket  holder 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club,  Hardwood 
Club  and  Dugout  Club.  She  currendy  serves  as 
president  of  the  Laurel  Metro  Alumni  Chapter, 
and  is  pan  of  the  Eagle  Clubs  advisory  board. 
She  assists  with  the  University's  New  South 
Economic  Development  Course,  teaching  in 
the  economic  development  masters  program. 

She  was  instrumental  in  establishing 
the  Joe  Johnson  Scholarship  that  awards  a 
scholarship  to  a  graduate  student  in  eco- 
nomic development.  The  award  honors  Joe 
Johnson,  a  past  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  who  died  in  2003. 

Cognevich  is  a  certified  community  devel- 
oper, a  certified  public  manager  and  a  graduate 
of  the  Economic  Development  Institute. 

She  is  a  member  of  Temple  Baptist  Church, 
and  has  a  son  and  daughter-in-law,  Chad  and 
Ashley  Cognevich,  and  is  expecting  her  first 
grandchild  in  September. 

Marcus  Kincaid  '98 

A  Marcus  Kincaid  has  set 
an  outstanding  example  for 
young  alumni  by  keeping 
close  ties  to  the  University 
in  the  immediate  years 
since  his  graduation. 
In  addition  to  becoming 
a  Life  Member  of  the  Association  in  2000, 
he  is  an  Eagle  Club  member  and  served 
as  the  Associations  Central  Mississippi 
Chapters  recruitment  committee  chairman 
from  2001-04. 

Since  graduation,  Kincaid  has  worked  as 
a  financial  advisor,  and  he  currently  resides 
in  Louisville,  Miss.,  with  his  wife,  the  for- 
mer Miranda  Pampley  and  children,  Tyler, 
Ryan  and  McKenna. 

Kincaid  also  maintains  affiliations  with 
the  Kappa  Iota  Foundation,  which  he 
serves  as  vice  president  of  finance,  Kappa 
Alpha  Psi  Fraternity  and  Lonely  Valley 
CME  Church,  where  is  a  steward  board 
member. 

Mary  Alice  Kirby  '92 

Mary  Alice  Kirby,  a  1992  graduate  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  has 
shown  her  dedication  to  the  institution  as 
an  alumna  through  her  service  as  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Associations  Atlanta  Chapter. 

Kirby,  who  works  as  an  inventory  control 
specialist  for  After  Hours  Formal  Wear,  was 
honored  with  the  Scott  Caldwell  Chapter 
President  of  the  Year  award  in  1999. 

Kirby  resides  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  with  her 
husband  Michael. 


Ricky  Mathews  '84 

Ricky  Rex  Mathews  is 
publisher  and  president 
of  The  Sun  Herald,  where 
21  years  ago  he  began  as 
a  summer  advertising  and 
circulation  intern. 
As  an  involved  member 
of  his  community  Mathews,  who  earned 
a  masters  degree  in  business  adminis- 
tration from  the  University,  has  served 
in  various  leadership  positions  for  the 
Gulf  Coast  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  United  Way.  He  is  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Friends  of  the  Gulf  Islands 
National  Seashore,  the  Mississippi 
Wildlife  Federation  and  past  chairman 
of  the  board  of  Goodwill  Industries. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  Economic  Development  Council, 
a  board  member  for  the  Jackson  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Gulf 
Coast  Community  Foundation.  He  is 
currently  the  chairman  of  the  Knight 
Foundation  Biloxi  Community  Advisory 
Committee. 

Mathews  is  married  to  the  former  Ann 
Barhonovich  of  Biloxi,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Victoria,  Justin  and  Jordan. 

Michael  Ratliff  78 

After  graduating  magna 
cum  laude  from  Southern 
Miss,  Ratliff  received  his 
juris  doctorate  degree  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi 
School  of  Law  in  1981. 
He  has  practiced  law  in 
Hattiesburg  since  1981  and  is  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Johnson,  Hall  &  Ratliff. 

Ratliff  is  a  member  of  several  professional 
organizations,  including  the  Mississippi  State 
Bar,  South  Central  Mississippi  Bar  Association, 
American  Bar  Association  and  American  Trial 
Lawyers  Association. 

An  active  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Hattiesburg,  Ratliff  is  a  former  president  of 
the  club,  served  as  chairman  of  its  district 
conference  in  1997,  and  was  District  6840s 
assistant  governor  from  1997  to  2001.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  inaugural  class  of  the 
Area  Development  Partnerships  Leaders 
for  a  New  Century  (1989),  serving  as 
co-chair  (1993-94,  1999-2000,  2003-04) 
and  participating  on  the  steering  commit- 
tee (1990-2005).  He  received  the  ADP's 
Service  Award  in  2000. 

Ratliff  belongs  to  University  Baptist 
Church  where  he  is  a  deacon.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  Mississippi  Commission  for 
Volunteer  Service. 


Lamar  Reynolds  '66 

A  Life  Member  of  The 
University  of  Southern 
Misssissippi  Alumni  Association, 
Lamar  Reynolds  is  a  mainstay 
at  Golden  Eagle  athletic  events. 
Most  notably,  he  attended  230 
consecutive  Southern  Miss 
football  games  from  1981  to  2001.  In  addition, 
he  is  a  member  of  Wings,  the  womens  basket- 
ball support  group,  the  Dugout  Club  and  the 
Southern  Miss  Hardwood  Club. 

Reynolds  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame,  inducted  in  1994.  He  received  the 
Outstanding  Service  Award  from  the  Alumni 
Association  in  1989  as  well  as  the  Continuous 
Service  Award  in  2000.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Alumni  Associations  traditions  commit- 
tee. He  has  served  as  president,  vice  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Jackson  Big  Gold  Club,  and 
he  has  served  as  an  Eagle  Club  district  director. 
Reynolds  worked  with  St.  Paul  Companies 
for  a  number  of  years  before  he  became  a 
claim  manager  for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
After  that,  he  worked  with  the  Reciprocal 
Group  in  Jackson  from  1998  to  2003. 

He  is  also  a  veteran  of  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Commiskey- 
Wheat  Detachment  of  Marine  Corps  League  in 
Hattiesburg  and  of  the  American  Legion. 

Reynolds  resides  in  Hattiesburg  with  his  wife 
Janet.  He  has  two  daughters,  Jackie  and  Amy 

Dale  Shearer  '87 

Dale  Shearer,  a  1987 
graduate  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi, 
was  born  and  raised  a 
Golden  Eagle.  Shearer  is 
the  son  of  Carolyn  and 
Kenneth  B.  Shearer  '60, 
who  served  as  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association  in  1970  to  71. 

While  a  student,  Shearer  was  a  member  of 
the  Honors  College  and  Alpha  Tau  Omega  fra- 
ternity and  was  active  in  student  government. 
As  an  alumnus,  he  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  USM  Foundation's  board  of  directors  and 
is  a  delegate  to  the  IHL  Inter-Alumni  Council. 
Shearer,  who  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Minnesota  Law  School  in 
1990,  is  a  member  of  the  Copeland,  Cook, 
Tayor  &  Bush,  P.A.,  law  firm,  which  is 
located  in  Ridgeland,  Miss.  From  2003 
to  2005  he  was  a  member  of  the  City  of 
Ridgeland  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Shearer  resides  in  Ridgeland  with  his 
wife,  the  former  Janet  Denise  Saul  '90, 
daughter  Mary  Kate,  6,  and  son  Sam,  4. 

He  attends  Pear  Orchard  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Ridgeland. 
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mthern  Miss  Alumni  Golf - 


Id  at  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club. 


Shadow  Ridge 


Presented  by 

Sponsored  by  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association 

Friday,   October    I  4   •    I  2:30   p.m. 


Visit   our   web  site   at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

or    call    (60  1)266-50  13    for    more 

information   and   registration. 


Make  the  most  of  your  Homecoming 

2005  weekend  by  participating  in 

the  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 

Tournament.  This  tournament  has  all  the 

makings  of  a  perfect  golf  event:  a  great 

course,  fellowship  with  other  Golden  Eagle 

faithful,  and  a  worthy  cause.  The  proceeds 

will  benefit  the  USMAA  Legacy  Fund, 

which  has  been  created  to  provide  future 

scholarships  for  the  children  of  alumni. 


COMPLETE    AND    RETURN    THIS    FORM    TO: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  •  1 18  College  Drive  #5013  ♦  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

Team  Contact:  

e-Mail: 


Address: 


We  must  have  Player's  address  to  determine  Paid  Alumni  Discount  Status. 


Team    Members: 


No.  of  Players  x  $125  =  ! 


.  Mulligans  (2  Per  Player)  No.  of  Players x  S10=S_ 


Payment  Method:  G  Cheek  □  Cash  □  Credit  (MC  or  Visa)  □  Cash 
Credit  Card  No. Exp.  Date: 


Make  Checks  Parable  tc  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 


FROM 


Pulling  Her  Own  Weight: 
Miss  Mary  Winton  Pulley 


Mary  Pulley  came  to  Mississippi  Normal  College  in  1918  as 

an  instructor  in  penmanship,  and  later  became  assistant 

registrar.  (Mary  Winton  Pulley  Papers,  ca.  1950s) 

By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

In  the  dictionary,  "pulley"  is  defined 
as  a  simple  machine  designed  to  apply 
increased  force  for  lifting  weights.  It 
does  not  take  much  imagination  to  apply 
that  definition  to  longtime  Southern 
Miss  registrar,  Miss  Mary  Winton  Pulley, 
who  made  a  career  of  pulling  her  own 
weight,  and  then  some,  during  her  50 
years  in  the  field  of  education. 

Miss  Pulley  was  born  January  1, 
1885,  on  a  farm  near  Pittsboro,  Miss., 
in  Calhoun  County,  one  of  four  children 
born  to  Robert  Anderson  Pulley  and 
Mary  Lucinda  "Mollie"  Murphy  Pulley. 
She  had  two  brothers,  Leddin  and  James, 
and  a  sister,  Jessie  Pulley  Gough. 

The  family  moved  to  Pittsboro  in  1889 
so  that  the  children  could  attend  the 
town's  school.     Robert  Pulley  bought  a 


general  merchandise  store  in  the  town 
and  operated  it  successfully  for  10  years. 
In  1900  the  Pulleys  moved  to  Pheba,  a 
railroad  town  in  Clay  County.  Three  years 
later,  they  relocated  to  West  Point  and 
established  a  mercantile  business  there. 

Mary  attended  schools  in  Pittsboro  and 
West  Point.  Her  ninth-grade  report  card 
from  West  Point  Public  School  indicates 
she  was  a  straight  A  student.  She  later 
attended  Cedar  Rapids  (Iowa)  Business 
College,  Industrial  Institute  and  College 
(now  Mississippi  University  for  Women), 
Mississippi  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  (now  Mississippi  State  University), 
and  the  University  of  Mississippi.  In  1929 
she  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  educa- 
tion from  State  Teachers  College  (now  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi). 

She  began  her  teaching  career  in 
1903  in  the  Clay  County  rural  schools 
(1903-1907).  From  1907-1910  she 
taught  high  school  and  primary  grades 
in  the  Durant,  Miss.,  public  schools. 
From  1910-1918  she  taught  writing  and 
drawing  in  grades  three  through  seven, 
and  also  taught  first  and  second  grades 
in  the  city  schools  of  West  Point,  Miss. 

On  August  21,  1908,  Mary  Pulley  was 
granted  a  lifetime  teaching  certificate  by 
the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  certificate 
bears  the  signature  of  USM's  first  president, 
Joe  Cook,  who  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Examiners  at  that  time. 

Mary  Pulley  came  to  Southern  Miss  (then 
Mississippi  Normal  College)  in  1918  as  an 
instructor  in  penmanship,  and  later  became 
assistant  registrar.  In  1931  she  was  named 
registrar,  and  in  1951  she  became  director 
of  correspondence  study.  She  remained  at 
USM  until  her  retirement  in  1953. 

During  her  tenure  at  Southern  Miss, 
Mary  Pulley  significantly  impacted  both 
the  academic  and  social  lives  of  the 
students.     As  an  instructor,  she  taught 


them  the  fine  art  of  penmanship,  and 
as  registrar,  she  was  involved  with  them 
from  admission  to  graduation.  She  was  a 
member  of  Delta  Kappa  Gamma  (nation- 
al honor  society  in  education)  and  the 
Mississippi  Association  of  Registrars  and 
Deans,  serving  as  president  of  the  lat- 
ter in  1935.  On  the  social  level,  she 
was  instrumental  in  bringing  nationally- 
affiliated  sororities  to  campus,  and  was 
a  charter  member  and  first  sponsor  of 
the  Beta  Delta  Chapter  of  Alpha  Sigma 
Alpha,  formed  in  1937. 

Miss  Pulley  was  also  heavily  involved 
in  community  service.  During  World 
War  II,  she  was  a  member  of  the  Canteen 
Corps  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and 
worked  at  the  Camp  Shelby  Hospital. 
In  addition,  she  served  on  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Forrest  County 
Chapter,  American  Red  Cross  for  11 
years.  She  was  an  active  member  of 
Main  Street  Methodist  Church,  the  John 
Rolfe  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  the  Daughters  of 
the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America 
and  the  Review  Club. 

Mary  Winton  Pulley  died  May  14, 
1956,  at  Forrest  General  Hospital  in 
Hattiesburg.  She  is  interred  at  Highland 
Cemetery  in  Hattiesburg.  After  her 
death,  Dean  R.  A.  McLemore  said,  "She 
made  a  great  contribution  to  the  aca- 
demic life  of  the  college,  working  always 
for  high  academic  standards.  As  regis- 
trar, she  was  meticulous  and  consistent. 
She  won  untold  thousands  of  friends 
through  her  tireless  efforts  to  serve  their 
needs,  and  I  know  that  word  of  her 
passing  will  bring  grief  and  sorrow  to  all 
who  knew  her."  Pulley  Hall,  a  women's 
dormitory  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus, 
was  named  in  her  honor  on  September 
18,  1962,  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
school's  opening. 
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Several  different  greeting  cards,  including  this  Christmas  card 

from  the  early  20th  century,  are  part  of  the  Mary  Winton  Pulley 

Papers  that  are  held  at  the  Southern  Miss  Archives. 

(Mary  Winton  Pulley  Papers,  ca.  1900s) 


Mary  Pulley  was  granted  a  lifetime  teaching  certificate  by  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  August  21, 1908. 

In  about    1988,   a  small  collection  of 


Miss  Pulley's  personal  papers  was  donated 
to  the  Southern  Miss  Archives.  Among 
them  are  a  set  of  diaries  that  chronicle  her 
daily  activities  from  1936-1956.  Her  first 
entry  (January  1,  1936)  is  quite  succinct. 
It  merely  says,  "Spent  birthday  classifying 
students  at  S.T.C."  The  final  entry  written 


by  Miss  Pulley  (April  29,  1956)  mentions 
several  people  who  visited  her,  including 
her  doctor.  The  final  entries  in  the  1956 
diary  (May  14  and  15)  record  the  news 
that  Miss  Pulley  has  died  and  give  details 
regarding  funeral  services. 

Besides    opening    a    window    on    her 
personal    life,    the    diaries    are    a    rich 


Mary  Pulley  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Beta  Delta  Chapter  of  Alpha  Sigma  Alpha  Sorority.  Above  is  the  cliapter's  photo. 

(Mary  Winton  Pulley  Papers,  ca.  1938) 


reflection  of  life  on  the  USM  campus. 
Among  other  things,  she  enjoyed  going 
to  movies,  shopping,  eating  out  and  vis- 
iting friends.  Among  her  friends  were 
fellow  faculty  members  Alma  Hickman, 
Bertha  Fritzsche  and  Mattie  Perry,  who 
are  mentioned  frequently  in  the  diaries. 
President  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  George  and 
other  administrators  are  mentioned  as 
well.  There  are  also  numerous  refer- 
ences to  Miss  Pulley's  sister,  Jessie. 
Taken  together,  the  diaries  provide  vivid 
firsthand  accounts  of  Miss  Pulley's  life 
at  Southern  Miss  and  in  the  city  of 
Hattiesburg  during  a  20-year  span. 

Other  items  of  interest  in  Miss  Pulley's 
papers  are  her  lifetime  teaching  certifi- 
cate; several  letters  recommending  her  for 
teaching  positions;  a  three-page  handwrit- 
ten family  history  by  Miss  Pulley's  mother; 
several  greeting  cards  from  the  early  20th 
century;  and  a  speech  on  the  functions  of 
the  registrar's  office  in  which  Miss  Fullev 
deiines  a  registrar  as.  "the  custodian  of  the 
richest  storehouse  of  source  material  con- 
nected with  the  institution." 


*Look  for  a  profile  of  George  G  Hurst  in  the 

next  issue  of  The  Talon. 
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Alum  Finds  'Newfound  Belief7  Despite  Conflicts,  Debilitative  Disease 

By  Daphne  Alforcl 


Southern  Miss  recent  graduate  Robin 
Hill  Sila  of  McComb  was  named  the 
,2005  Judge  R.J.  Bishop  Mississippian 
"^Award  recipient,  earning  $5,000. 

Established  in  1 978  by  Elna  Bishop 
■■Moving  memory  of  her  father, 
Judge    R.J.    Bishop,    this    award 
honors    men    and    women    who 
\  ftpve  endured  economic,   family 
or  physical  hardships  to  pursue 
'their  education  so  that  they,  their 
.children  and  other  Mississippians 
might  have  a  better  lite. 
■;  "Robin  deserved  this  reward  for  the 
'way  she  has  run  the  race  and  finished 
®?his  chapter,  ready  for  the  rest  of  what 
life  has  to  offer,"  said  Anna  Collins 
Trest,  clinical  assistant  professor  in  the 
College  of  Education  and  Psychology 
Department    of    Curnculum    and 
Instruction  at  Southern  Miss.  "She 
continues  to  struggle  with  what  she 
calls  'a  newfound  belief  in  herself  and  her  ability  to  be  successful." 

A  divorced  mother  of  two,  Sila  also  suffers  from  a  debilitat- 
ing rheumatoid  arthntis  condition.  Despite  her  adversities,  she 
remained  focused  on  accomplishing  a  lifetime  goal  —  to  earn  a 
bachelors  degree  in  elementary  education  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

"I  have  never  known  a  student  quite  like  Robin,"  said  Trest,  who 
nominated  Sila  for  the  award.  "She  was  an  excellent  student  whose 
attitude  was  positive  and  work  was  also  exemplary. 

"Robin  was  a  nontraditional  student  in  her  mid-30s,  who  knew 
returning  to  school  at  her  age  with  two  children  and  a  household  to 
run  wouldn't  be  easy,  especially  since  she  was  often  incapacitated  by 
a  severe  case  of  RA.  What  she  didn't  know  was  that  an  unexpected 
divorce  would  happen  in  2000.  Already  tight  finances  instantly  became 
strained  to  the  breaking  point.  With  no  other  choice,  she  lived  on 
grants  and  loans.  Insurance  was  gone,  meaning,  among  other  things, 
she  was  unable  to  receive  the  treatments  she  needed  for  RA." 


Robin  Hill  Sila,  left,  and  Anna  Collins  Trest 


According  to  the  Mayo  Clinic,  rheumatoid  arthritis  is  an  inflam- 
matory condition.  It  causes  joints  to  ache  and  throb  and  eventually 
become  deformed.  The  exact  cause  is  unknown,  but  it  is  believed 
to  be  the  body's  immune  system  that  attacks  the  synovium  —  the 
tissue  that  lines  joints.  There  is  no  cure  for  RA,  but  with  proper 
treatment,  a  strategy  for  joint  protection  and  changes  in  lifestyle, 
individuals  can  live  a  long,  productive  life  with  this  condition. 

"I  am  sure  that  there  are  others  who  have  struggled  to  complete 
their  education,  too,"  said  Sila,  who  was  surprised  to  be  named  the 
Bishop  Award  recipient.  "I  hope  that  others  who  suffer  from  rheuma- 
toid or  any  other  disability  can  see  through  my  story  that  anything  is 
possible  if  you  believe.  God  has  a  way  of  giving  you  the  strength  you 
need  to  keep  going,  you  just  have  to  believe  and  rely  on  Him." 

To  complete  the  required  course  study  at  Southern  Miss  for  the 
past  three  years,  Sila  had  to  travel  more  than  150  miles  a  day, 
back  and  forth  from  McComb  to  Hattiesburg,  and  even  more 
miles  every  other  weekend  to  Flora,  a  halfway  place  to  meet  the 
father  of  her  two  children  —  14-year-old  son  Robbie  and  12- 
year-old  daughter  LeeAnna  —  for  visitation. 

"There  were  many  times,  after  walking  on  campus  carrying  a 
backpack  all  day  that  she  was  unable,  due  to  her  illness,  to  get 
out  of  her  car  when  she  arrived  home.  Her  children  would  bring 
her  walking  cane  to  help  her  inside  the  house,"  said  Southern 
Miss  senior  Tonya  Adams  of  McComb,  Silas  best  friend  who 
rotated  her  class  schedule  to  help  with  each  other's  children. 
"That's  the  only  way  we  could  have  made  it  through  this  is  by 
helping  each  other.  She  is  just  like  the  sister  I  never  had." 

Although  Sila  has  a  right  deformed  arm,  she  managed  to  com- 
plete her  student  teaching  at  North  Pike  Elementary  School  in 
Summit  this  past  spring  semester.  She  maintained  a  high  grade 
point  average  and  was  on  either  the  dean's  or  president's  list  every 
semester.  She  plans  to  seek  employment  and  eventually  pursue  a 
master's  degree  and  become  nationally  certified  in  education. 

"The  last  time  I  had  the  opportunity  to  be  her  instructor  was 
fall  2004  in  a  practicum  lab  for  elementary  teacher  candidates," 
said  Trest.  "So  many  times  I  saw  her  offer  help  and  show  care  and 
concern  for  the  children  as  well  as  her  peers.  Even  though  her  life 
has  been  in  turmoil,  it's  just  not  in  her  to  appear  pitiful  or  hope- 
less. She  will  be  an  excellent  teacher;  I  have  no  doubt." 


Goal:  Annual  Fund  to  Raise  $300,000  for  the  2005-06  School  Year 


Southern  Miss  students  are  geared  up  for  the  2005-06  Annual  Fund 
phonathon  with  calls  to  alumni  to  reach  this  year's  $300,000  goal. 

"The  2004-05  campaign  garnered  $86,000  in  pledges,  which 
was  an  increase  of  $23,000  the  previous  year,"  said  Karen  Kennedy, 
assistant  director  of  annual  giving.  "Our  goal  is  to  increase  pledges 
to  reach  $300,000  this  year,  and  we  can  achieve  that  goal  with  the 
support  of  Southern  Miss  alumni." 

Gifts  of  any  amount  are  accepted  in  the  form  of  a  check 
or  credit  card  payment  —  VISA,  MasterCard  and  American 


Express.  Gift  levels  include:  College  Hall  Society,  $500-$999; 
Dean's  Club,  $250-$499;  Southern  Circle,  $100-$249;  and 
Golden  Key  Society,  $25-$99.  The  campaign  concludes  in 
May  2006. 

For  more  information  about  Annual  Fund  or  to  make  a  dona- 
tion, contact  Karen  Kennedy  at  601-266-6680  or  mail  a  donation 
to  The  USM  Foundation  Annual  Fund,  1 18  College  Drive  #10014, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001.  Contributions  are  also  accepted 
online  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
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Pratts  Pay  Tribute  to  Dr.  Shelby  Thames  with  Scholarship  Endowment 


By  Daphne  Alford 

J.  Richard  and  Katharine  Pratt  of  Grenada  have  established  a 
scholarship  fund  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  help 
replenish  Mississippi's  educational  system  with  more  chemistry 
physics  and  math  teachers. 

The  Deterly-Pratt  Scholarship  (Deterly  being  Richard  Pratts 
mothers  family  name)  encourages  students  in  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology  to  pursue  the  teaching  profession  in  phys- 
ics, chemistry  and  math  at  the  high-school  level  in  Mississippi. 
Students  who  accept  this  scholarship  must  agree  to  teach  science 
or  math  in  Mississippi  for  at  least  five  years.  The  Pratts  endowed 
this  scholarship  with  a  gift,  which  qualifies  them  as  Presidents 
Circle  members  of  The  USM  Foundations  Honor  Club. 

"By  establishing  this  scholarship,  I  want  to  pay  tribute  to  Dr.  Shelby 
Thames  for  his  contribution  to  my  graduate  education  at  USM  during 
the  early  1970s,"  said  Dr.  J.  Richard  Pratt,  who  teaches  chemistry  at 
Holmes  Community  Colleges  Grenada  Center.  "Dr.  Thames  was  one 
of  several  outstanding  chemistry  professors  under  whom  I  studied 
while  at  USM.  He  was  an  inspiration  in  class  and  in  the  research 
laboratory.  He  was  organized,  thorough  and  relentless  in  organic 
chemistry  and  he  demanded  total  commitment  to  his  courses." 

Dr.  Pratt  attributes  the  decline  of  classroom  instruction  to  the 
retirement  of  high-school  and  elementary-science  and  math  teach- 
ers, and  he  sees  a  need  to  replace  them  with  newly  trained  teach- 
ers, especially  those  with  an  interest  in  science  and  engineering. 

"I  am  honored  that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Pratt  have  such  a  special 
place  in  their  hearts  not  only  for  Southern  Miss,  but  also  a  deep 
concern  for  the  lack  of  chemistry  math  and  physics  teachers  in 
Mississippi.  Their  concerns  are  not  misplaced  in  my  view,"  said  Dr. 
Shelby  Thames,  president  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
"Dr.  Pratt  distinguished  himself  as  an  outstanding  researcher  and 
teacher  since  his  graduate  school  days,  and  I  am  very,  very  proud 
of  him.  I  am  ecstatic  and  very  proud  that  the  Pratts  have  chosen  to 


Richard  and  Katharine  Pratt 


fund.  We  are  deeply 
grateful." 

The  Pratts  came 
to  Hattiesburg  in 
August  1969.  While 
Richard  attended 
graduate  school 
at  Southern  Miss, 
Katharine,  his  wife, 
who  had  completed 
a  bachelors  degree 
in  home  econom- 
ics from  Mississippi 
State  College  for  Women  in  1965,  became  very  familiar  with  the 
Hattiesburg  community.  He  often  reflects  on  the  four  years  he 
spent  at  Southern  Miss  and  his  major  instructor  Shelby  Thames. 

"On  more  than  one  occasion,  Dr.  Thames  would  appear  in 
research  laboratory  late  at  night  and  ask,  'Where's  my  compound?' 
The  greatest  pleasure  in  the  laboratory  was  to  make  and  identify 
totally  new  organic  compounds  for  application  in  polymers,"  said 
Richard  Pratt.  "He  maintained  an  active  research  program  and  was 
always  on  the  lookout  for  samples  of  new  materials  to  send  to  his 
grantors  and  industrial  associates  for  evaluation." 

Richard  earned  his  doctorate  in  chemistry  in  1974  at  Southern  Miss. 
He  said  the  faculty  and  graduate  students  had  a  good  relationship,  and 
it  was  expected  for  the  students  to  work  long  and  hard  hours.  "Dr. 
Thames'  students  just  got  a  little  dose  of  it,"  he  said.  "We  worked  in 
the  research  lab  on  most  nights  until  midnight,  five  days  a  week,  on 
Saturday  mornings  and  again  on  Sunday  night.  Radios  were  turned  up 
loud  at  night  to  help  us  pass  the  time  away  It  was  great  fun." 

For  more  information  about  giving  to  the  College  of  Science  and 
Technology,  please  contact  Development  Officer  Jonathan  Ahem 
at  601-266-4887. 


show  their  support  of  education  through  their  generous  scholarship 

Northrop  Grumman  Donates  $1  Million  to  Trent  Lott  National  Center 

By  Daphne  Alford 

Fund-raising  for  the  56,000  square-foot 
facility  led  by  Hattiesburg  businessman 
Bobby  Cham,  the  center's  national  coordi- 
nator, includes  donations  from  more  than 
70  organizations  in  the  private  and  pub- 
lic sectors.  Cham,  Gov.  Haley  Barbour  and 
Mississippi  Powers  Anthony  J.  Topazi  pro- 
vide leadership,  strategies  and  resources  nec- 
essary to  secure  funds  for  the  center. 

Once  completed,  Lott  said  U.S.  49 
travelers  will  admire  the  scenic  view  of 


Dr.  Philip  A.  Dur,  corporate  vice  president 
of  Northrop  Grumman  and  president  of  the 
Ship  Systems  sector  in  Pascagoula,  recently 
presented  $1  million  to  the  construction 
fund  of  the  Trent  Lott  National  Center  of 
Excellence  in  Economic  Development  and 
Entrepreneurship  at  Southern  Miss. 

"These  companies  that  are  willing  to  put 
$500,000  or  $1  million  in  this  type  proj- 
ect, they  want  to  see  us  advance  because  if 
the  state  and  university  advance,  then  they 
advance,"  said  Lott. 

Lott  is  supportive  of  universi- 
ty research  programs  that  can  both 
enhance  the  academic  curriculum  and 
help  create  new  private  industries  with- 
in Mississippi.  Lott's  exemplary  lead- 
ership legacy  through  public  service 
and  in  education  will  continue  in  this 
center  that  will  help  train  professional 
economic  developers  who  will,  in  turn, 
help  Mississippi  win  jobs. 


An  aerial  view  of  the  Trent  Lott  National  Center  under  construction. 


the  center  near  MM.  Roberts  Stadium. 
"Remember  what  was  here?"  said  Lott.  "It 
was  a  World  War  II  Quonset  hut.  When 
visitors  drive  to  the  Gulf  Coast  or  Jackson 
on  49,  they  pass  LTSM.  They  saw  an  old 
40s  era  building  and  the  bowels  of  the 
stadium.  That's  not  what  they  needed  to 
see  about  USM.  What  they  need  to  see  is 
a  world-class  building  and  program  that 
tells  you  something  about  the  L  niversitv. 
I'm  excited  about  that." 

All  contributions  should  be  made 
to  The  Trent  Lott  National  Center  for 
Excellence  in  Economic  Development 
and  Entrepreneurship  do  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation,  118 
College  Drive  #10026.  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406-0001  or  at  www.usm.edutfounda- 
tion.  For  more  information,  call  601-266- 
5602.  The  USM  Foundation  isa  501(cX3) 
organization  and  gifts  arc  tax  deductible 
within  the  limits  of  IRS  regulations. 


SUM! 


27 


GOLDENEAGLES 


Do  Not  Bother  Calling  this  Alumnus 


That  Michael  Callahan  '89  has  a  welcoming  voice 
on  the  telephone  might  come  as  a  surprise  to 
some  people.  That  perception  has  little  to  do 
though  with  Callahan's  personality  It  would,  however, 
have  eveiything  to  do  with  his  reputation  as  Mississippi's 
Southern  District  Public  Service  Commissioner. 

Most  notable  among  residents  of  the  state  has 
been  his  work  concerning  the  state's  no-call  regula- 
tions, which  places  limitations  on 
telemarketers.  Since  no-call  laws 
went  into  effect  in  2003,  more 
than  500,000  Mississippians 
have  placed  their  names  on  no- 
call  lists,  freeing  them  from  the 
majority  of  telemarketing  calls. 

"While  I  feel  like  some  of  my 
most  important  work  deals  with 
electricity,  I'm  most  proud  of 
the  no-call  legislation,"  Callahan 
said.  "I  was  in  the  same  boat  that 
so  many  people  were  in  getting 
10  to  15  calls  a  night.  The  law 
does  exactly  what  we  intended 
it  to  do.  It's  brought  peace  and 
quiet  back  to  the  dinner  table." 
Under  state  law,  a  telemarketer  is  required  to 
register  with  the  Public  Service  Commission  and 
purchase  a  do-no t-call  list  from  the  agency  for  $800. 
The  list  is  updated  quarterly.  The  money  helps 
finance  investigations  into  alleged  violations.  Federal 
no-call  legislation  also  went  into  effect  later  that  year. 
The  federal  law  has  more  stringent  rules,  making  it 
tougher  on  local  businesses  such  as  insurance  firms 
and  auto  dealers  to  make  telephone  calls. 

Callahan  said  the  PSC  to  date  has  investigated 
more  than  1,700  complaints  from  Mississippi 
consumers,  and  collected  more  than  $138,000 
from  lawbreaking  telemarketers. 

Despite  widespread  public  support,  the  law 
was  scheduled  to  expire  on  July  1,  2005,  unless 
Mississippi  legislators  renewed  it.  While  lawmakers 
failed  to  extend  it  during  their  regular  session  in 
2005,  it  was  added  to  a  special  session  agenda  by 
Governor  Haley  Barbour  in  May,  and  passed  at  that 
time  by  the  Legislature.  The  renewal  also  included 
a  provision  which  will  allow  the  PSC  to  upload 
contact  information  from  Mississippi  consumers  on 
its  no-call  list  to  the  federal  list.  During  the  regular 
session,  the  House  and  Senate  could  not  agree  on 
a  provision  added  by  the  House  that  would  have 
required  the  PSC  to  regulate  "false  statements  against 
a  candidate  for  political  office  or  a  public  official." 


"We  have  112  companies  that  are  registered  in 
Mississippi,  and  they  could  not  believe  there  was 
a  chance  that  the  law  would  not  be  renewed," 
said  Callahan,  who  estimates  35  states  have  simi- 
lar laws.  "There  has  not  been  a  state  in  the  coun- 
try that  has  had  a  law  and  had  it  abolished." 

The  current  law  has  been  extended  for  only  a 
year,  Callahan  notes. 

"We'll  be  at  it  again  next  year,"  he  said. 

While  the  no-call  legislation  is  among  the  most 
notable  items  Callahan  has  worked  on  in  recent 
years,  the  Public  Service  Commission  regulates 
all  telecommunications,  electric,  gas,  water  and 
sewer  utilities.  The  agency  is  charged  with  assur- 
ing that  rates  and  charges  for  services  are  fair  and 
reasonable,  that  the  service  rendered  is  reason- 
ably adequate,  and  that  any  facilities  constructed 
or  acquired  are  required  for  the  convenience 
and  necessity  of  the  public.  Additionally,  the 
agency  exercises  safety  jurisdiction  over  gas 
pipelines  and  has  area  jurisdiction  over  all  pub- 
lic utilities.  In  carrying  out  his  responsibilities, 
Callahan  answers  complaints,  investigates  and 
conducts  hearings.  He  is  currently  serving  his 
second  term  as  Southern  District  Public  Service 
Commissioner.  In  1999,  at  age  31,  Callahan 
became  the  youngest  commissioner  ever  elected. 
He  served  as  chairman  of  the  commission  from 
January  2002  until  January  2004. 

Since  taking  office,  Callahan  has  actively 
become  involved  with  two  regulatory  organiza- 
tions —  the  National  Association  of  Regulatory 
Utility  Commissioners,  where  he  serves  on  the 
electricity  committee,  and  the  Southeastern 
Association  of  Regulatory  Utility  Commissioners, 
where  he  serves  as  president. 

Callahan  attended  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  on  a  football  scholarship,  and  played 
on  teams  in  1987  and  1988.  The  offensive  line- 
man helped  the  Golden  Eagles  to  a  10-2  mark 
in  1988,  when  Southern  Miss  defeated,  among 
others,  Mississippi  State,  and  routed  UTEP  in  the 
Independence  Bowl,  38-18.  To  date,  the  1988 
team  ranks  as  the  only  Southern  Miss  football 
squad  to  finish  the  year  with  10  wins. 

"I  jokingly  remind  Jeff  (Bower)  of  that  when- 
ever a  team  gets  to  eight  or  nine  wins,"  he  said. 

Callahan  still  keeps  a  pair  of  newspaper  clippings 
from  the  1988  season  framed  in  his  office  -  one  each 
from  the  Mississippi  State  and  Memphis  games  from 
that  year.  Both  feature  photographs  of  the  offensive 
guard  leading  the  way  for  Golden  Eagle  ball  carriers. 
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He  also  met  his  wife 
Melissa  '67,  who  as  a 
Golden  Girl  helped  intro- 
duce Callahan  to  Southern 
Miss,  during  those  years. 

"We  got  off  to  a  little  bit 
a  rocky  start,"  Callahan 
quipped.  "But  we  were 
able  to  smooth  it  out." 

Today,  they  happily 
reside  in  Hattiesburg 
with  their  three  chil- 
dren, Michael  Hudson, 
8,  Katlyne  Ann,  5,  and 
Victoria  Louise,  2.  They  are 
members  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

While  injuries  ended 
his  football  playing  career, 
he  graduated  with  a  bach- 
elors degree  in  criminal 
justice  in  1989  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law,  where  he  received 
a  Doctorate  of  Jurisprudence.  After  college,  Callahan  worked  for 
the  law  firm  of  Lee  Rowell  &  Associates  until  becoming  a  criminal 


As  an  offensive  guard  for  Southern  Miss  in  1988, 
Michael  Callahan  helped  the  Golden  Eagles  to  a 
school-record  10  wins. 


investigator  and  assistant  district  attorney  for  the  12th  Judicial 
District  in  Hattiesburg.  Upon  leaving  the  district  attorney's  office  in 
1995,  Michael  started  his  own  law  practice,  Hall  &  Callahan.  He 
practiced  law  until  accepting  the  position  of  the  district  director  of 
the  Southern  District  Public  Service  Commission,  a  position  held 
until  February  of  1999. 

He  quips  that  between  his  two  chosen  professions,  attorney  and 
public  servant,  he  has  heard  more  jokes  than  he  cares  to  remember. 

"You  hear  a  lot  of  jokes  about  both,"  he  said,  "but  if  most  people 
would  work  as  a  public  servant  for  a  year  they  would  find  they  have  a 
whole  new  respect  for  politicians.  Sure  there  are  some  bad  ones,  but  I 
think  you  will  find  that  in  any  profession.  When  I  ran  for  the  job  the 
first  time  in  1999, 1  quickly  realized  it  was  tougher  than  I  thought.  But 
I'm  pleased  to  serve  the  people  of  South  Mississippi." 

Currently,  Callahan  is  reviewing  the  energy  bill  just  signed  into 
law  by  President  Bush  which  he  suggests  may  have  long-term  posi- 
tive effects  on  lowenng  rising  gas  prices.  He  warns,  however,  not 
to  expect  "any  impact  right  off."  He  also  anticipates  a  bill  to  be 
introduced  in  the  Mississippi  Legislature  next  year  concerning  the 
deregulation  of  the  telephone  industry  in  the  state. 

"There  has  been  a  push  across  the  country  for  deregulation,"  said 
Callahan,  noting  that  South  Carolina  and  Alabama  are  among  states 
which  recently  have  moved  toward  deregulation.  "Is  there  enough  com- 
petition for  Bell  South  in  the  state  nght?  I  don't  know  if  it  is  in  our  best 
interest  right  now  The  Legislature  will  have  to  make  that  decision." 


Dd"  is  go  khed  mm\  SED) 


Ol<U   [Q 


The  new  dynamic  logo  can  be  found 
on  apparel  in  stores  now. 


lay  snirt  at  www.southemr 
at  the  following  retailers: 

The  University  Bookstore 
Campus  Book  Mart 
Big  Buck  Sports 
Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 
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EACH  MONTH  the  Alumni  Association 
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Alumni  Mail,  which  is  filled  with  the 
latest  news  and  events  at  Southern  Miss. 
Be  sure  to  get  your  monthly  dose  of  your 
alma  mater's  news  by  signing  up  today. 

REGISTRATION  IS  FREE  and  entails 
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(found  above  your  name  on  the  mailing 
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Natalie  Goldman:  Reading  Is  Her  Passion 


Miss  Leaf  River  Valley  Natalie  Goldman  reads  to  the  a  Hattiesburg  Public  School  Dis- 
trict pre-kindergarten  class  and  its  instructor.  Goldman  and  the  class  celebrated  the 
National  Education  Association's  "Read  Across  America  Day." 

Natalie  Goldman,  a  senior  speech  communication  major,  is  pas- 
sionate about  reading.  So  passionate  in  fact  that  she  is  doing  her 
best  to  make  sure  elementary  school  students  across  the  south- 
eastern United  States  love  reading  too. 

Using  a  $2,500  grant  she  obtained  from  the  National  Education 
Association's  Student  Program,  Goldman  has  traveled  to  schools  in 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Louisiana  to  teach  students  the  impor- 
tance of  reading.  The  grant  helps  to  finance  her  travel  as  well  as 
materials  she  uses  in  association  with  her  appearances. 

Goldman's  enthusiasm  for  reading  started  close  to  home,  she 
said. 

"My  brother  is  extremely  talented  working  with  his  hands,  and 
he  works  with  my  dad,  who  restores  antique  cars,"  Goldman  said. 
"But  he  didn't  like  to  read  when  he  was  in  school,  and  I  think  that 
boosted  my  interest  to  try  and  teach  children  to  love  reading." 

The  result  was  the  innovation  of  her  reading  program,  which 
kicked  off  on  March  2,  as  Goldman  used  "Read  Across  America 
Day"  as  a  starting  point  for  the  campaign. 

In  the  Hattiesburg  area,  Goldman  has  already  made  stops  at 
schools  in  Hattiesburg,  Oak  Grove  and  Collins  among  other  plac- 
es. 

"I've  always  taught  dance  and  gymnastics,  and  children  have 
been  my  passion,"  Goldman  said.  "They  have  so  much  enthusi- 
asm. They  love  books,  and  they  are  real  responsive.  They  always 
want  me  to  read  every  book  in  my  bag." 

The  appearances  usually  consist  of  Goldman  reading  from  chil- 
dren's books,  followed  by  question  and  answer  sessions  concern- 
ing the  books  as  well  as  discussions  about  the  students'  plans  for 
the  future. 

One  way  Goldman  gains  the  students'  interest  is  through  the 
crown  she  wears  on  her  head.  She  is  the  reigning  Miss  Leaf  River 
Valley. 

"They  always  want  to  touch  it,  and  I'm  usually  asked  questions 
such  as,  Are  you  a  princess?'"  she  said. 


While  Goldman  began  her  reading  program  from  virtually 
scratch,  she  is  also  a  pioneer  of  sorts  at  Southern  Miss,  where  she 
is  both  a  varsity  cheerleader  and  a  member  of  the  Southern  Misses 
dance  team.  To  be  able  to  participate  in  both  activities,  which  have 
conflicting  schedules  at  times,  Goldman  had  to  convince  coaches 
she  would  be  able  to  do  both. 

"They  were  not  sure  at  first  if  they  were  going  to  let  me  do  both," 
Goldman  said.  "I'm  glad  they  did." 

Following  graduation,  the  senior  speech  communication  major 
hopes  to  attend  graduate  school  and  become  a  teacher.  Eventually, 
she  dreams  of  opening  her  own  dance  studio.  Goldman  has  par- 
ticipated in  dance  classes  since  she  was  a  toddler. 

"I've  been  taking  dance  instruction  since  I  was  2  years  old," 
said  Goldman,  who  after  graduation  from  West  Lauderdale  High 
School  attended  Jones  County  Junior  College.  By  the  time  she 
reached  Southern  Miss,  her  dance  career  had  taken  her  across  the 
United  States  and  the  Caymen  Islands.  Goldman  has  performed 
and  competed  in  New  York,  California  and  Las  Vegas  among  other 
places. 

The  Meridian  native  says  she  feels  at  home  in  Hattiesburg  and 
at  Southern  Miss. 

"I  like  the  Hattiesburg  area,"  she  said.  "The  people  are  so  nice.  It 
was  a  big  adjustment  coming  from  Jones,  but  I  love  it.  The  speech 
communication  faculty  and  students  are  almost  like  a  family,  and 
that  makes  a  big  difference  as  well." 

Goldman  competed  for  the  Miss  Mississippi  title  in  July,  and  she 
won  the  preliminary  lifestyle  and  fitness  portion  of  the  competi- 
tion. 

"It  was  an  awesome  experience,"  Goldman  said.  "I  met  so  many 
girls  that  I  could  be  friends  with  for  a  long  time.  It  is  something  I 
definitely  want  to  do  again." 


As  part  of  Natalie  Goldman's  reading  program,  the  Southern  Miss  senior  has  read  to 
children  across  the  southeastern  United  States. 
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Bice  Agency  Attracts  Awards 

By  Kristen  Preau  '05 

While  Rick  Bices  work  customarily  garners  attention  for  his 
clients,  Bice  78,  the  co-owner  of  Bice  Advertising,  is  find- 
ing it  also  brings  a  fair  share  of  recognition  for  himself.  Bice 
Advertising  received  a  top  award  at  the  2005  Jackson  Advertising 
Federations  award  ceremony  as  Bice  was  named  Graphic  Designer 
of  the  Year  at  the  annual  event. 

Rick  and  Beth  Bice  77  founded  Bice  Advertising  in  1978  to 
provide  creative  advertising,  graphic  design  and  multimedia  ser- 
vices for  local  and  national  clients.  The  year  1978  was  a  big  year 
for  Rick.  Before  opening  his  own  business,  he  graduated  from 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  with  a  bachelors  degree  in 
graphic  communications  and  married  Beth. 

This  year  has  marked  another  milestone  for  Rick  because  of 
his  prestigious  title  as  Graphic  Designer  of  the  Year.  The  Jackson 
Advertising  Federation,  an  affiliate  of  the  American  Advertising 
Federation,  the  largest  organization  of  advertising  professionals 
in  the  United  States,  established  the  Graphic  Designer  of  the  Year 
award  in  1984.  Each  year  a  new  name  is  engraved  onto  the  silver- 
bowl  trophy,  and  since  its  inception,  only  12  names  have  made 
the  list.  Rick  is  one  of  the  first  winners  from  outside  of  Jackson  to 
receive  this  award.  Competing  with  what  Rick  believes  is  a  "very 
serious  design  market"  in  Jackson,  he  was  honored  to  be  selected. 
"It's  a  very  personal  award  and  achievement,"  he  said. 

Rick  earned  this  award  for  his  work  on  a  sales  presentation  kit 
and  interactive  CD  designed  for  Howard  Technology  Park,  which 
each  received  a  Gold  ADDY  and  were  forwarded  to  the  regional 
competition  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Another  interactive  CD  created 
for  the  Natchez  Chamber  of  Commerce  received  a  Silver  ADDY 
award  at  this  year's  competition. 

His  first  client,  Mississippi  Music,  was  also  his  first  provider. 
When  Rick  started  his  career,  Mississippi  Music  rented  space  to  him 
for  an  office.  The  job  market  for  design  was  tight,  and  before  Bice 
Advertising  there  were  no  agencies  or  design  studios  in  Hattiesburg. 
Today,  however,  the  company  continues  to  serve  clients  from  across 
the  local  and  regional  area,  including  one  of  its  clients  from  the 
start,  Loresco,  an  industrial  manufacturers  company. 

The  family-run  business  has  literally  brought  Rick  and  Beth  back 
"home."  In  1995,  the  Bice's  decided  to  move  their  business  to  802 
South  28th  Avenue,  which  was  a  familiar  address  for  Beth.  Their  new 
office  building,  before  its  renovation,  was  actually  Beth's  childhood 
home.  Adding  to  the  nostalgia,  Beth's  personal  office  was  originally  her 
bedroom  as  a  child.  Even  though  the  area  has  become  more  industrial- 
ized over  the  years,  some  of  Beth's  old  neighbors  are  still  around. 


Rick  Bice  '78  has  been  named  Graphic  Designer  of  the  Year  by  the  Jackson  Advertis- 
ing Federation. 

As  co-founder  of  the  company,  Beth  handles  the  finances  for 
Bice  Advertising.  "She's  the  spirit  of  the  job,"  said  Rick.  Having 
more  than  25  successful  years  of  serving  their  clients  and  the  com- 
munity is  what  Rick  and  Beth  believe  to  be  one  of  their  greatest 
accomplishments.  "We've  managed  to  run  a  business,  stay  in  busi- 
ness and  do  it  in  a  way  that  we  are  vers'  proud  of,  and  we've  always 
tried  to  be  very  ethical  in  our  business  practices.  We  feel  that  the 
people  that  we  work  for  and  work  with  respect  us,"  said  Beth. 

They  are  also  proud  ot  their  employees.  Bice  Advertising 
has  employed  more  than  10  students  and/or  graduates  from 
Southern  Miss.  They  understand  how  difficult  it  is  for  young 
people  to  find  entry-level  jobs,  especially  in  the  design  market. 
Rick  and  Beth  are  proud  that  they  are  able  to  afford  such  oppor- 
tunities to  recent  graduates,  even  though  they  know  it  may  be 
temporary.  "It's  a  two-way  benefit  because  we  offer  the  emplovee 
the  opportunity  and  that  person  in  turn  produces  good  work 
that  represents  the  company  well,"  said  Beth.  Currently,  there 
are  two  Southern  Miss  alumni  on  staff  at  Bice.  Sam  McAlister  '04 
and  Michelle  Simmons  '04. 

Southern  Miss  is  more  than  just  an  alma  mater  to  the  Bice's;  it  is 
also  a  valued  client.  They  have  done  work  for  The  USM  Foundation, 
where  Rick  and  Beth  have  donated  their  time  and  money  as  Honor 
Club  members.  The  USM  Foundation  Generations  Annual  Report 
has  won  numerous  awards,  including  an  ADDY  in  2000  Bice 
Advertising  assisted  with  the  Southern  Miss  75th  Anniversary  iden- 
tity campaign  and  recently  created  a  publication  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Trent  Lott  Center.  They  are  both  members  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  the  Eagle  Club  and  they  are  involved  with  the  arts  and 
business  programs  at  the  University  Their  daughter.  Amy  Bice  '03, 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
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Chuck  Scarborough's  comfort  on  camera  can  be  attributed  to  his  31  years  at  WNBC. 

By  Karen  Gibbs 


huck  Scarborough  '69  is  big.  I  mean,  really  big.  Standing  at  well  over  six  feet  tall  and  with  29  Emmys  to  his  credit,  he  seems  larger 
'life.  When  New  York's  No.  1  news  anchor  walks  into  Rockefeller  Centers  Studio  6b — once  home  to  Johnny  Carson's  Tonight  Show 
and  now  home  to  his  6  p.m.  and  1 1  p.m.  weekday  broadcasts — no  one  needs  to  announce  his  presence.  There's  a  "this-guy-is-in-charge" 
feeling,  like  when  a  pilot  boards  a  plane. 

On  this  night,  Scarborough  slips  into  a  blue  swivel  chair  next  to  Lynda  Baquero,  his  evening  co-anchor,  and  adjusts  his  suit  jacket.  She 
smoothes  her  dress.  Three,  two,  one  and  the  news  begins.  It  is  impressive  watching  Chuck  Scarborough  do  what  he  does  best — deliver 
the  news  comfortably  and  confidently.  His  obvious  ease  in  front  of  the  camera  is  a  testament  to  his  31  years  at  WNBC.  He  talks  right 
through  it,  coming  across  more  like  a  friend  in  your  home  than  a  news  anchor  in  a  studio. 

After  the  broadcast,  we  dine  while  Scarborough  shares  some  of  the  high  points  of  his  life.  A  native  of  Pittsburgh,  he  joined  the  Air 
Force  and  was  stationed  at  Biloxi's  Keesler  AFB  in  1961.  "I  taught  electronics  from  three  in  the  afternoon  until  midnight  and  commuted 
to  Perkinston  Junior  College  in  the  mornings,  getting  the  first  two  years  of  college  out  of  the  way  during  my  tour  of  duty,"  he  says. 
"Upon  my  discharge  from  the  Air  Force,  I  took  a  job  with  start-up  station  WLOX  as  a  general  flunky  for  $1.85  an  hour.  A  year  and  a 
half  later,  I  was  running  on-air  operations  at  the  ABC  affiliate  and  had  fallen  in  love  with  TV  as  a  journalistic  tool." 
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Chuck  Scarborough,  left,  has  29  Emmys  to  his  credit. 

Following  two  and  a  half  years  at  WLOX,  Scarborough 
decided  to  complete  his  college  education.  He  moved  to 
Hattiesburg  and  enrolled  in  Southern  Miss,  majoring  in 
communications.  Tackling  an  impressive  21  hours  per 
quarter  while  working  nights  at  WD  AM,  he  crammed 
two  years  of  studies  into  12  grueling  months.  "I  wanted 
to  graduate  with  honors,"  remembers  Scarborough.  "I 
had  a  3.94  GPA  and  the  required  80  hours,  but  not  the 
time."  Then,  with  a  hint  of  disappointment,  "I  needed 
one  more  quarter — 'sustained  excellence  over  five 
quarters,'"  he  adds,  repeating  verbatim  the  requirement 
that  denied  him  academic  recognition. 

Still,  Scarborough  has  a  sense  of  loyalty  to  Southern 
Miss.  "The  University  was  there  when  I  needed  it,"  he 
says.  "It  was  affordable  and  allowed  me  to  spend  a  very 
intense  year  preparing  to  get  out  in  the  very  competi- 
tive world  of  broadcast  journalism." 

After  graduation,  he  was  hired  by  WAGA  in  Atlanta, 
and  nearly  three  years  later,  he  had  worked  his  way  up  to 
anchor,  assistant  news  director  and  managing  editor.  But 
fate  stepped  in  and  wrote  a  different  script.  "The  strang- 
est thing  happened,"  Scarborough  says,  his  eyes  opening 
wide  in  emphasis.  "I  began  receiving  unsolicited  offers 
from  stations  in  Honolulu,  Seattle  and  Boston  to  work 
on  the  air."  He  later  found  out  that  consultants  hired  by 
a  competing  television  station  were  pedaling  him  around 
the  country  trying  to  get  him  hired  out  of  town. 

Between  bites  of  risotto,  Scarborough  talks  of  being 
courted  by  WNAC  in  Boston,  the  station  that  eventu- 
ally snagged  him  as  their  news  anchor  with  an  offer 
that  almost  tripled  his  salary.  "Once  I  did  that,  I  was 
hooked,"  he  says,  smiling. 

Hooked  indeed.  Scarborough  rose  like  cream  to  the  top 
of  his  field.  In  1974  he  moved  to  New  York  City's  WNBC, 
where  eventually  he  became  the  highest  salaried  local  news 
anchor  in  the  nation.  As  co-anchor  of  the  6  p.m.  and  11 
p.m.  news  broadcasts  for  31  years,  he  has  seen  New  York 
through  it  all,  most  notably  the  events  of  9/1 1 . 

He  remembers  thinking  when  the  second  plane 
flew  into  the  Twin  Towers  that  the  country  was  under 
attack.  Immediately  he  left  his  Connecticut  home  and 
headed  like  a  salmon  upstream  into  the  city  that  thou- 
sands were  fleeing.  Rockefeller  Center  was  high  on  the 
list  of  possible  targets  when  Scarborough  reported  for 


Southern  Miss  Pair  Take  K8  to 
the  Mountain  Top 

By  Karen  Gibbs 

"I'm  younger  than  Bob  Snell  by  two  years.  That's  why 
we  call  him  'Old  Man  Bob'  around  the  station,"  quips  Ted 
Fortenberry  '87,  vice  president  and  general  manager  of  KAIT, 
often  recognized  as  one  of  ABC's  top  affiliate  stations. 

Bob  Snell  '85,  KAIT  assistant  news  director/morning  news 
anchor,  counters  the  teasing  by  stating  that  he's  been  in  jour- 
nalism for  19  years. 

"Yeah,  he  didn't  tell  you  that  two  of  his  19  years  were  in 
prison  where  he  wrote  for  the  prison  newspaper,"  Fortenberry 
jokes  good-naturedly. 

Quick  to  retort,  Snell  lobs  one  Ted's  way,  "When  Ted  did 
weekend  weather  for  WD  AM,  we'd  all  hurry  home  so  we 
could  catch  Farmer  Ted  on  TV"  They  both  laugh. 


Bob  Snell  '85,  left,  and  Ted  Fortenberry  '87  have  combined  to  help  make  KAIT 
one  of  ABC's  top  affiliates. 

Although  they  are  400  miles  from  Hattiesburg  in  Jonesboro. 
Ark.,  it  doesn't  take  long  for  the  duo  to  begin  talking  about 
their  days  at  Southern  Miss.  Fortenberry,  a  Tylertown  native, 
reminisces  about  his  involvement  with  Southern  Style,  helping 
freshmen  and  junior  college  transfer  students.  Additionally,  he 
recalls  the  lifelong  friendships  that  he  formed  while  at  USM. 
Snell,  whose  parents  are  both  Southern  Miss  alumni,  relates 
numerous  highlights  from  those  years — among  them  being 
the  Golden  Eagle  mascot,  graduating  and  meeting  his  wife 
Edith  at  The  Hub.  ("I  saw  her  and  fell  immediately  in  love") 

After  receiving  their  degrees  in  radio,  television  and 
film,  the  two  alumni  worked  together  for  several  years  at 
Biloxi's  Love  Broadcasting  station  WLOX.  They  moved  on 
to  Tupelo's  WLOV,  owned  by  Love  Communications,  where 
Fortenberry  was  station  manager  and  Snell  served  as  news 
director,  editor,  anchor  and  sportscaster. 


CONTINUED 
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Chuck  Scarborough's  path  to  the  news  desk  included  his  years  at  Southern  Miss  as  well  as  a  stint  in  the  Air  Force. 


duty  that  afternoon.  Disregarding  his  own  safety,  he  stayed  on  the  air  for 
seven  days  straight,  taking  only  short  breaks  for  sleep.  During  that  week  he 
became  the  eyes,  ears  and  voice  through  which  many  New  Yorkers  experi- 
enced the  9/1 1  tragedy. 

Such  conduct  is  typical  of  this  veteran  newscaster.  "On  the  air  he  is  the  best 
at  handling  tough  situations,"  says  Sue  Simmons,  Scarborough's  co-anchor  of  25 
years.  And  what  tougher  situation  could  there  have  been  than  this? 

But  evil  did  not  reign  for  long.  Soon  stories  of  heroism  and 
courage  emerged,  including  the  story  of  "The  Red  Bandana,"  a 
Scarborough  news  feature  that  aired  eight  months  after  9/11.  It 
told  of  Wells  Crowther,  an  equities  worker  on  the  104th  floor  of 
the  South  Tower  whose  body  was  found  six  months  later  on  the 
ground  floor.  His  bereaved  parents  assumed  he 
died  when  the  Tower  collapsed,  just  short 
of  safety  Two  months  after,  Wells'  father 
read  a  New  York  Times  story  about  18 
survivors  who  had  been  brought  to 
safety  from  the  78th  floor  by  a  mysteri- 
ous man  in  a  red  bandana.  He  knew 
that  man  was  his  son,  and  the  people  he 
rescued  later  confirmed  it.  Wells  always 
carried  a  red  bandana,   and  his 
dad  always  held  a  blue  one. 
But  the  story  does  not  end 
there.  When  Wells'  parents 
cleaned  out  his  apartment, 
they  found  an  application 
for  the  New  York  City  Fire 
Department  that  had  been 
filled  out.  "For  days  and  days 
after  doing  this  story,  I  lived  with 
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the  intense  pain  that  his  parents  radiated,"  Scarborough 
remembers.  "I  was  haunted  by  their  loss.  Wells  was  exactly 
the  age  of  my  own  son." 

This  paternal  empathy  reveals  another  facet  of 
Scarborough — his  love  of  his  two  children:  Chad,  28,  press 
secretary  for  Congressman  Tom  Reynolds,  chairman  of  the 
Republican  National  Campaign  Committee,  and  Elizabeth, 
25,  a  reporter  for  the  NBC  affiliate  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Tm  consistently  stunned  at  the  quality  of  human  beings 
they  have  become.  They  both  are  formidable  young  people 
doing  well  in  their  chosen  professions.  They  have  their 
grandfathers  values,"  he  says  in  reference  to  his  own  father, 
Chuck  Scarborough  Jr.,  a  World  War  II  hero. 

Scarborough  also  holds  Simmons,  his  1 1  p.m.  co-anchor, 
in  high  regard.  "She's  fabulous — very  funny — never  had  an 
unspoken  thought,"  he  says  with  obvious  delight.  "Being  on 
the  air  with  Sue  is  a  little  like  being  in  a  church  and  getting 
the  giggles.  It's  very  hard  to  suppress  it." 

And  what  does  Simmons  think  of  Scarborough? 
"I  admire  Chuck  for  his  intelligence,"  she  says.  "He 
has  an  uncanny  mind  for  details.  He  is  a  gentleman, 
fair  to  his  co-workers,  a  loving,  hands-on  father." 
Then,  giving  us  a  hint  at  the  prankster  in  the  man, 
she  adds,  "He  is  a  great,  elaborate  practical  joker, 
from  writing  hysterical  letters  of  reference  for  folks 
to  convincing  people  they've  won  the  lottery." 

As  our  meal  came  to  a  close,  we  were  served  a  dessert 
of  delectable  cakes  and  cookies.  Scarborough  placed  a 
fine  assortment  of  the  sweets  on  his  napkin.  "These  are  for 
Joyce,  the  security  guard  by  the  elevator,"  he  explained. 
"She  gets  a  real  kick  out  of  this.  It's  her  little  daily  treat." 
And  with  that,  a  few  chocolate  cookies  reveal  more  about 
Chuck  Scarborough  than  29  Emmys  ever  could. 


Is  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus  or  alumna 
providing  you  with  the  news  in  your  home- 
town? Let  us  know. 

Whether  it  is  a  Golden  Eagle  who 
anchors  the  evening  news  on  your  local 
television  station  or  a  reporter  cover- 
ing city  hall  for  the  morning  newspaper, 
the  Alumni  Association  is  attempting  to 
gather  this  information. 

To  report  on  your  favorite  Golden  Eagle 
reporter,  contact  the  Association's  office  at 
(601)  266-5013  or  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu. 


Southern  Miss  Pair  Take  K8  to 
the  Mountain  Top  continued 


It  was  there  that  Bob  and  Ted  had  a  most  excellent  adven- 
ture. "I  remember  when  Bob  and  I  had  to  go  on  top  of  the 
roof  of  WLOV  during  a  really  bad  thunderstorm  and  hold  the 
satellite  dish  steady  for  a  one  hour  newscast,"  Ted  begins. 

Adding  the  color,  Bob  continues,  "It  was  lightning  and  thun- 
dering with  a  driving  wind  and  rain  and  here  we  were  trying  to 
hold  the  dish  in  position  so  we  wouldn't  lose  the  signal." 

Ted  goes  on,  "We  were  connected  by  walkie-talkies  with 
someone  in  the  studio  who  was  telling  us  where  to  move." 
The  reminiscing  comes  to  a  halt  as  the  two  dissolve  into 
hearty  laughter. 

From  that  "high  point,"  Ted  moved  on  to  Jackson  where 
he  was  involved  in  cable  ad  sales  for  Love  Communications. 
Meanwhile,  Bob  spent  another  year  and  a  half  in  Tupelo 
before  accepting  a  position  as  managing  editor  and  anchor 
for  an  ABC  affiliate  in  Springfield,  Mo.  Surprisingly,  after 
seven  years  there,  Bob  changed  careers  buying  a  U-Save 
Auto  Rental  dealership.  It  took  only  two  years  for  him  to 
realize  his  heart  was  in  television  news  and  journalism. 
And  that  was  where  the  career  paths  of  the  two  friends 
crossed  again. 

In  June  2002,  Ted  was  hired  as  general  sales  manager  of  KAIT, 
and  was  eventually  promoted  to  the  station  manager  position 
that  made  him  ultimately  responsible  for  the  overall  operations 
of  the  station.  Part  of  that  job  was  overseeing  82  employees.  A 
vacancy  came  in  the  news  department,  and  in  June  2003,  Ted 
contacted  Bob  to  inform  him  about  the  opening. 

Bob  had  other  television  opportunities,  but  ultimately  chose 
to  make  the  move  to  Jonesboro  to  KAIT.  He  has  had  such  a 
positive  impact  on  the  station  and  the  community  that  he  just 
signed  a  three-year  contract  extension  with  K8.  Listening  to 
both  men,  it  sounds  like  a  win-win  situation.  Bob  has  the 
greatest  respect  for  Ted  as  general  manager/VR  "To  be  the  age 
that  he  is  and  in  the  position  that  he  holds  is  astonishing.  He's 
a  boss  and  a  friend  and  any  constructive  criticism  he  offers  is 
always  in  the  best  interest  of  me  and  K8." 

Ted  responds  with  mutual  admiration,  "With  Bob  there  is 
no  constructive  criticism;  he's  the  best  I  ever  worked  with. 
He  does  a  fantastic  job  and  is  passionate  about  sharing  what 
he's  learned  with  the  new  hires." 

With  an  impressive  10  Associated  Press  awards  this 
year  alone  for  sports,  photography,  spot  news  and  news 
of  the  day,  to  name  a  few,  it  is  obvious  Bob  lives  up  to 
Ted's  accolades.  But  such  awards,  while  appreciated  by 
Bob,  pale  in  comparison  to  the  everyday  satisfaction  he 
receives  from  doing  his  job  well.  For  example.  KAIT 
recently  aired  news  of  an  approaching  tornado  in  a  near- 
by town.  The  mayor,  upon  seeing  the  news  item,  tele- 
vised a  warning  to  area  residents  to  seek  shelter.  Because 
of  the  weather  alert  by  K8,  people  responded  and  many 
lives  were  spared.  Coverage  of  the  aftermath  of  the  event 
earned  Bob  one  of  the  above-mentioned  awards. 

But  television  is  not  the  only  love  of  these  men's  lives. 
Family  is  of  great  importance  to  them  both.  Ted  and  his  wife 
Candace  have  two  children,  Anna,  5.  and  Grice,  3.  At  40. 
Ted  still  declares  the  happiest  times  of  his  life  were  when  the 
little  ones  were  born. 

Likewise,  Bob  holds  family  close  as  well.  He  and  wife 
Edith  have  four  children  to  keep  up  with — Riley.  1 1 ;  Reese. 
9;  Raegan,  7;  and  Ryder,  5. 
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Focusing  on  the  Future 


Golden  Eagles  Welcome  Old  Friends, 


hen  the  Southern  Miss  football  team  opens 
it  season  Sunday,  Sept.  4,  the  status  quo  will 
likely  appear  intact  at  first  glance. 

Conference  USA  logos  will  grace  Carlisle- 
Faulkner  Field,  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower  will 
march  the  sideline  and  a  familiar  rival  will 
present  the  opposition. 

Much  will  have  changed,  however.  On 
July  1,  C-USA  welcomed  six  new  institu- 
tions and  said  goodbye  to  a  host  of  others  at 
the  same  time.  Coming  aboard  are  Marshall 
Rice,  SMU,  Tulsa,  UCF  and  UTEP  Gone  are 
Louisville,  Cincinnati,  South  Florida,  TCU, 
Charlotte,  Marquette  and  Army. 

C-USA  will  continue  to  sponsor  competi- 
tion in  19  sports  (10  for  women,  nine  for 
men),  and  will  add  a  football  championship 
game,  to  be  played  on  Dec.  3  by  the  top 
teams  from  newly-formed  East  and  West 
divisions.  All  C-USA  institutions  sponsor 
Division  I-A  football. 

"We're  excited  about  the  new  and  improved 
Conference  USA  and  what  each  of  the  new 
schools  brings  to  the  league,"  said  Richard 
Giannini,  Southern  Miss  director  of  athletics. 
"These  schools  have  a  lot  of  history,  bring 
a  lot  of  tradition  and  have  a  lot  of  poten- 
tial, along  with  having  outstanding  coaches 
and  administrators  who  will  help  make  the 
league  one  of  the  best  in  the  nation.  We  look 
forward  to  a  bright  future  with  all  the  mem- 
bers within  the  new  Conference  USA." 

While  the  new  conference  is  expected  to 
gain  baseball  strength,  its  basketball  repu- 
tation is  expected  to  take  a  hit.  Still,  the 
proximity  of  the  recent  additions'  locations 
to  the  established  institutions  is  one  reason 
all  involved  are  singing  the  praises  of  the 
new  look. 

"The  new  conference  alignment  is  very 
positive  for  everyone,"  said  Dave  Maggard, 
Houston's  athletics  director.  "We  obviously 
have  some  good  geographic  match-ups, 
which  bodes  well  for  our  fans... The  fact 
that  we  will  have  an  East- West  divisional 
lineup  is  extremely  exciting  and  positive. 
This  will  be  a  very  competitive  and  out- 
standing conference." 

The  conference  is  concentrated  with  12 
members  in  nine  states.  The  1 1  metropolitan 


areas  have  a  combined  population  of  nearly 
17  million. 

Notably,  three  of  C-USA's  institutions  call 
its  homes  two  of  the  top  10  populated  cit- 
ies in  the  country.  SMU  is  located  in  Dallas, 
which  has  the  nation's  ninth-largest  metro- 
politan populations  at  more  than  5.2  million. 
Houston  and  Rice  are  located  in  Houston, 
which  at  more  than  4.6  million  people  is  the 
10  -largest  city  based  on  metropolitan  popu- 
lation. Those  cities  are  also  two  of  the  largest 
television  markets  in  the  country,  boasting  a 
total  of  four  million  television  households. 
Three  more  institutions,  UCE  Tulane  and 
Memphis,  are  located  in  cities  ranked  in  the 
top  50  -  Orlando  (28th),  New  Orleans  (35th) 
and  Memphis  (441  ),  respectively 

While  the  new  institutions  will  help  sup- 
ply C-USA  with  a  new  audience,  they  run 
the  gamut  in  terms  of  enrollment,  and  bring 
some  impressive  academic  credentials  and 
long  legacies  as  well. 

UCF  becomes  the  conferences  largest  insti- 
tution in  terms  of  enrollment  with  44,000 
students,  which  is  15  largest  in  the  country 
Tulsa,  at  4,100  students,  becomes  the  small- 
est, with  Rice  the  second-smallest  at  4,785. 
Marshall  and  UTEP  have  enrollments  compa- 
rable to  Southern  Miss  -  16,551  and  18,542, 
respectively. 

Founded  in  1837,  Marshall  becomes 
the  conference's  second-oldest  institution, 
just  behind  Tulane,  which  was  established 
in  1834.  UCF,  founded  in  1963,  becomes 
the  youngest. 

Highlights,  institution  by  institution, 
include: 

East  Carolina 


licensed  inventions  and  the  creation  of 
spin-off  companies. 

Houston    


ECU's  baseball  program  has  made  seven 

consecutive  NCAA  appearances  with  two 

Super  Regional  appearances. 

Over   the    past    12    seasons,    the    East 

Carolina  football  team  has  made  six  bowl 

appearances,  and  finished  with  a  top  25 

national  ranking  twice. 

The  university  received  top  10  rankings 

in  a  survey  conducted  by  the  Chronicle 

of  Higher  Education  for  the  university's 

success  in  research  leading  to  patents, 


•  Houston  baseball  made  five  consecutive 
NCAA  appearances  from  1999  to  2003. 

•  In  its  athletic  history,  Houston  has  produced 
642  Ail-Americans.  The  Cougars  have  also 
compiled  17  NCAA  team  championships 
and  55  NCAA  individual  champions. 

•  With  33,000  students  in  13  colleges,  UH 
ranks  among  the  top  1  percent  in  the 
nation  for  its  student  enrollment  size  and 
is  12ttl  in  the  nation  for  international 
student  enrollment. 

Marshall 

•  The  Thundering  Herd  has  earned  its  six 
consecutive  trips  to  football  bowl  games 
from  1997-2002. 

•  Marshall's  women's  tennis  team  earned 
its  third  consecutive  trip  to  the  NCAA 
Championship  in  2004. 

•  In  May  2003,  Marshall  celebrated  90,000 
graduates  in  school  history 

Memphis 

•  Since  1987,  Memphis  has  posted  an  89  per- 
cent graduation  rate  for  student  athletes. 

•  The  Tigers  earned  back-to-back  bowl 
appearances  for  the  first  time  in  school  his- 
tory in  2003  (New  Orleans  Bowl)  and  2004 
(GMAC  Bowl). 

•  The  women's  basketball  team  has 
advanced  to  postseason  play  eight  of  the 
last  11  years. 

Rice 

•  The  Owls  have  made  four  appearances 
in  the  College  World  Series,  winning  the 
national  championship  in  2003. 

•  Rice  led  all  Division  I-A  universities  in  2002 
in  graduation  rates  of  all  athletes  in  the  USA 
Today/NCAA  listing. 

•  Rice  was  named  the  "Best  Buy"  among  all 
colleges  and  universities  by  the  Fiske  Guide 
to  Colleges,  2002  and  2003. 

SMU 

•  Consistently  ranks   in   the   top   half  of 
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national  universities  in  the  guide  America's 
Best  Colleges,  published  by  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report. 

•  The  Mustangs'  women's  soccer  program 
has  appeared  in  10  NCAA  Championships 
since  1990. 

•  SMUs  mens  soccer  team  has  made  1 1  con- 
secutive NCAA  Championship  appearances. 

Southern  Miss 

•  Southern  Miss  is  ranked  as  a  top  150 
Carnegie  Foundation  and  Class  1  Southern 
Regional  Educational  Board  institution. 

•  Southern  Miss  is  the  only  school  in  C-USA 
to  win  championships  in  football,  men's 
basketball,  baseball  and  softball. 

•  The  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  has  been 
ranked  among  the  nation's  top  25  in  atten- 
dance for  the  past  12  seasons. 

Tulane 

•  Seventy-nine  percent  of  Green  Wave  stu- 
dent-athletes graduated  in  the  latest  NCAA 
graduation  rate  report,  placing  Tulane  14th 
among  Division  I- A  universities. 

•  According  to  U.S.  News  and  World  Report, 
Tulane  is  among  the  top  50  national  univer- 
sities in  the  country 

•  Founded  in  1834,  Tulane  is  the  oldest  insti- 
tution in  C-USA. 

Tulsa 

•  The  men's  basketball  team  has  posted  eight 
NCAA  appearances  in  the  last  11  years, 
reaching  the  Elite  Eight  in  2000. 

•  The  women's  golf  team  has  notched  five 
top- 10  finishes  in  the  last  10  NCAA 
Championships. 

•  Tulas  is  in  the  top  100  national  doctoral  uni- 
versities in  the  U.S.  News  &  World  Report's 


most  recent  ranking.  All  but  one  of  the 
schools  ranking  ahead  of  Tulsa  had  higher 
tuition  and  fees. 


UAB 


UAB  celebrated  its  25  th  year  of  athletics 
during  the  2003-04  academic  year. 

•  A  record  14  clinical  programs  were  ranked 
in  this  year's  U.S.  News  &  World  Rcpori 
annual  listing  of  America's  Best  Hospitals. 

•  The  Blazer  football  team  plays  its  home 
games  at  Legion  Field,  which  has  a  capacity 
of  72,000,  the  largest  m  C-USA. 

UCF 

•  Projected  enrollment  growth  has  the  uni- 
versity at  more  than  48,000  students  by  the 
year  2010. 

•  The  Golden  Knights  won  their  third  con- 
ference men's  basketball  tournament  title 
in  2004. 

•  The  UCF  baseball  team  has  been  ranked  in 
the  top  25  in  each  of  the  past  six  seasons, 
including  a  school-best  No.  7  in  2001. 

UTEP 

•  The  men's  outdoor  track  and  field  team 
has  scored  points  at  the  last  11  NCAA 
Championships,  including  seven  top-10 
team  finishes. 

•  UTEP,  which  began  as  a  mining  and  metal- 
lurgy college  in  19 14,  recently  celebrated  its 
90"1  anniversary. 

•  For  38  years,  UTEP  was  home  to  basket- 
ball coach  Dennis  Haskins,  who  broke 
color  barriers  by  starting  five  black  play- 
ers in  the  1966  national  championship 
game  in  which  the  Miners  defeated  top- 
ranked  Kentucky. 


DEMOGRAPHICS 


►  12  Universities 

►  9  States 

►  19  Sports 


►  8  of  the  Top  65  TV  Markets 

►  More  than  9  Million  TV  Households 


East  Carolina  University 
Greenville,  NC 


University  of  Central  Flonda 
Orlando.  FL 


C-USA  Divisions 
Eastern  Division 

East  Carolina 
Marshall 
Memphis 
Southern  Miss 


Western  Division 

■  Houston 
Rice 
SMU 
Tulane 

■  Tulsa 

■  UTEP 

Odds  and  Ends 

UCF's  enrollment  of  44,000  is  the 
largest  in  the  conference,  and  15"1 
largest  in  the  country. 

Two  schools  have  enrollments  of  less 
than  5,000  students  -  Tulsa  with 
4,100  students  and  Rice  with  4,785. 

Founded  in  1834,  Tulane  ranks  as 
the  oldest  institution  in  C-USA.  Just 
three  years  later,  Marshall  was  found- 
ed. Founded  in  1969,  UAB  is  the 
youngest  institution. 

C-USA  now  has  institutions  in  two 
of  the  country's  top  10  largest  met- 
ropolitan areas,  based  on  population. 
Dallas,  where  SMU  is  located,  has 
a  metropolitan  population  of  more 
than  five  million,  while  Houston, 
where  both  Houston  and  Rice  are 
located,  has  a  metropolitan  popu- 
lation of  more  than  4.6  million. 
Combined  the  two  television  markets 
(Dallas-Fort  Worth  and  Houston) 
boast  of  more  than  four  million  tele- 
vision households. 


i  Eagle  Offei 


When  the  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagles 
take  the  field  in  2005  they  will  often  find 
unfamiliar  faces  on  the  opposing  side- 
line. On  two  occasions,  Oct.  15  versus 
Central  Florida  and  Nov.  8  at  Marshall, 
the  Golden  Eagles  will  meet  an  opponent 
for  the  first  time  in  school  history.  On 
three 'additional  dates,  Sept.  17  versus 
McNeese  State,  Oct.  8  versus  Tulsa  and 
Oct.  29  at  N.C.  State,  Southern  Miss  will 
be  facing  an  opponent  for  the  first  time 
in  more  than  a  decade. 

But  while  the  schedule,  as  well  as  a 
revamped  Conference  USA,  will  require 
the  Eagle  coaches  make  additional  prepa- 
rations, early  season  Southern  Miss  game 
film  will  likely  be  a  hot  commodity  as 
well.  The  reason  -  new  coordinators 
on  both  sides  of  the  ball  will  help  Head 
Coach  Jeff  Bower  call  the  shots. 

On  offense,  Jay  Johnson,  who  coached 
the  Southern  Miss  running  backs  a  year 
ago,  will  lead  an  experienced  group.  On 
defense,  a  former  Golden  Eagle  assistant, 
Jay  Hopson,  returns  to  Hattiesburg  with 
hopes  of  continuing  Southern 
Miss'  long  tradition  of  frustrat- 
ing offensive  opponents. 


■ 


Although  both  are  new  to  their  posts  on 
the  Division  I-A  level,  Bower  expects  the 
coaching  moves  will  contribute  to  a  suc- 
cessful season,  which  has  also  become  a 
Southern  Miss  tradition  as  the  Eagles  have 
posted  1 1  straight  winning  years. 

"I  feel  good  about  our  staff,"  Bower 
said.  "I  believe  that  Jay  Hopson  and  Jay 
Johnson  will  both  do  a  good  job.  There's 
not  going  to  be  any  drastic  changes  on 
either  side  of  the  ball.  We  may  do  a  few 
things  different  because  there  are  some 
things  those  guys  believe  in  that  are  dif- 
ferent from  the  previous  coordinators.  We 
are  putting  a  little  more  emphasis  on  the 
defensive  line." 

Hopson  should  have  plenty  to  work  with 
at  that  position.  Three  starters  return  to 
anchor  the  Eagle  4-3  defensive  scheme  - 
ends  Matthew  Chatelain  and  Akeem  Lockett 
and  tackle  Terrance  Ford  -  which  welcomes 
back  six  starters  in  all.  Additionally,  comer- 
back  John  Eubanks  has  gained  a  significant 
amount  of  preseason  attention,  both  for  his 
defensive  backfield  skills  as  well  as  his  kickoff 
returning  talent. 

"We  will  have  a  unit  that  puts  a  lot  of  speed 
on  the  field,  but  we  have  to  find  depth  at 
every  position,"  Hopson  said.  "We  feel  confi- 
dent about  the  starters;  we  just  have  to  find 
backups  at  those  positions." 

On  offense,  Southern  Miss  will  not  return 
as  many  starters  -  five  in  all  -  but  will  have 
senior  quarterback  Dustin  Almond  back 
for  his  third  year  as  a  starter  under 
center.  Almond  completed  138  of  268 
passes  with  12  touchdowns  in  2004. 
I      Almond's  two  favorite  targets  a  year 
ago  also  return,  Antwon  Courington, 
who  led  the  Eagles  with  47  catches, 
and  Anthony  Perine,  who  had  24  grabs 
as  a  sophomore.      Redshirt  sopho- 
mores Larry  Thomas  and  Cody  Hull 
are  expected  to  receive  most  of  the 
opportunities  on  the  ground,  run- 
ning the  ball  behind  a  line  that 
includes   returning  starters   Travis 
Cooley  and  George  Batiste. 


"We  have  some  talented  players, 
but  some  of  those  players  are  young," 
Johnson  said.  "There  is  a  lack  of 
game  experience,  but  that  is  some- 
thing you  go  through  at  certain  times. 
But  I'm  excited  about  where  we  are 


Southern  Miss  cornerback  John  Eubanks  is 
expected  to  be  one  of  the  nation's  best  as  a 
defensive  back  and  kick  returner  this  year. 


headed  because  we  have  a  good  group  of 
players  who  are  pretty  solid." 

The  special  teams  units  are  expected 
to  be  strengths  of  the  team.  A  pair  of  Ail- 
Americans  return,  Eubanks  at  kick  return- 
er and  Darren  McCaleb  at  place  kicker. 
Eubanks,  the  C-USA  Special  Teams  Player 
of  the  Year  in  2004,  averaged  29.4  yards  a 
kick  return,  with  his  long  a  97-yarder  for 
a  touchdown  against  Houston.  McCaleb 
made  all  1 5  of  his  field  goal  attempts  during 
the  regular  season,  with  a  long  of  45  yards. 

Punter  Luke  Johnson,  who  averaged  41.8 
yards  a  boot  with  16  of  his  67  punts  landing 
inside  the  20-yard  line,  returns,  as  does  long 
snapper  Steven  Daigle. 

"I  feel  good  about  all  of  our  special  teams 
units,"  Special  Teams  Coordinator  Lytrell 
Pollard  said.  "It  is  one  of  our  stronger  areas, 
and  we  need  it  to  continue  being  one  of 
the  strengths  of  the  program.  We  have 
several  quality  return  men  coming  back,  a 
good  kicker  and  punter  coming  back  and 
several  guys  battling  for  playing  time  who 
will  add  depth  and  make  us  better  as  an 
overall  unit." 

In  addition  to  the  newcomers  to  the  sched- 
ule, the  Golden  Eagles  will  face  some  familiar 
foes  as  well.  Southern  Miss  will  have  a  tough 
nonconference  battle  at  Alabama  on  Sept.  10, 
and  C-USA  road  games  at  Houston  (Sept.  24), 
East  Carolina  (Oct.  1)  and  UAB  (Oct.  21).  The 
Eagles  will  also  host  Memphis  on  Nov.  19. 

The  new-look  conference  will  have  two 
divisions,  and  for  the  first  time  the  division 
winners  will  face  each  other  in  a  conference 
championship  game,  which  will  be  hosted  by 
the  team  with  the  best  C-USA  record. 


Southern  Miss  Football  Schedule 

Date/Time                      Opponent 

Sunday,  Sept.  4/3  p.m. 

TULANE 

Saturday,  Sept.  10/6:45  p.m. 

at  Alabama 

Saturday,  Sept.  17/6  p.m. 

McNeese  St. 

Saturday,  Sept.  24/6  p.m. 

at  HOUSTON 

Saturday,  Oct.  1/5  p.m. 

at  EAST  CAROLINA 

Saturday,  Oct.  8/7  p.m. 

TULSA 

Saturday,  Oct.  15/6  p.m. 

UCF  (Homecoming) 

Friday,  Oct.  21/7  p.m. 

at  UAB 

Saturday,  Oct.  29/noon 

at  North  Carolina  State 

Saturday,  Nov.  5 

Open 

Tuesday,  Nov.  8/6:30  p.m. 

at  MARSHALL 

Saturday,  Nov.  12 

Open 

Saturday,  Nov.  19/7:30  p.m. 

MEMPHIS 

Conference  USA 

games  in  caps 
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ATHLETIC 


Dustin  Almond  (9)  has  been  named  a  Conference  USA  Player  to  Watch  this  season. 


Golden  Eagles  Picked  to  Win  Eastern  Division 

■  Southern  Miss  has  been  picked  to  win  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Conference  USA  in  the  preseason  coaches'  poll.  Seniors  Dustin  Almond 
and  John  Eubanks  were  named  Conference  USA  Players  to  Watch. 

The  Golden  Eagles  got  64  votes  to  rank  atop  the  Eastern  Division, 
while  UAB  got  60,  to  place  second.  Memphis  ranked  third  with  55 
votes,  followed  by  Marshall  (35),  East  Carolina  (19)  and  UCF  (19). 

In  the  Western  Division,  UTEP  led  all  teams  with  68  votes,  while 
Houston  ranked  second  with  59  votes.  Tulane  got  46  votes  to  rank 
third,  followed  by  Tulsa  (31),  Rice  (27)  and  SMU  (21). 

Conference  USA  has  a  different  look  in  2005,  with  every  school 
participating  in  football.  Tulsa,  Rice,  SMU,  UTEP,  Marshall  and  UCF 
are  new  to  the  league,  replacing  Army,  Cincinnati,  USE  Louisville 
and  TCU  as  football  schools. 

Almond  and  Eubanks  were  two  of  24  Conference  USA  players 
named  to  the  Players  to  Watch  list. 

Almond  returns  as  the  team's  starting  quarterback  for  the  third 
consecutive  season.  The  Orange  Park,  Fla.,  native  threw  for  1,848 
yards  and  12  touchdowns  in  2004,  while  running  for  five  more 
touchdowns.  He  had  his  first  300-yard  game  of  his  career  in  2004, 
with  a  304-yard  performance  against  California. 

Eubanks  has  already  garnered  a  lot  of  preseason  publicity  earn- 
ing watch  list  honors  for  the  Bednarik  Award,  given  to  the  defen- 
sive player  of  the  year,  Jim  Thorpe  Award,  given  to  the  nation's 
best  defensive  back  and  Bronko  Nagurski  Trophy,  given  to  the  best 
defensive  player  in  collegiate  football. 

Eubanks  had  his  best  year  defensively  in  2004,  posting  career- 
highs  in  several  categories,  including  total  tackles  with  47  (31  solos, 
16  assists),  three  interceptions  and  nine  deflected  passes,  earning 
first-team  All-Conference  USA  honors. 


AFCA  Recognizes  Football  Graduation  Rates  for  Third-Straight  Year 


1  Southern  Miss  has  been  recognized 
for  its  2005  student-athlete  graduation 
rates  by  the  American  Football  Coaches 
Association,  the  organization  announced 
today.  This  marks  the  third-consecutive 
year  that  Southern  Miss  has  been  hon- 
ored for  its  football  graduation  rates. 

"We  are  extremely  pleased  that 
Southern  Miss  again  ranks  as  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  nation  in  graduating 
our  football  student-athletes,"  Southern 
Miss  Director  of  Athletics  Richard 
Giannini  said.  "Congratulations  to  Head 
Coach  Jeff  Bower,  his  coaching  staff  and 
to  Tracy  Robinson  and  her  staff  with 
the  Student  Academic  Enhancement 
Program,  for  their  efforts  to  ensure  our 
football  players  are  true  student-ath- 
letes. Our  student-athletes  are  also  to 
be  commended  for  their  efforts  to  be 
successful  athletes  on  and  off  the  field, 
in  earning  their  degrees." 

Only  25  institutions  will  be  recog- 
nized for  graduating  70  percent  or  more 


of  their  football  student-athletes.  Duke 
and  Northwestern  each  graduated  100 
percent  of  its  players,  while  four  schools, 
Boston  College,  Miami  (Ohio),  Notre 
Dame  and  Vanderbilt,  achieved  a  rate  of 
90  percent  or  better. 

Southern  Miss,  Ball  State,  Colorado, 
Connecticut,  East  Carolina,  Hawaii, 
Iowa,  Kent  State,  Mississippi,  Nebraska, 
North  Carolina,  Northern  Illinois,  Ohio, 
Penn  State,  SMU,  Texas  Tech,  Tulane, 
Wake  Forest  and  Western  Michigan  each 
had  football  graduation  rates  of  at  least 
70  percent. 

The  overall  graduation  rate  of  the  103 
schools  that  responded  to  the  survey 
was  58  percent,  1  percent  less  than  the 
previous  year.  Fifty  of  the  members 
responding  were  above  the  average  and 
53  were  below  the  average.  The  median 
graduation  rate  was  57  percent,  com- 
pared to  60  percent  last  year  and  59 
percent  two  years  ago.  The  103  respon- 
dents to  this  year's  survey  is  a  record 


high,  besting  the  previous  high  of  102 
in  2002. 

Duke  University  and  Northwestern 
University  will  receive  the  American 
Football  Coaches  Association's  2005 
Academic  Achievement  Award,  which  is 
presented  annually  by  the  Touchdown 
Club  of  Memphis.  The  schools  each 
recorded  a  100  percent  graduation  rate 
when  all  members  of  their  freshman 
classes  of  1999-2000  earned  a  degree. 

The  study  involves  the  freshman  class 
from  the  academic  year  of  1999-2000, 
including  those  who  entered  at  that 
time  but  who  did  not  receive  financial 
aid  until  after  their  initial  year,  or  who 
transferred  from  another  institution  and 
subsequently  received  a  grant-in-aid. 

The  AFCA  graduation  rates  survey  is 
designed  to  measure  an  entering  fresh- 
man who  received  athletically-related 
financial  aid  from  the  institution  of  initial 
attendance  and  analyze  academic  prog- 
ress over  a  period  of  five-plus  years. 
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Maddox  Named 

Scholar  Athlete  of  the  Year 

■  Southern  Miss  junior  first  baseman  Marc 
Maddox  was  named  Co-Conference  USA 
Scholar  Athlete  of  the  Year  in  baseball,  shar- 
ing honors  with  Tulanes  Tommy  Manzella, 
Conference  USA  Commissioner  Britton 
Banowsky  has  announced. 

Maddox  finished  with  a  3.77  GPA  in 
Business  Administration,  as  he  helped 
Southern  Miss  to  a  41-21  record  in  2005, 
for  the  school's  third  straight  40-wm  sea- 
son and  NCAA  Regional  appearance,  both 
school  records. 

The  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  native,  a  first  team 
All-Conference  USA  selection,  led  Southern 
Miss  with  a  .359  batting  average,  153  total 
bases,  44  walks,  15  stolen  bases  and  74  runs 
scored  in  2005,  ranking  second  in  hits  (92), 
home  runs  (14)  and  RBI  (59). 

Conference  USA  Scholar  Athlete  of  the 
Year  awards  are  presented  to  the  top  stu- 
dent-athletes in  each  conference-sponsored 
sport.  The  award  is  based  on  academic 
achievement  (GPA),  athletic  achievement 
and  service. 


Former  Football  Standout  Dies 

■  Frank  Spruiell  '50,  '58,  a  former 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  football 
standout  who  was  inducted  into  the  M-Club 
Hall  of  Fame  in  1970,  died  in  May  at  the 
age  of  77. 

Spruiell  was  an  important  member  of 
the  football  teams  of  1948  and  1949,  scor- 
ing 36  points  and  rushing  for  370  yards  in 
1949.  He  also  intercepted  four  passes. 

Later,  he  served  as  commissioner  of  the 
Louisiana  High  School  Athletic  Association 
(LHSAA). 

Spruiell  was  hired  as  the  association's 
first  assistant  commissioner  in  1966.  He 
served  in  that  capacity  under  T.H.  "Muddy" 
Waters  until  1971  when  he  moved  up  to  the 
top  post.  He  retired  in  1983. 

Tommy  Henry,  current  LHSAA  commis- 
sioner, credited  Spruiell  for  his  role  in  some 
of  the  organization's  biggest  innovations, 
such  as  moving  the  state  football  champi- 
onships to  the  Louisiana  Superdome. 

Spruiell  also  brought  boys  and  girls 
teams  together  for  a  combined  state  track 
meet  and  also  stressed  the  importance  of 
what  were  then  called  entry-fee  sports  such 
as  cross  country  and  volleyball. 

Spruiell  died  at  his  home  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  after  a  short  illness. 


Soccer  Schedule  Announced 

■  The  Lady  Eagle  soccer  schedule  features  17  total  games,  including  six  home 
dates,  two  non-conference  and  four  league  contests.  Southern  Miss  will  host 
Louisiana-Lafayette  (Aug.  26),  North  Florida  (Sept.  9),  Marshall  (Oct.  14),  East 
Carolina  (Oct.  16),  Houston  (Oct.  28)  and  Rice  (Oct.  30)  this  season. 

Non-conference  dates  include  trips  to  Mississippi  Valley  State  (Sept.  2), 
Murray  State  (Sept.  4),  Centenary  (Sept.  11),  Samford  (Sept.  1 6 j,  Jacksonville 
State  (Sept.  18)  and  Louisiana  Tech  (Sept.  25). 

The  Lady  Eagles  also  play  one  preseason  contest,  facing  Texas  A&M  in 
College  Station,  Texas,  on  Aug.  20, 
before  opening  their  home  sched- 
ule against  Louisiana-Lafayette,  in 
a  match  rescheduled  from  last  year 
due  to  a  ram  out. 

The  Lady  Eagles  welcome  back 
14  letterwinners  and  eight  start- 
ers to  this  years  squad,  which 
also  adds  eight  incoming  fresh- 
men. The  team  features  only  three 
seniors:  Micah  Stephens,  Katie 
McClary  and  Chelsey  Brown. 
Junior  Carly  Barkley  returns 
a  team-high  five  goals  and  12 
points,  while  sophomore  Megan 
Kolts  returns  two  goals  and  a 
team-high  three  assists.  Stephens 
and  juniors  Sarah  Brennan,  Kim 
Turner  and  Andrea  Kerkhoff  also 
return  single  goals  in  2005. 

Southern  Miss  finished  5-11-1 
in  2004.  Coach  Gail  Macklin 


Dennis  Selected  as 

Cleveland  Golf  All-America  Scholar 

Southern  Miss  senior  golfer  Danny  Dennis  has 
been  selected  as  a  Cleveland  Golf  All-America 
Scholar  recipient,  announced  by  the  Golf  Coaches 
Association  of  America  (GCAA). 

Dennis,   a   Colliervillc,   Term.,   native,   recently 

wrapped  up  his  junior  year  with  a  74.5  scoring 

average  over  the  fall  and  spring  seasons,  notching 

five  Top  25  finishes,  including  earning  medalist 

honors  in  the  Fairway  Club  Invitational  in  Lincoln. 

Neb.,  and  a  third  place  finish  in  the  USA  Fall  Beach 
Danny  Dennis  ,-.-,  x ,   ,  . ,       . , 

Classic  m  Mobile,  Ala. 

Dennis  was  among  the  86  recipients  on  the  Division  I  level,  while  a  host 
of  others  were  chosen  from  Division  II  and  Division  III  schools.  He  also 
was  one  of  two  players  selected  from  Conference  USA.  joining  Tulanes 
William  Roach  Jr. 

To  be  eligible  for  Cleveland  Golf  All-America  Scholar  status,  an  individual 
must  be  a  junior  or  senior  academically  and  have  competed  in  at  least  two  lull 
years  at  the  collegiate  level,  participate  in  70-percent  ot  his  teams  competitive 
rounds,  have  a  stroke  average  under  76.0  in  Division  1.  78.0  in  Division  II  and 
79.0  in  Division  III  and  maintain  a  minimum  cumulative  grade-point  average 
of  3.2  in  Division  I  and  3.0  in  Divisions  11  and  III.  A  recipient  must  also  be  of 
high  moral  character  and  in  sjood  standing  at  his  college  or  university 
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Go  Gold!  and  Get  One  Highlights  2005 

It  is  our  goal  to  see  our  stadium  filled  with  "Gold"  for  the  2005  sea- 
son. With  five  television  games  this  year  our  fan  support  can  make  a 
national  statement.  So  please  check  your  closets  and  make  sure  you 
have  gold  for  the  season.  If  you  do  not,  we  would  love  to  give  you  a 
free  shirt  through  our  "Get  One"  campaign.  All  you  have  to  do  is  help 
us  recruit  a  new  member  of  the  Eagle  Club;  it  is  that  easy 

Another  great  reason  to  get  involved  is  that  in  2007  with  the 
grand  opening  of  our  expanded  and  refurbished  football  stadium 
numerous  quality  football  seats  will  be  come  available.  By  joining 
now,  or  even  increasing  levels,  fans  will  have  a  greater  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  quality  seating  that  has  been  made  possible  by  the 
movement  of  many  our  donors  to  suites  and  club-level  seating. 
Additional  information  on  the  Eagle  Club,  tickets  and  parking,  or 
either  campaign  is  available  by  calling  (601)  266-5299. 


Circle  of  Champions  Making  Improvements  Possible 

As  we  begin  the  2005  football  season  it  is  time  to  reflect 

upon  those  who  have  done 

so  much  for  our  program.     Our 

new  facilities  would  not  have  been  possible  if  it  were  not  for  the 

support  of  our  Circle  of  Champions  members.    As  you  attend 

athletic  events,  why  not  take 

a  moment  to  thank  the  following 

individuals  who  have  made  sc 

)  much  possible.  Asterisks  indicate 

gold  level  supporters. 

Anonymous 

Thomas  and  Clodagh  Mann 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  Adams 

Dr.  and  Mrs  Keith  Melancon 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skip  Bean 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Mixon 

Beau  Rivage  Resort 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Molleston* 

Mr.  Joe  Best* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greg  Moore 

Mr.  George  Birdrow 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Moore 

Tom  Bower  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Marvin  Morris  III 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kim  Bradley 

Mr.  Ralph  J.  Morris 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Brent 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gary  Parr 

Andyand  Donna  Brown 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  L.  'Jimmy'  Payne  Jr. 

Bryan  Nelson,  PA 

Mr.  Jim  Payne 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Carlisle* 

Mr.  Keith  Payne 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Chain 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Payne 

Hattiesburg  Coca-Cola  (Brad  Brian) 

Mr.  W.  A.  Payne 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  Collum 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  D.  "Doc"  Roberts 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Deakle 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Truman  Roberts 

C.  L.  Dews  and  Sons  Foundry 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vic  Roberts 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Dukes 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Rogers* 

Fairchild  Family 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doug  Rouse* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pat  Ferlise* 

Mickey  Ryan 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  Tyler  Fletcher 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greg  Rutland 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Gibson  Jr.* 

Shemper  and  Sons 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kevin  Giddis 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Sims 

Godwin  Group  (Danny  F.  Mitchell) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Smith* 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ron  Graham 

Stokes  Distributing 

Mack  and  Vickie  Grubbs 

(Tommy  Stokes/Sparky  Walker) 

Lester  and  Jan  Haddox 

Mr.  Ben  Sutton,  ISP 

Fred  and  Jimmie  Hatten* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chevis  Swetman 

The  Billy  Hewes  Family 

Dr.  Scott  Thames* 

Mr.  Paul  H.  "Bud"  Holmes* 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  Thames* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krandall  Howell 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shelby  Thames* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paige  Howell 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Thompson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mickey  Hudson 

Drs.  Jon  and  Christy  Thornton 

Dr.  Wayne  Hughes 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thad  Waites* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toby  Jeffreys 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Walker 

Johnny  and  Helen  Kelly 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Ward 

Mr.  Buddy  King* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Warren 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Landrum 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nick  Welch* 

John  and  Gayle  Lee 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roddy  Woods 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lance  Line* 

1 

Athletic  Facilities  Renovations  Continuing 

Since  2000,  the  department  of  athletics  has  invested  $15  million 
in  building  new  facilities  or  renovating  existing  facilities.  During 
the  next  12  months,  athletics  will  begin  another  $30  million  in 
new  and  renovated  facilities  projects. 

The  projects  completed  include:  Baseball  Center  (2001-  $800,000); 
Softball  Stadium  (2001  -  $400,000);  Athletic  Center  (2002  -  $11  mil- 
lion); Roberts  Stadium  Lighting  (2002  -  $360,000);  Football  Practice 
Complex  and  Lights  (2003-04  -  $185,000);  Baseball  Parking  Lot 
(2004  -  $70,000);  Roberts  Stadium  Artificial  Turf  (2004  -  $500,000); 
new  baseball  scoreboard  (July  2005  -  $200,000)  and  Reed  Green 
Coliseum  improvements  (2004  -  $1,512,000).  In  addition  to  our 
Circle  of  Champions,  we  sincerely  thank  the  many  Southern  Miss 
donors  that  made  the  above  projects  a  reality. 

Right  around  the  corner,  construction  will  start  on  a  new  press 
box  and  12  suites  at  Pete  Taylor  Baseball  Park  (2005  -  $1.5  mil- 
lion) and  will  be  completed  during  the  2006  season.  Construction 
will  begin  in  November  on  the  second  phase  renovation  of  Reed 
Green  Coliseum  at  a  cost  of  $6.5  million.  The  work  will  include 
a  new  student-athlete  center  featuring  dressing  rooms,  meeting 
rooms,  a  strength  training  area,  sports  medicine  area,  coaches 
dressing  rooms,  coaches  office  complex,  a  visitor  dressing  room 
area,  a  new  air-conditioning  chiller  and  sound  system.  The  project 
will  be  completed  in  November  2006. 

The  expansion  of  Roberts  Stadium  is  slated  to  begin  in  March 
2006.  Thirty-plus  suites  will  be  built  along  with  a  stadium  club, 
a  touchdown  terrace  private  seating  area,  a  general  seating  area, 
concessions  stands,  restrooms,  elevators,  a  visitor  dressing  room, 
academic  space  and  a  concourse  above  the  new  structure  that  will 
connect  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  stadium.  The  cost  of  the  proj- 
ect is  $22.5  million  and  is  being  funded  by  the  sale  of  the  suites  and 
club  seats.  The  project  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  in  July  2007. 

1980  Football  Team  to  Hold  Its  25th  Reunion 

The  1980  Football  team  will  hold  its  25th  reunion  in  conjunction 
with  Homecoming  weekend,  Oct.  15,  when  the  Golden  Eagles  play 
the  University  of  Central  Florida.  This  team  accomplished  numer- 
ous firsts  in  Southern  Miss  sports  history: 

•First  team  to  appear  on  network  television  (Tulane) 

•First  team  to  be  ranked  in  the  top  20 

•First  team  to  play  in  a  bowl  game  since  the  school  became  a 
university  (Independence  Bowl) 

The  team  will  have  a  private  reception  on  Friday,  Oct.  14,  in  the  M- 
club,  and  will  be  recognized  during  the  game.  Additionally,  all  former 
team  members  will  participate  in  Eagle  Walk  before  the  game  For 
additional  information,  contact  Reggie  Collier  at  (601)  266-6477,  or 
Reggie .  Collier@usm.edu 

Athletic  Reunion  Hosted  by  Sammy  Winder 

Stop  by  and  meet  all  our  former  athletes  as  Sammy  Winder  hosts 
a  tailgate  party  before  and  after  the  Oct.  15  Homecoming  game. 
The  tailgate  party  will  be  located  at  the  4th  Street  corner  of  lot  14 
and  lot  14A,  just  east  of  the  Pat  Ferlise  Center.  The  social  is  for 
any  former  student-athlete,  regardless  of  sport,  and  all  are  encour- 
aged to  attend.  Fans  are  also  encouraged  to  stop  by  and  say  hello. 
Additionally,  Sammy  is  organizing  a  charity  function  that  will  be 
called  "Reggie  and  Sammy's  Clothes  for  Kids"  that  will  be  associated 
with  the  tailgate  party. 

For  additional  information,  contact  Reggie  Collier  at  (601)  266- 
6477  or  Reggie.Collier@usm.edu. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fel- 
low Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news 
to  The  Talon,  please  send  your  infor- 
mation to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail 
alumm@usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  other- 
wise noted. 


ALFRED     E.      GREY      42 

announces  the  birth  of 
great-granddaughter  Skyler 
Emily. 


1950s 


J.S.  ANZALONE  '56,  '62  has  been  named 
president-elect  of  the  National  Association  of 
Diaconate  Directors,  the  Catholic  organization 
for  those  who  train  deacons  for  service  in  the 
church.  Anzalone  served  as  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  director  of  admissions 
from  1962-68.  Ordained  to  church  ministry  in 
1987,  Anzalone  serves  as  director  of  Diaconate 
Formation  for  the  Diocese  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 

GERALD  TAYLOR  '57  has  been  honored  with 
the  Bill  Wade  Unsung  Hero  Award  by  the  Ail- 
American  Football  Foundation.  Taylor  was  an 
offensive  end  on  the  football  team  in  the  mid- 
1950s  under  Head  Coach  Thad  "Pie"  Vann.  At 
the  same  banquet,  Geralds  wife,  FREDDE  '58, 
was  honored  with  the  Ail-American  Football 
Foundations  Majorette  Award.  Gerald  and 
Fredde  have  been  married  48  years. 

ROSS  CLARK  PEARSON  '58  and  CAROL 
HELBIG  PEARSON  '59  celebrated  their 
46in  anniversary  on  June  13.  They  also 
welcome  a  sixth  grandchild,  Spencer  Ross 
Pearson,  to  the  family. 

FULTON  JAMES  WELSH  JR.  '59  announces 
the  birth  of  grandson  Michael  Paul  Douglas, 
born  June  1.  Welsh  resides  in  Arlington,  Texas. 


IQfifk 


LARRY  N.  MOORE  '60  has  retired  after  21 
years  as  purchasing  manager  for  Smurfit- 
Stone  in  Panama  City  Fla. 

BODIE  J.  BEARD  '61,  who  operates  his  real 
estate  appraisal  firm  in  The  Woodlands,  Texas, 
is  a  contributing  author  on  a  new  publication 
by  the  Appraisal  Institute  titled  "Appraising 
Industrial  Properties."  The  Appraisal  Institute's 
new  text  is  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the  dif- 
ferent factors  an  appraiser  must  consider  when 
valuing  industrial  real  estate. 


The  15th  book  written  by  LT.  COL.  JAMES  S. 
MAJOR  '63  has  been  published  by  the  United 
States  Government.  The  book  is  a  style  guide 
that  is  used  as  a  textbook  by  the  Joint  Military 
Intelligence  College  and  in  other  agencies 
throughout  the  intelligence  community. 

TONI  STEPHENS  FARELLO  '65,  '68  has 

retired  from  the  District  of  Columbia  Public 
Schools.  She  joins  her  husband  LEONARD 
FARELLO  '68,  who  retired  from  the  same 
school  system  four  years  earlier. 

LEONARD  VAN  SLYKE  '66, 

a  partner  of  Watkins,  Ludlam, 
Winter  &  Stennis,  PA.  in 
Jackson  and  a  native  of 
Hattiesburg,  has  been  elected 
to  the  board  of  Meritas  during 
its  15m  Annual  Meeting  in 
Tampa,  Fla.  A  closely  inte- 
grated group  of  over  165  full-service  law  firms 
and  more  than  5,000  attorneys  located  in 
more  than  55  countries,  Meritas  provides 
business  clients  with  worldwide  access  to 
comprehensive  legal  services.  Van  Slyke  will 
serve  a  three-year  term. 

REV.    MICHAEL    A.    KNIPPERS    '67    has 

retired  from  the  Southern  Baptist  pastoral 
ministry  after  42  years  of  service. 


MARGARET 

'67,   '68   has 

employed  by  Southern 
Miss  as  an  instructor 
in  the  Department  of 
EducationalLeadership 
and  Research. 

MARY  ANN 

PENNINGTON 

'67  has  retired  after 
working  35  years  for 
Bay  District  Schools 
in  Panama  City,  Fla. 
Pennington  also 

taught  two  years  at 
Woodley  Elementary 
in  Hattiesburg. 

CHARLES  PEARCE 
'69  and  KATHY  HILL 

PEARCE  '72  have 
moved  to  Hattiesburg. 
Kathy  has  retired  after 
32  years  as  a  math 
teacher,  and  Charles  is 
an  administrative  law 
judge  for  the  United 
States  Office  of  Hearings 
and  Appeals.  He  had 
previously  served  as 
an  administrative  law 
judge  in  Jackson  and 
Shreveport,  La, 


JANICE     POLK     LOFTIN 

married   B.G.    Loftm.    She   is 


RICHARD    H.    DAVIS    70   has 

been  elected  to  the  Mississippi 
Bankers  Association  Board  of 
Directors.  Davis,  CEO  of  Columbia- 
based  Citizens  Bank,  will  serve  a 
three-year  term  on  the  board. 

HARRY  M.   WALKER  72   has 

been  elected  to  serve  as  vice 
president  of  the  Mississippi 
Bankers  Association  for  2005-06. 
As  vice  president,  he  will  be  part 
of  the  MBA  Board  of  Directors, 
which  governs  the  116-year-old  trade  associa- 
tion. Walker  is  Jackson-Metro  president  of 
Trustmark  National  Bank  in  Jackson,  where  he 
has  worked  for  more  than  33  years. 

GORDON  CHESTER  JOHNSON  73.    80 

of  Slidell,  La.,  is  retired  and  helping  his  wife, 
Lou  Ann,  in  the  antique  business. 

MARJORIE  ASP  KUENN  73,  74  was  nomi- 
nated for  four  professional  awards  in  February. 
including  Who's  Wlw  Among  America's 
Teachers  2006,  Who's  Wlw  oj American  Women 
-  Silver  Anniversary  Edition  2006.  Who's  Who 
in  America  -  60th  Anniversary  Edition  2006  and 
Who's  Wlw  in  the  World  2006.  She  is  currendy 
an  orchestra  director  in  the  Hickman  Mills  CI 
School  District  in  Kansas  City  Missouri. 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


Enhancing  wellness  and  recreation  for  Southern  Miss 

with  Payne,  you  Gain 


a  connection  to  your  alma  mater  and  a  healthier  body,  mind,  and  spirit. 
Annual  memberships  at  the  Payne  Center  for  regular  alumni  are  S274, 

•  M.C.  Johnson  Natatorium 

•  racquetball 

•  circuit  training 


•  group  exercise 

•  indoor  track 

•  much  more 


Call  today  for  additional 
membership  information. 

(601)266-5405 
www.usm.eduiBCSpoits 
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"Do  You  Know  What  You  Don't  Know... 
About  Women's  Health  Issues" 
Cindy  A.  Krueger  78 
248  pages,  $17.95 
BC  Publishing  2005 

When    it    comes    to 
women's  health 

and  safety,  conven- 
tional wisdom  is 
unacceptable,  states 
the  author  of  "Do 
You  Know  What  You 
Don't  Know. .  .About 
Women's  Health 
Issues." 
Cindy  (Cline) 
Krueger  says  her  book  will  help  women 
learn  how  to  fight  disease  and  enhance 
immunity;  how  to  avoid  medical  advice 
that  can  do  more  harm  than  good;  why 
nutritional  deficiency  is  a  major  threat  to 
your  health;  and  how  to  avoid  toxins  in 
the  environment. 

Krueger,  a  noted  health  researcher 
and  longtime  women's  health  advocate, 
researches  literature  and  illuminates  the 
causes  of  illnesses  and  conditions  that 
plague  women  today.  She  leads  the  reader 
step  by  step  through  the  successful  use  of 
drug-free  alternatives,  presenting  clearly 
the  scientific  bases  for  them.  She  draws 
together  healing  resources  that  provide 
women  with  solutions  that  are  safe,  gentle 
and  simple. 

Krueger  is  founder  and  president  of 
Preservion,  Inc.,  a  health  research  consul- 
tation and  education  company.  She  pro- 
vides individual  and  business  clients  with 


MAJ.  GEN.  MICHAEL  W.  PETERSON, 
USAF,  74,  '83  has  been  assigned  as  director, 
Information,  Services  and  Integration,  Office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force,  located  at  the 
Pentagon  in  Washington,  D.C.  Previously,  Maj. 
Gen.  Peterson  served  as  Deputy  Commander  for 
Global  Strike  and  Air  Component  Coordination 
Element  Director,  Strategic  Air  Force,  Air 
Combat  Command  and  was  stationed  at  Offutt 
Air  Force  Base,  located  in  Nebraska. 

THOMAS  SAUL  74  has  completed  his  31st 
year  as  a  public  school  teacher  in  the  Clinton, 
Miss.,  public  school  system.  Saul  also  works 
part  time  as  a  historian  for  the  Vicksburg- 
Warren  County  Historical  Society. 


customized  healthcare  strategies  that  focus 
on  prevention  and  healing.  She  research- 
es information  from  scientific  literature, 
health  practitioners  and  healthcare  institu- 
tions that  support  integrative  and  natural 
approaches  to  health  and  healing. 

"Do  You  Know  What  You  Don't  Know. . . 
About  Women's  Health  Issues"  is  available 
online  at  www.preservion.com  or  by  call- 
ing 1-800-879-6504  or  (813)  289-9282. 

"The  Camel  Boy" 

Selby  Parker  74 

205  pages,  softcover,  $16.95 

Publish  America 

"The  Camel  Boy,"  a  fictional  account  of 
historical  realism,  centers  on  the  life  of 
Riley  Murphy,  an  Irish  youth  orphaned  on 
the  Texas  frontier. 

The  storyline  offers  contrasting  views  of 
Texas  frontier  life  from  1853  to  1866  as 
Murphy  matures.  The  reader  is  presented 
views  of  army  fort  life;  the  wonders  of 
camels  at  Camp  Verde;  the  political  and 
social  forces  on  family  life;  guerilla  warfare; 
the  emergence  of  the  Civil  War;  and  a  final 
battle  fought  at  Palmitto  Hill.  As  Riley  grows 
to  manhood  one  sees  the  inevitable  forces 
that  mold  his  character  as  he  experiences  a 
complex  range  of  emotions  and  attitudes. 

The  book's  author,  Selby  Parker,  is  a 
former  chief  of  vocational  rehabilitation 
and  counseling  for  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Veterans  Affairs.  Parker  is  a  native  and 
received  his  Ed.D  and  master  of  science 
degrees  in  guidance  and  counseling  from 
Southern  Miss. 

Since  being  honorably  discharged  from 


JAMES  WHEAT  '74  has  been  appointed  by 
Mississippi  Governor  Haley  Barbour  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Health  Care  Trust 
Fund. 

MARK  CUMBEST  75,  broker/ 
owner  of  Cumbest  Realty  Inc., 
in  Jackson  County,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Mississippi 
Real  Estate  Commission  by 
Governor  Haley  Barbour. 
Cumbest  will  represent  the 
Fourth  Congressional  District. 
The   Mississippi   Real   Estate 

Commission  administers  control  over  the  real 

estate  industry  in  Mississippi. 


the  United  States  Navy  in  1958  he  worked 
in  the  field  of  social  work,  juvenile  proba- 
tion and  parole,  college  counselor  and 
counseling  psychologist  with  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

Parker  is  married  to  the  former  Ruby 
Fay  Lyons  and  they  have  four  children.  He 
resides  in  Clinton. 

"The  Camel  Boy"  is  available  at 
www.PublishAmerica.com. 

"Olio,  A  Hodgepodge 
of  Readable  Poetry" 
Dennis  Price  '69 
56  pages,  $12 

Poet  Dennis  Price 
describes  the  col- 
lection of  poems  in 
"Olio,  A  Hodgepodge 
of  Readable  Poetry," 
as  simple  and  under- 
standable. The  sub- 
jects he  ponders  run 
the  gamut  from  God 
and  America  to  arma- 
dillos and  dieting. 
An  award-winning  poet,  Price  has  writ- 
ten poetry  since  he  was  in  high  school.  In 
1969,  he  graduated  from  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  with  a  degree  in 
English.  He  taught  high  school  for  one 
year,  then  worked  as  a  federal  criminal 
investigator. 

He  and  his  wife  Barbara  reside  in 
Leander,  Texas. 

For  more  information  about  "Olio,  A 
Hodgepodge  of  Readable  Poetry,"  e-mail 
denbar-p0321@sbcglobal.net. 
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FRANK   FINNEGAN   75, 
77    and   PAM    BASS    '80 

announce  their  engagement. 
The  couple  will  be  married 
Oct.  22,  2005,  at  the 
Methodist  Church  Chapel  in 
Madison.  Frank  is  now 
employed  as  a  social  worker 
at  the  Veteran's  Administration  Hospital  in 
Jackson,  and  Pam  is  a  freelance  makeup  artist 
and  special  event  coordinator  for  the  Mississippi 
Television  and  Film  Commission  in  Jackson. 

KATHLEEN  MCNEESE  75  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  nurse  manager  at  the  Keck  School  of 
Medicine  at  the  University  of  Southern  California. 
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LARRY  SAMS  75  has  retired  as  a  pro- 
fessor following  29  years  at  Mississippi 
Valley  State  University.  Sams'  recent  arti- 
cles include  "Sexuality,  Family,  and  Sin 
in  Hawthorns  'Young  Goodman  Brown,'" 
published  in  the  Summer  2004  edition 
of  Northwoods  Journal,  and  "State  of  the 
Garden"  in  Valley  Voices. 

EUGENE  ZIEBACH  75,  general  manager 
of  Dothan  (Ala.)  Country  Club,  has  com- 
pleted the  Club  Manager  Association  of 
Americas  Business  Management  Institute  IV 
"Managerial  Excellence  -  Tactics  for  Today." 

MARK  C.  POLLACK  76  worked  as  the  direc- 
tor of  photography  for  the  "Glory  of  Baroque 
Dresden"  exhibit  in  Jackson,  Miss.  Pollack 
traveled  to  Dresden,  Germany,  to  document 
art  objects  and  recorded  video  for  the  orienta- 
tion and  gift  shop  videos  at  the  exhibit. 

Sarah  Ann  Zachary,  the  daughter  of  RICHARD 
ZACHARY  76,  has  graduated  from  Forrest 
County  Agricultural  High  School  (FCAHS) 
with  honors.  Sarah  Ann  Zachary  also  was 
inducted  into  the  FCAHS  Hall  of  Fame. 

PENNY  SUE  IVEY  77  has  retired  after  more 
than  28  years  of  teaching. 

EVA  JENKINS  77  is  a  kindergarten  teacher 
at  Abita  Springs  Elementary  School  in  St. 
Tammany  Parish,  La.  She  has  been  in  the 
teaching  profession  for  23  years. 

JAMES    L.    NICHOLSON    SR.    78    has 

accepted  the  position  of  human  resources 
manager/stores  for  Kirklands  Inc.  He  has 
been  employed  by  Kirklands  for  18  years. 


AUDREY  YATES  SPRADLEY  80  was  mar 

ried  Sept.  16,  2004,  to  Vondell  Spradley. 

LAURIE  FORD  GRAHAM  '82  has  been 
promoted  to  manager  of  the  Cancer  Research 
Program  at  the  Zimmer  Cancer  Center, 
New  Hanover  Regional  Medical  Center  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 

JEFFREY  WAYNE  MILLER  82  has  pur- 
chased a  franchise  of  Heavens  Best  Carpet 
and  Upholstery  Cleaning.  Miller  operates  the 
business  in  Galveston  County,  Texas,  and  the 
surrounding  area. 

DAVID  W  DUNN  SR.  '83  started  his 
own  consulting  company  two  years  ago 
after  spending  more  than  25  years  in  the 
U.S.  Air  Force  and  14  years  working  for 
private  computing  companies  in  the 
Miami  Valley  in  Ohio.  The  company. 
Number  One  Consulting,  specializes  in 
helping  companies  break  into  the  federal, 
state  and  commercial  information  tech- 
nology markets. 


LINDY  CAROL  O'NEILL  '83,  '89  has  been 
promoted  to  lead  education  facilitator  at 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Gulfport,  Miss. 

MAJ.  ANDREW  R.  ENGLISH,  U.S.A. E  '84, 

'87  has  been  assigned  as  Chief  of  Intelligence 
777  EAS  at  an  air  base  in  Southern  Iraq.  He 
is  assigned  in  support  of  C-130  Airlift  opera- 
tions at  the  Forward  operating  base. 

BECKY  SUE  FITCH  '84  was  honored  as 
"Teacher  of  the  Year"  at  a  National  History 
Day  celebration  in  Kentucky. 

TINA  DIANE  FULLEN  '84  has  been 
selected  as  one  of  40  people  to  attend 
National  Seeking  Educational  Equity  and 
Diversity  (SEED)  training  in  San  Anselmo, 
Calif.  Fullen  then  plans  to  facilitate  profes- 
sional development  for  teachers  in  Columbus 
Public  Schools  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the 
2005-06  school  year. 

MICHAEL  GREY  JONES  '85  has  been 
named  partner  in  the  architect  firm  Johnson 
Bailey  Henderson  McNeel,  PA. 

LONNIE  MELVIN  '85  is  principal  at  Madison 
Elementary  in  Norman,  Okla.  Under  Melvins 
leadership,  Madison  Elementary  has  been 
chosen  as  one  out  of  15  schools  in  the  state 
recognized  as  Best  Practice  Schools. 

WILLIAM  BUCHANAN  '86,  '88,  profes- 
sor of  library  science  at  Clarion  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  awarded  a  masters 
degree  in  parks  and  recreation  from  Slippery 
Rock  University.  Buchanan  received  his  under- 
graduate degree  at  Georgia  State  University 
and  also  holds  master's  degrees  in  history 
and  library  science  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  and  an  interdisciplin- 
ary doctorate  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Greensboro. 

DONALD  DAVENPORT  '86  has  joined 
SMS  Management  as  administrator/CEO. 
SMS  Management  administers  the  medi- 
cal practices  of  South  Mississippi  Surgeons, 
Mississippi  Coast  Urology,  Gulf  Coast  Plastics 
and  Reconstructive  Surgery,  Coast  Cardiac 
Surgery,  and  South  Mississippi  Surgical 
Weight  Loss  Center. 

MICHAEL  FITZGERALD  '86  has  been 
promoted  to  president  of  White-Spynner 
Construction  Co.,  Inc.  Fitzgerald  resides  in 
Mobile,  Ala. 

FRANK  A.  GLENN  '86  has  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  ol  lieutenant  colonel.  He  cur- 
rently serves  as  commander  of  the  Physical 
Medicine  Flight  at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base. 

DON  JENRETTE  '86,  of  Bonaire,  Ga.,  has 
been  promoted  to  manager  of  the  Air  Force 
Reserve  Drug  Demand  Reduction  Program 
located  at  Robins  Air  Force  Base  in  Georgia. 


As  program  manager  he  has  management 
oversight  of  the  53  base-level  Air  Force  Reserve 
offices  responsible  for  admimstenng  the  ran- 
dom drug  testing  program  as  well  as  substance 
abuse  education  and  prevention  initiatives. 

BRADLEY  LANGSTON  '86,  '89  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Mississippi  School  of  Banking 
at  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

JOE  S.  MCCLAMMY  '86,  '88,  a  civilian  video 
production  specialist  for  the  U.S.  Army,  has 
accepted  a  promotion  to  work  as  a  broad- 
casterMdeographer  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Gulf  Region  Division,  located  in 
Baghdad,  Iraq.  McClammy  will  set  up  a  visual 
information  shop  within  the  public  affairs  office 
to  provide  an  official  source  of  \ideo  for  news 
agencies,  networks  and  production  houses  from 
around  the  world  of  Iraqi  reconstruction  proj- 
ects that  are  managed  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Gulf  Region  Division. 

LAURIE  '87  and  ROD  LITTLE  '87  have  opened 
a  Subway  restaurant  in  Louisville,  Neb. 

DONNA  RICHEY  '87  has  been  named 
to  the  GodwmGroups  board  of  directors. 
GodwinGroup  is  an  integrated  marketing 
firm  headquartered  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  with 
offices  in  Biloxi  and  Miami. 

MATTIE  "DARLENE"  MATHIS-HILL  "88. 
'91,  '03  has  created  a  cross-stitch  of  the 
Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration  Building. 
Hill  is  selling  the  20-inch  x  22-inch  artwork, 
framed  and  matted,  for  $350. 

STACEY    CALLOWAY    READY    '88    has 

joined  the  University's  Honors  College  as 
Coordinator  of  General  Honors. 

MATT  COBB  '89  and  LORI  JOHNSON 
COBB  '89  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Aaron  James  Cobb.  Aaron  is  also  welcomed 
by  big  sister  Amelia. 

KERRY   WARD   '89   and  his 

wife,  Sharon,  announce  the 
birth  of  Lindsey  Mane  Ward, 
born  March  13  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Big  brother  Nathan  also  wel- 
comes Lmdsev. 


ALLEN  G.  HOLDER  IV  '90,  '93  and 
LEANNE  DANIEL  HOLDER  '94  announce 
the  birth  of  their  first  child.  Ridge  Allen 
Holder,  born  March  23.  2005  Both  Allen 
and  Leanne  are  mathematics  professors  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas  -  Allen  at  Trinity  University 
and  Leanne  at  St.  Marys  University 

DAVID  TISDALE  '90,  assistant  director 
lor  news  with  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Department  ot  Marketing 
and    Public    Relations,   received   the   Public 
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Relations  Association  of  Mississippi's  (PRAM) 
top  award,  the  PRism,  at  the  associations 
state  conference.  Tisdale  won  a  PRism  in  the 
feature  story  or  series  category  for  his  story 
"Southern  Miss  Alum  Still  Making  the  Grade 
as  Professional  Artist." 

CHARLES  BURT  '91  has  been  elected  as  an 
at-large  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Maryland  State  Teachers.  Burt  also  serves  as  a 
member  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Prince 
Georges  County  Educators'  Association,  the 
National  Education  Association's  fifth-largest 
local  affiliate  with  more  than  9,000  members. 

FRANCES  LEE  GADDIS  '91,  '97  has  retired 
after  36  years  as  a  teacher,  counselor  and  school 
administrator.  Gaddis  resides  in  Vicksburg. 

MATTHEW  ORD  '91  and  his  wife,  Amy, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  first  child.  Mary 
Patricia,  born  Sept.  11,  2004,  weighed  7 
pounds,  2  ounces  and  was  20  inches  long. 

WILLIAM  E  SNYDER  '91  and  his  wife,  Wendy, 
announce  the  birth  of  Colin  McLean  Snyder. 

GARY  KIRKLAND  '92  has  taken  office 
as  president  of  the  Florida  Marine  Science 
Educators  Association.  Kirkland  is  in  his 
36  year  teaching  marine  biology/ocean- 
ography and  is  employed  by  Fletcher  High 
School  in  Duval  County,  Fla. 


Now  with  2  Great  Locations 


637  Brookway  Btvd 

Brookhaven 

601*33*5303 


KEVIN  STORR  '92  has  been  named  direc- 
tor of  Communications  for  i-SAFE  America 
Inc.,  a  nonprofit  foundation  that  keeps  kids 
and  teens  safe  online  through  education  and 
community  outreach  programs  provided 
free  of  charge  to  the  public. 

CHRIS  CAMPBELL  '93,  a  veteran  commu- 
nication educator,  has  been  named  director 
of  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism.  Campbell  comes  to  Southern 
Miss  from  Ithaca  College,  where  he  served 
as  chair  of  the  journalism  department.  He 
holds  a  bachelor's  degree  in  English  from 
Webster  University  in  St.  Louis,  a  mas- 
ter's degree  in  mass  communication  from 
Southern  Illinois  University  at  Edwardsville 
and  a  doctorate  in  mass  communication 
from  Southern  Miss. 

MIKE  CHAPPELL  '93  has  been  named  a 
partner  at  the  government  relations  con- 
sulting firm  Fierce,  Isakowitz  &  Blalock. 
Chappell  is  regarded  as  a  leading  strate- 
gist on  matters  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  Energy  and  Commerce  Committee. 
After  stints  at  the  Republican  National 
Convention  and  various  campaigns,  he 
moved  to  Capitol  Hill  with  a  position  on 
the  staff  of  Rep.  Roger  Wicker.  His  last 
position  prior  to  2003,  when  he  joined 
Fierce,  Isakowitz 
&  Blalock,  was  as 
deputy  chief  of 
Furniture  staff  to    Rep.    Chip 

EfG'tftS  Pickering. 

JOSEPH  DULANEY 

'93  has  joined 
the  Nystrom 

Educational  Division 
of  Herff  Jones.  He 
resides  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  with  his  wife, 
Theresa,  and  2-year- 
old  Emma  Lauren. 
Theresa  is  a  teacher 
with  Metro  Nashville 
Schools. 

JOHN    F.    HOLDER 

'93  is  vice  president  of 
operations  for  Bryson 
&  Company,  a  full- 
line  independent 
insurance  agency  in 
Ridgeland. 

W.  CHARLES 

JOHNSON  JR. 

'93  and  Tiffany  C. 
Johnson  announce 
the  birth  of  Jake 
Clark  Johnson.  The 
family  resides  in 
New  Orleans,  La. 


6242  Hwy  98  West 

Hattiesburg 

601*264-4949 


PAUL  HEARD  '94  has  been  promoted  to 
chief  financial  officer  and  vice  president  of 
finance  of  Gold  Strike  in  Tunica. 

JUSTIN  HILL  '94  has  been  promoted  to  direc- 
tor of  marketing  for  the  Isle  of  Capri  Casino. 

PATRICK  JOHNSON  '94  has  joined  Earth 
Tech  Inc.  as  senior  regional  manager,  Marketing 
Services.  A  subsidiary  of  Tyco  Inc.,  Earth  Tech 
provides  infrastructure  services  to  private  cli- 
ents and  the  public  sector  worldwide. 

PAUL  M.  RICE  '94  is  a  partner  in  a 
new  software  company  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  called  Paperless  Environments,  LLC. 
Rice's  role  is  as  vice  president/chief  tech- 
nology officer. 

SUZANNA    THOMPSON    NEY 

'95  and  her  husband,  Michael, 
announce  the  January  6,  2005, 
birth  of  their  son,  Michael 
Austin. 

KRISTI  MUENCH  PIERCE 
'95,  '96  has  accepted  the 
position  of  Compliance 
Coordinator  in  Intercollegiate 
Athletics  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  Prior 
to  this  position,  she  was  an 
academic  counselor  for  stu- 
dent-athletes for  six  years.  She  is  married  to 
Bob  Pierce  '91,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Sarah,  4,  and  Drew,  1. 

CPT.  WILLIAM  M. 
WALLEY  '95  is  currently 
stationed  in  Najaf,  Iraq,  as 
Headquarters  Company 
Commander,  Task  Force 
198th  Armor.  Walley  is  also 
a  vice  president  of 
PriorityOne  Bank  in  Hattiesburg. 

JEFF    '96    and   SUSAN    BANKSTON    '96 

announce  the  birth  of  Justin  Robert  Bankston, 
born  June  4,  2005.  The  Bankstons  reside  in 
Tampa,  Fla. 

KIMBERLY  '96  and  SCOTT  BARNES   00 

announce  the  birth  of  twins  Jackson  Scott 
and  Sanders  Michael. 

STACY  DEES  '96  and  husband  David  Dees 
announce  the  birth  of  daughter  Morgan 
DeLana  Dees.  Morgan,  was  born  Jan.  18, 
2005. 

TRACY  DEGRAFFT  '96  and  T.J.  Graham  were 
married  April  9,  2005  in  Gulf  Shores,  Ala. 

WALT  DENTON  '96  and  his  wife,  Courtney 
announce  the  birth  of  Turner  Burns  Denton, 
born  June  2,  2005. 

Saint  Leo  University's  Academic  Affairs 
Committee  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  has 
approved   tenure   for  KEVIN   MATTHEW 


46 


THE  TALON 


CLASS 


KIEFFER  '96,  a  resident  of  Lutz,  Fla. 
Kieffer  is  a  nationally-certified  counselor 
and  serves  as  an  assistant  professor  of  psy- 
chology, student  advisor  and  psychology 
internship  coordinator. 

ANGELA  MOZINGO  '96  has  jointed 
Mozingo  Real  Estate  &  Auction  Inc.  in 
Gulfport,  where  she  will  specialize  in 
residential  and  commercial  sales  as  well 
as  auctions. 

JULIE  CAUDILL  ROBINSON  96  and 
JEREMY  CHAD  ROBINSON  '97  announce 
the  birth  of  Jeb  Rollin  Robinson,  born  May 
18,  2005. 

RYAN  97  and  JENNIFER  MOULEDOUS  '98 

announce  the  birth  of  Kate  Lauren  Mouledous. 

BRANDY  DEFORIO   PEREZ    97  and  her 

husband  MATFHEW  PEREZ  '98  announce 
the  birth  of  Jack  Henry  Perez,  born  Dec.  15, 
2004.   The  family  resides  in  Gulfport. 

SHELLEY    SCHRUFF      97 

was  honored  at  the  Gulf 
States  Association  of  Homes 
and  Services  for  the  Aging 
2005  Annual  Conference 
and  Exposition.  Schruff, 
who  has  been  employed  at 
the  Armed  Forces  Retirement  Home  in 
Gulfport  since  1997,  was  presented  the 
Caring  Hands  Award. 

CHAD  '98  and  EVELYN  DEVEN  BRITT  01 

were  married  Nov.  13,  2004.  Chad  recently 
received  the  salesperson  of  the  year  award  from 
Hawthorn  Pharmaceuticals  and  became  the 
first  inductee  into  the  Hawthorn  hall  of  fame  for 
having  more  than  $3  million  in  sales. 

TY  IRONS  '98,  '99  and 
TERRI  TURNAGE 

IRONS  '01  announce  the 
birth  of  Timothy  Andrew 
Irons,  born  March  20, 
2005.  Timothy  is  pictured 
at  the  Southern  Miss-Ole 
Miss  baseball  contest  in 
Jackson  on  April  19. 

JENNIFER  KEYS  LYNN  '98  announces  the 
birth  of  daughter  Maren  Arabella  Lynn,  born 
Oct.  20,  2004. 

KELLY  MCGILL  '98  has  transferred  to 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Police 
Department  in  New  Orleans  from  Virginia. 

RENEE  PITCHFORD  '98,  01  graduated 
magna  cum  laude  from  Mississippi  College 
on  May  6,  2005.  Pitchford  earned  a  spe- 
cialists degree  in  secondary  education  and 
will  begin  the  2005-06  school  year  as  a  sev- 
enth grade  language  arts  instructor  at  Inman 
Middle  School  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 


In  high  school,  Hank  Bounds  '91  was 
Mr.  Forrest  County  AHS,  an  honor  he 
earned  based  largely  on  his  popularity 
among  his  classmates. 

Today,  Hank  Bounds  holds  a  signifi- 
cantly more  important  title:  Mississippi's 
state  superintendent  of  education. 

Bounds,  38,  became  the  youngest 
state  superintendent  in  100  years  this 
month,  when  he  began  work  at  his  new 
position  in  Jackson.  He  succeeds  for- 
mer state  Superintendent  of  Education 
Henry  Johnson,  who  was  appointed  as 
an  undersecretary  to  Margaret  Spelling 
of  the  U.S.   Department  of  Education. 

Bounds'  work  includes  running  the  day-to-day  operations  of  the  state 
agency  with  152  public  school  districts  responsible  for  educating  nearly 
500,000  students. 

Bounds  recognizes  the  enormous  task  before  him,  but  also  sees  tre- 
mendous opportunity. 

"There  are  many  challenges  ahead,"  he  said.  "For  the  children,  they 
will  face  tests  to  measure  how  much  they  have  learned  and  how  much 
progress  they  are  making.  The  same  is  true  of  the  schools  and,  by  exten- 
sion, the  Mississippi  Department  of  Education.  Our  mission  is  to  help 
students  achieve,  and  we  will  base  our  decisions  in  all  matters  on  what 
is  best  for  them.  With  children  as  our  focus,  we  will  be  successful  and 
will  welcome  the  opportunity  to  demonstrate  our  achievements." 

Bounds  will  oversee  four  assistant  superintendents  and  a  total  of  20 
divisions,  and  is  responsible  to  the  state  board  of  education.  The  key 
to  success  will  be  working  together  he  says. 

"Everyone,  including  students,  teachers,  administrators,  parents,  and 
community  and  state  leaders,  must  collaborate  to  enable  our  schools 
and  our  students  to  reach  their  full  potential,"  Bounds  said.  "In  turn, 
we  will  all  benefit  from  the  rewards  of  our  efforts.  We  will  have  the  sat- 
isfaction of  seeing  our  students  succeed  and  become  happy,  productive 
adults.  The  businesses  in  Mississippi  will  have  a  strong  workforce  from 
which  to  draw.  With  better-educated  citizens,  our  communities  will 
flourish  and  enjoy  a  better  quality  of  life." 

Following  his  graduation  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
Bounds  became  a  teacher  at  Petal  and  Moss  Point  high  schools,  and 
then  was  hired  as  a  principal  at  FCAHS.  His  career  path  took  him  to 
Lumberton,  then  Pascagoula  public  schools,  where  he  became  superin- 
tendent. 

He  and  his  wife  Susan  '93,  have  two  children  Will,  4,  and  Caroline, 
15  months. 


JERALD  J.  BLACK  '99  has  started  as  an 
account  executive  with  the  Michael  & 
Partners  Public  Relations  Agency,  working 
primarily  with  technology  clients. 

JAIME    ISONHOOD    BLUSH    '99    and 

Derek  Blush  announce  the  birth  of  their 
first  daughter,  Marleigh  Paige  Blush,  born 
on  April  27,  2005,  at  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Jackson,  where  Jaime  is  nurse  manager  of 
the  Continence  Clinic.  Marleigh  weighed 
7  pounds,  3  ounces.  Derek  is  currently  a 
student  at  Hinds  Community  College.  The 
family  resides  in  Terry. 

BRIAN        DOUGLAS        MCLELLAND 

'99  married  Tara  Lynn  Carngee  of  Bay 
St.  Louis,  on  April  2,  2005,  in  Waveland. 


Brian  is  the  CEO  of  Millennium  Music 
and  the  Mississippi  manager  ot  C  6c  M 
Music  Center.  Tara  is  a  registered  nurse 
with  Forrest  General  Hospital.  The  couple 
resides  in  Hattiesbun? 


KRIS  BLACKLEDGE  '00  and  KARI 
NOYVELL-BLACKLEDGE  "00  announce  the 
birth  of  Kathryn  Ann  Blackledge,  born  March 
IS.  2005. 

LONNIE  BURNETT  '00  has  been  appointed 
associate  professor  of  historj  at  the  University 

of  Mobile  in  Mobile.  Ala.  Burnett  retired  from 
the  Mobile  Public  School  System  after  25 
years  ot  teaching. 
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JASON  COOLEY  '00,  '02  and  his  wife, 
JENNIFER  REHAGE  COOLEY  '02  have 
moved  to  Dallas,  Texas,  where  Jason  is 
employed  as  the  Operations  Analyst  for 
the  City  of  Arlington  Police  Department. 
In  May  Jennifer  graduated  cum  laude 
from  the  Washington  College  of  Law  at 
American  University  in  Washington,  DC. 

VERDELL  HAWKINS  '00  and  CHRISTINA 
WATTS  '01  were  married  on  April  16,  2005, 
and  reside  in  Biloxi. 

STACY  L.  SASSANO-REGAN  '00  married 
Sean  P.  Regan  on  Jan.  22,  2005. 

LAURA  MABRY  STOUT  '00  was  married 
April  30,  2005. 

MIKE  BRIDGES  '01  and  his  wife,  Lon, 
announce  the  birth  of  daughter  Kamryn 
Michelle  Bridges.  Kamryn  Michelle  was  born 
July  8,  2004,  weighing  six  pounds. 

CHRISTOPHER  JERMAINE  BROWN   01, 

'05  has  been  named  the  Mendian  School 
Districts  athletic  director. 

DANI  KENNEDY  '01  has  moved  to  Palm 
Springs,  Calif.,  where  she  teaches  high 
school  English. 

DR.  AMY  LUSTER  '01  has  graduated 
with  a  doctorate  in  physical  therapy 
from  the  University  of  St.  Augustine  for 
Health  Sciences  in  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Luster  is  now  living  and  working  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 

LUCY  SCHULTZE  '01  won  three  first-place 
awards  in  the  Louisiana-Mississippi  Associated 
Press  Managing  Editors  Association  awards 
competition.  Schultze,  who  is  employed  by 
The  Oxford  Eagle,  won  for  her  writing  in 
the  categories  of  Interpretive,  Lifestyles  and 


Business  in  the  competitions  Division  I. 
She  also  had  an  article,  "Hate  and  Hope  in 
Mississippi,"  published  in  the  June  edition  of 
Dance  Magazine. 

JOVANNA  L.  HART  '02,  '04  of  Jackson  has 
married  Steven  D.  Miller. 

THOMAS  KINNAIRD  '02  and  his  wife, 
Susan,  announce  the  birth  of  William  Reese 
Kinnaird,  born  February  20,  2005. 

ERIC  RYAN  SMITH  02  and  MEREDITH 
HOPE  STEGALL  '04  have  married  and 
reside  in  Boulder,  Colo.,  where  Ryan  is 
pursuing  a  doctoral  degree  in  chemistry, 
and  Meredith  is  a  school  library  media 
specialist  at  West  Lake  Middle  School  in 
Broomfield,  Colo. 

TIMOTHY  MATTHEW  SMITH    02,    03 

continues  working  in  college  athletics  as 
he  did  while  at  Southern  Miss.  Tim  is 
the  coordinator  of  Athletic  Facilities  and 
Event  Management  at  the  University  of 
North  Texas.  During  the  New  Orleans 
Bowl,  he  was  excited  to  visit  with  his  col- 
leagues from  the  Southern  Miss  athletic 
department. 

BENJAMIN  STEWART  '02  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  a  credit  analyst  at  Union  Planters  Banks 
Greater  Mississippi  division  in  Hattiesburg. 

KARRI   CHATHAM    03 

has  been  hired  as  an 
account  executive  at  Red 
Moon  Marketing,  a  com- 
pany specializing  in 
product  promotion, 
sponsorships,  event 
management,  interactive 

marketing  and  public  relations.    Chatham 

resides  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 


KIMBERLY  DAVIS  '03  has  been  promoted 
to  municipal  court  clerk  for  the  town  of 
Monticello. 

W.H.    DEYAMPORT   III 

'03  has  been  provisional- 
ly certified  as  a  family  life 
educator  by  the  National 
Council  on  Family 
Relations.  Full  certifica- 
tion will  be  awarded 
upon  receipt  of  two  years 
of  experience  in  family 
life  education.  Deyamport  is  married  to 
ELVIRA  G.  DEYAMPORT,  a  second  grade 
teacher  at  Earl  Travillion  Attendance  Center 
in  Hattiesburg. 

CHAD  R.  HARPER  '03  has  been  promoted 
from  assistant  restaurant  manager  to  assis- 
tant beverage  manager  at  the  Hilton  New 
Orleans  Riverside  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

BRANDI    SELENA    SHERMAN    HINTON 

'03  and  her  husband,  James  Evan  Hinton, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter  Jasmine 
Angelea  Hinton,  born  May  5,  2005. 

DEANA  SLABY  '03  was  selected  as  Moss 
Point  School  District's  Certified  Employee  of 
the  Month  for  December  2004.  She  works 
as  a  kindergarten  teacher  at  West  Elementary 
School.  Slaby  resides  in  Vancleave  with  her 
husband,  Mark,  and  daughter  Taylor. 

"Study  of  factors  affecting  the  attitudes  of  young 
female  students  toward  chemistry  at  the  high 
school  level,"  a  dissertation  by  SANTONIO 
BANYA  '04,  has  been  published  by  Dissertation, 
com  and  is  available  for  educators. 

Navy  Seaman  BRIAN  A.  BAUGHMAN  '04 

has  completed  U.S.  Navy  basic  training  at 
Recruit  Training  Command,  Great  Lakes,  111. 
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ASHLEY    ELIZABETH    CARTER     04    is 

attending  the  University  of  Saint  Augustine 
for  Health  Sciences  pursuing  a  doctoral 
degree  in  occupational  therapy. 

GARRETT    L.    JONES      04 

and  Jenna  Jones  announce 
the  birth  of  their  first  son 
Jackson  "Jack"  Foster  Jones. 
Jack  was  born  February   17, 

a — J 1   2005,     at     Wesley     Medical 

Center  in  Hattiesburg. 

JESSICA   NETTLES    '04   has 

been  hired  by  Zehnder 
Communications  Inc.  as  an 
account  coordinator.  In  her 
new  role,  Nettles  will  assist 
account  executives. 

JAMES  L.  NICHOLSON  II  '04  has  accepted 
a  position  as  budget  analyst  with  the  State  of 
Mississippi  Legislative  Budget  Office. 

JENNIFER  BURKETT  POLK  04  and  Jason 
Scott  Polk  were  married  Oct.  16,  2004. 

ASHLEY  DUNEWAR  '05  is  pursuing  a 
doctoral  degree  in  physical  therapy  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center. 

CARRY    GRAY     05    has 

been  named  as  a  2005 
recipient  of  the  William  E 
Winter  Law  Scholarship. 
Gray  of  Columbus,  was 
one  of  eight  award  winners 
selected  by  the  law  firm  of 
Watkms,  Ludlam,  Winter 
&  Stennis,  PA.  The  eight  award  winners  were 
university  or  college  seniors  from  Mississippi 
who  will  be  entering  law  school  in  2005. 

BRIAN  D.  USEFORGE  was  one  of  30  com- 
munity leaders  to  complete  the  seven-month 
training  program,  Leadership  Mississippi, 
sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Council's  M.B.  Swayze  Educational 
Foundation. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  extends 
sincere  sympathy  to  the  families  of  the  follow- 
ing alumni  and  friends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not 
exceed  40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing.) 

LILLIAN  B.  MOODY  '27  of  Hattiesburg  has 
died. 

REED  ROBERTS  MEADORS  40  died 
March  4,  2005. 

JULIA  SWAIM  '42  of  Elyna,  Ohio,  has 
died. 


Their  careers  are  as 
diverse  as  their  personali- 
ties, but  Nancy  '84,  Cathy 
'87  and  Susan  Steen  '91 
share  at  least  one  other 
common  denominator 
besides  being  sisters  -  all 
three  majored  in  speech 
communication  as  under- 
graduates at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi. 

They  agree  that  their 
speech  communication 
education  is  a  key  element 
of  their  success,  whether 
it's  Cathy  conducting  a  training  seminar  as  vice-president  on  premise  of  the 
luxury  wine  and  spirits  company  Moet  Hennessy  USA;  Nancy's  preparations 
to  conduct  cross-examinations  in  the  courtroom  as  a  Hattiesburg  attorney; 
or  Susan's  interactions  with  foreign  university  and  government  officials  and 
students  from  around  the  world  as  director  of  international  education  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Cathy  Steen  said  her  degree  in  speech  communication  helped  her  become 
a  better  speaker  and  writer  and  provided  her  with  skills  in  persuasion, 
negotiation  and  listening-  all  of  which  have  been  invaluable  to  her  as  a 
businesswoman,  she  said. 

She  also  learned  that  her  reality  was  not  necessarily  everyone  else's  real- 
ity, so  understanding  multiple  viewpoints  was  also  critical  for  her  to  be  a 
better  communicator,  an  understanding  she  gained  from  her  education  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Susan  Steen  agrees  with  her  sisters  that  a  speech  communication  degree 
is  a  versatile  education.  "It  helped  me  become  a  more  effective  communica- 
tor in  a  variety  of  intercultural  contexts,  from  interpersonal,  one-on-one 
encounters  to  small  groups  and  large  audiences,"  she  said. 

Nancy,  whose  legal  specialty  is  family  law,  said  her  work  involves  direct  com- 
munication with  her  clients  as  well  as  with  juries.  "What  I  learned  as  a  speech 
communication  major  helped  me  not  only  understand  about  and  empathize 
with  the  problems  my  clients  are  having  in  their  family  relationships,  but  it  also 
helps  when  I  make  a  presentation  in  the  courtroom,"  she  said. 


MILDRED  JOHNSON  '45  of  North  Augusta, 
S.C.,  has  died. 

JANE  HERRING  ROBERTS  '48  of  Leakesville 
has  died.  She  was  101. 

ORVILLE  W.  FOSHEE  '50  of  Lafayette,  La., 
died  March  5,  2005. 

NEVIE    ETHRIDGE    MCARTHUR    '50   of 

Hattiesburg  died  May  25,  2005.  McArthur 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Epsilon  Delta 
Chapter  of  Chi  Omega. 

JIMMY  CURTIS  BRASHIER  '54  of  Biloxi 
died  March  23,  2005. 

MILFORD    FRANKLIN    DOLLAR     54    of 

Houston,  Texas,  has  died. 

MARGARET  SKELLIE  ENNIS  '54  of  Long 
Beach  died  March  12,  2005. 

CM.    (LELA    DOUGLAS)  JONES    '54   of 

Waynesboro  died  February  25,  2005. 

EWELL  DALTON  SINGLETON  '54  of  West 

Monroe,  La.,  died  March  11,  2005. 


MARSHALL  EDWARDS  PROPST  JR.  "56  of 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  died  May  2,  2005.  He  was  80. 

ANGELA     IRENE     WALLACE     '56     of 

Hattiesburg  died  March  19,  2005. 

LIONEL    SELLIER   '57   of  Bay   St.   Louis, 

Miss.,  died  March  20.  2005. 

AVA  SMITH  PIGOTT  '58  died  March  18. 
2005,  in  Tylertown,  Miss. 

FLOYD  PREHODA  '59  of  Mobile.  Ala.,  died 
May  20.  2005. 

FANNIE  CLAY  DENSON  '62  of  Pearl  River, 
La.,  died  in  January  Denson  was  a  retired 
school  librarian. 

VIRGINIA   ROBERTSON    '62   of  Ellisville 

has  died 

RUTH  ISOBELL  STEVENS  '62  of  Quitman 
died  March  27.  2005. 

REV  JOHN  CHEEKS    o3  of  Pollack,  La., 

has  died. 
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High  School 
Names  Field  for 
Alumnus 

St.  Bernard  High  School, 
of  Chalmette,  La.,  has 
dedicated  its  baseball  field 
in  honor  of  the  schools 
first  baseball  coach,  John 
P.  "Johnny"  Brechtel  '63. 

On  March  12,  2005, 
during  a  doubleheader, 
the  St.  Bernard  High 
School  baseball  team  pre- 
sented Brechtel  with  an 
honorary  jersey  and  the 
game  ball.  Baseball  fans, 
local  legislators,  family  and  friends  of  Brechtel  attended  the 
day's  festivities,  including  a  special  dedication  reception 
prior  to  the  games. 

A  bronze  plaque,  which  signifies  the  dedication,  was 
also  presented  to  Brechtel  at  the  ceremony  and  it  has  been 
permanently  affixed  inside  the  stadium.  The  St.  Bernard 
Parish  Public  Schools  honored  Brechtel  with  the  dedication 
in  appreciation  for  his  years  of  outstanding  leadership  and 
service  as  an  administrator,  educator  and  coach  in  the  St. 
Bernard  Parish  Public  Schools. 

During  his  37-year  tenure  with  the  St.  Bernard  Parish 
School  System,  Brechtel  served  as  a  school  administrator 
and  assistant  principal,  in  addition  to  being  the  first  baseball 
coach  at  St.  Bernard  High  School. 

Ingram  Heads  Top 

Economic  Development  Organization 

Site  Selection  magazine  has  recognized  the  Greenwood- 
Leflore  Economic  Development  Foundation,  led  by  Robert 
Ingram  72,  as  one  of  the  "Top  10  Groups,  Honorable 
Mention"  of  2004.  The  honor  places  the  foundation  in  the 
top  20  of  more  than  15,000  economic  development  organiza- 
tions operating  in  the  United  States. 

"This  recognition  is  great  for  our  community  and  for  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  As  corporate  executives  from  around 
the  world  read  this  article,  it  will  demonstrate  that  the 
Greenwood  area  and  Mississippi  can  compete  with  anyone," 
said  Ingram,  the  executive  director  of  the  organization. 
"To  be  selected  one  of  the  20  best  economic  development 
organizations  in  the  United  States  speaks  volumes  about 
Mississippi's  potential  and  the  quality  of  economic  develop- 
ment efforts  in  the  state." 

After  a  banking  career  and  a  stint  as  mayor  of  McComb  in 
the  early  1980s,  Ingram  served  in  several  high-ranking  eco- 
nomic development  positions.  He  then  worked  as  assistant 
to  the  president  for  economic  development  at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi.  He  has  also  served  as  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Southern  Economic  Development  Council, 
an  organization  that  promotes  economic  and  community 
development  in  South  Mississippi. 

In  2004,  Greenwood-Leflore  County  recruited  and  helped 
locate  a  diverse  group  of  companies  operating  in  distribution, 


metalworking,  woodworking,  plastics/Tier  I  automotive,  and 
back-office/customer  service  fields,  as  well  as  assisted  in 
expansions  of  existing  companies  in  further  processing  of 
agricultural  products  and  in  metalworking. 

Jones  Receives  Top  Teaching  Award 

Although  the  students  Linda  Jones  74  instructs  are  generally 
short  in  stature,  the  Fairhope  (Ala.)  Elementary  School  teacher 
has  received  a  pretty  big  award  for  doing  her  job  well. 

Jones,  who  has  taught  at  Fairhope  Elementary  for  almost 
30  years,  received  the  nation's  top  award  for  math  and 
science  teachers  from  President  Bush  in  Washington.  The 
third-grade  teacher  was  selected  as  one  of  95  teachers 
nationwide  to  receive  the  2004  Presidential  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Mathematics  and  Science  Teaching.  The 
award  includes  a  $10,000  gift  from  the  National  Science 
Foundation  and  other  prizes. 

Bush  commended  Jones  and  the  other  teachers  "for 
embodying  excellence  in  teaching,  for  devotion  to  the  learn- 
ing needs  of  students  and  for  upholding  the  high  standards 
that  exemplify  American  education  at  its  finest." 

Jones  is  a  National  Board  Certified  teacher  and  was  Baldwin 
County's  Teacher  of  the  Year  in  2001. 

Tucker  Has  No  Intention  of  Slowing  Down 

Rev.  Butler  "Sonny"  Tucker  '60  has  won  a  national  champi- 
onship, been  an  executive  officer  to  Colin  Powell,  served  three 
tours  in  Vietnam,  and  has  no  intention  of  slowing  down. 

Tucker  was  born  in  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  in  1937.  He  played 
freshman  football  at  LSU  before  transferring  to  Southern  Miss, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  undefeated  1958  UPI  Small 
College  National  Championship  Team.  He  earned  a  bach- 
elor of  arts  degree  from  Mississippi  Southern  College  (now 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi),  and  a  master's  of 
public  administration  from  Mid-America  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  Tucker  attended  several  military  schools  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Foreign  Service  Institute  of  the  State 
Department  in  Washington,  D.C. 

He  was  an  infantry 
soldier  for  more  than 
20  years,  serving  in 
Vietnam  from  1964  to 
1966,  in  1969  and  in 
1970. 

Powell  wrote  about 
his  friendship  with 
Tucker  in  his  autobiog- 
raphy, "My  American 
Journey." 

Recently,  Rev.  Tucker, 
who  is  retired  from 
the  staff  at  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church  in 
Memphis,  traveled 
to  Georgia  from  his 
home  in  Germantown, 
Tenn.,  to  be  a  guest 
speaker  at  a  revival. 
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MIKE  MCWHORTER  '63  of  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.,  died  March  15,  2005. 

KENNETH  G.  MYERS  '63  of  Lulmg,  La.,  died 
February  22,  2005. 

DAVID  L.  SWANSON  '66  of  Champaign,  111., 
has  died. 

JAMES  "JIM"  CONLEY  EDWARDS  '67  of  Ethel 
died  May  24,  2005.  Edwards  was  a  retired  educator. 

GLADYCE  KING  BUSH  '69  of  Taylorsville  died 
April  10,  2005. 

CLAYTON  CHAPMAN  JR.  72  of  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.,  has  died. 

RONALD  O.  MCAFEE  72  of  Pace,  Fla.,  died 
Jan.  12,  2005. 

ELIZABETH  CARLTON  74  of  Natchez  has  died. 

IRMGARD  "IRMI"  WOLFE  76  of  Hattiesburg 
died  May  30,  2005. 

STEPHEN  EARLE  MASON  77  of  Arlington, 
Va.,  has  died. 

JANET  BAKER  MAPP  78  of  Brandon  has  died. 
Mapp  was  a  microbiologist  with  Mississippi 
State  University. 

LUCIOUS  ROBERSON  78  of  Biloxi  has  died. 


LEONARD 
ROBERSON    '81    has 

died. 

LEON     LAWRENCE 

JR.  '83  has  died. 

TINA    HALL    '87    of 

Hattiesburg  died  Jan. 
28,  2005. 

SUSAN  ARNOLD  '92 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
died  March  21,  2005. 

H.     PAUL     DANTIN 

of  Bristol,  Tenn.,  died 
March  14,  2005. 

THOMAS  M. 

DUNCAN  of  Canton 
died  May  16,  2005. 

NANCY  C.  HERRING 

of  Hattiesburg  died 
March  10,  2005. 

ALICE  DEAN  PURVIS 
JACKSON  of  Purvis 
died  July  6,  2005. 

H.     JASPER     LOVE 

of  Bay  St.  Louis  died 
March  4,  2005. 

LEONESE  PERSICHETTI  of  Lakewood,  Colo., 
has  died. 

WALTER  P.  SMITH  of  Carthage  died  March  28, 
2005. 


Martha  R.  Tatum 

Martha  R.  Tatum,  a  benefac- 
tor of  the  institution  since  1942, 
became  involved  with  the  arts 
department  when  her  daughter 
attended  Southern  Miss,  per- 
forming in  the  band  and  later 
receiving  a  degree  in  chorus, 
In  honor  of  Tatums  generous  contribu- 
tions, an  endowment  in  her  name,  the 
Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  Scholarship,  began 
in  1994  and  four  years  later  Southern  Miss 
honored  her  by  naming  the  largest  of  three 
theaters  in  the  new  theater  and  dance  build- 
ing, the  Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre. 

Tatum  was  also  a  former  board  member  of 
the  USM  Foundation. 

Tatum,  85,  died  at  her  residence  on  April 
14,  2005. 
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ootball  season  is  almost  here,  and  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  will  once  again  "Go  Gold!"  When  you  do,  make  sure  to  bring  along 
a  camera.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends  and  we  will  publish  them  in  future  editions  of  The  Talon  as  space  permits. 


Russ  and  Mike  Cloy  and  a  host  of 
Golden  Eagle  friends  and  fans  pose 
for  a  photo  with  the  Southern  Miss 
flag  in  Iraq. 

Cecil  Mills  '62,  center,  legislative 
liaison  for  the  Center  of  Higher 
Learning  at  NASA's  Stennis  Space 
Center  (SSC),  receives  the  prestigious 
Director's  Certificate  of  Appreciation 
from  NASA's  Glenn  Research  Center 
(Ohio)  Director  Dr.  Julian  M.  Earls, 
left,  and  SSC  Director  Adm.  Thomas 
Q.  Donaldson  V,  USN  (Ret.).  The 
Director's  Certificate  of  Appreciation 
recognizes  individuals  whose  merito- 
rious contributions  and  other  efforts 
aided  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
mission  or  goals  of  SSC. 

Emily  Walby  '72  and  David  Walby 
stopped  for  a  bite  to  eat  during  a 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
trip  to  Switzerland. 

Maj.  Michael  Honeycutt  '97,  Col. 
Charlie  Thornton  '71  and  Capt.  George 
W.  Vinzant  '95  show  Southern  Miss  is 
not  far  from  their  minds  even  as  they 
serve  the  United  States  in  Operation 
Iraqi  Freedom. 

Tim  Halman  '87  steps  on  stage  during 
the  Mobile  Chapter's  leadership  con- 
ference in  New  Orleans. 

While  serving  in  Iraq,  Russ  '82,  left, 
and  Mike  Cloy  '80,  took  time  to  pose 
with  their  Southern  Miss  flag. 

Michael  Hewes  '92  and  Kay  Koeppel 
Hewes  '90,  '92  spent  time  on  the  set 
of  "Good  Morning  America"  during  a 
recent  trip  to  New  York.  While  there, 
they  visited  with  Mississippi  native 
Robin  Roberts,  among  others. 

Col.  John  Chambliss  '82,  center,  has 
taken  command  of  the  16tn  Military 
Brigade  Airborne.  Among  his  first 
duties  was  to  prepare  for  a  visit  to  Fort 
Bragg,  N.C.,  by  President  George  Bush. 


*  For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013. 
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his  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association's  CARD.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.   By  presenting 

ither  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites* 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Classic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites  * 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  on  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

1S%  discount  on  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica  /  Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises  LLC  5%  discount  on  cabin  rental/10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 

$1.00  off  game  day  party  subs 

*     All  discounts  subject  to  ch: 

nee  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
[+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

Tiese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


ANSWERS 


1)  In  what  year  did  the  facility  open  its  doors? 

The  facility  opened  in  1912,  the  same  year  Mississippi  Normal  College 
(now  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi)  began  educating  students. 

2)  The  Ogletree  House  is  one  of  five  original  buildings  remaining  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Can  you  name  the  other  four? 

The  school's  original  five  buildings  were  College  Hall  (the  academic  building); 
Forrest  County  Hall  (men's  and  married  students'  dormitory);  Hattiesburg 
Hall  (women's  dormitory);  The  Industrial  Cottage  (training  laboratory  for 
home  management);  and  the  president's  home  (now  the  Ogletree  House). 

3)  The  Ogletree  House  was  home  to  five  of  the  institution's  presi- 
dents. Can  you  name  them? 

The  Ogletree  House  was  home  to  the  University's  first  five  presidents 
-  Joseph  Anderson  "Joe"  Cook,  Claude  Bennett,  Dr.  Jennings  Burton 
George,  Dr.  Robert  Cecil  Cook  and  Dr.  William  David  McCain. 
4)The  Ogletree  House  was  named  for  Powell  Ogletree,  who  led  the 
Alumni  Association  for  more  than  three  decades.  In  which  year 
was  the  alumni  house  dedicated  the  Ogletree  House? 
The  alumni  house  was  dedicated  on  November  7, 1987,  as  the  Ogletree 
House,  honoring  Powell's  34  years  of  service  to  the  institution.  Ogle- 
tree retired  October  31, 1987. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-52  3-0 1 24  and  request  operator  A225E 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organising  International  Excursions  For 

Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  tnps,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


DiplomaDisplay" 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  tohttp://w\nv.aia-insurance.com/Al.VSouthernMiss 
or  call  800-922-1245. 


MBHK 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specialty  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 
For  more  information,  go  to  wmv.diplomadisplay.com 
or  call  800-422-4100.  ' 

ESF 

EDUCATION  SfltVKB 
FOUNDATION 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Student  Loon  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  to  vvww.esfweb.cooVusm.htm 

or  call  866-542-80 ;  ; 


MBNA' 

Special  oiler  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni  and  friends1 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Simply  call  Soo-GET-MBNA  for  details 
about  the  costs  and  terms  ol  this  oiler  or  to  apply  lor 
the  credit  card. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

0|ficiiil  Southern  Miss  Ring. 

For  more  information  or  to  order,  call  Soo-RUFOUv  and 

ask  for  Deference  code  2315. 

SIMMER  200: 
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Covering  Condbs  afong  the  Mississippi  QuCf  Coast 

YOU  WONT  FIND  THIS  ABUNDANCE  OF 
AMENITIES  AT  ANY  OTHER  RESORT 

The  exciting  Bacaran  Bay  Casino  Resort  features  non-stop  entertainment,  dining 

for  every  taste,  shopping,  and  services  for  your  every  personal  comfort  and 

convenience.  Owners  and  their  guests  will  enjoy  access  to  all  of  the  resort's 

fabulous  amenities. 

*  75,000  sq.  ft.  Casino  *  Seven  Restaurants  *1 8,000  sq.  ft.  Spa  &  Salon 

*Fitness  Center  *Four  Acres  of  Pool  Decks  *Six  Movie  Theaters 

*40-lane  Bowling  Center  *4,000-seat  Entertainment  Venue 

*Arnold  Palmer  Signature  Golf  Course,  Palmer's  Run 

*Shopping  Esplanade  *Two  Wedding  Chapels  *Kids  Activity  Center 

The  Villas  at  Bacaran  Bay  Casino  Resort  are  redefining  the  term 

"luxury  lifestyle." 

Explore  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  condominiums...  just  log  onto 

www.bacaranbay.com  and  take  the  virtual  tour. 

Specifications  are  subject  to  architectural  and  other  revisions  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  developer,  builder  or  architect,  or  as  may  be  requested  by 
law  Illustrations  are  the  artists'  depictions  only  and  may  differ  from  the  completed  project  This  is  not  an  offer  to  sell,  or  solicitation  to  offers  to  buy 
the  condominium  units  in  states  where  such  offer  of  solicitation  cannot  be  made.  All  development  plans  are  in  formative  stages,  and  there  is  no 

COMMON  AREA  AMENITIES 

•  Resort-Style  Pool  with  ex- 
pansive pool  deck 

•  Parking  Garage  available  to 
all  residents  and  guests 

•  Elegantly  landscaped 
grounds  with  fresh  water 
ponds 

•  Common  Area  Spaces 
include: 

•  Meeting  Room/Kitchen 

•  Reception/Business  Center 

•  Club  Rooms 

•  Fitness  Centers 

•  Spacious  Patio  Areas 

•  Commercial  Space  in  both 
Towers 

•  23  Floors  and  29  Floors! 


CASINO  RtSOKT   ■ 


SURROUNDING  AREA 
AMENITIES 

Gulf  of  Mexico  Views 

40  miles  from  exciting  New  Orleans 

shopping,  nightlife  and  restaurants 

Minutes  from  Historic  Bay  St.  Louis 
Minutes  from  Championship  Golfing 
Minutes  from  area  Casinos 
Minutes  from  Buccaneer  State  Park 

Excellent  Saltwater  and  Fresh 
Fishing 

INTERIOR  UNIT  AMENITIES 

Carpet  and  Tile  Flooring 

Hard  surface  countertops 

Crown  Molding  in  select  areas 

10' ceilings  in  living  areas 

High  Quality  Fixtures 

Raised  Surface  Cabinetry  Package 

High  Quality  Appliance  Package 


<£*" 


Southern  Shore 

Our  other  featured  condominiums: 


Pass  Marianne  Condominiums 
Gulf  Gardens  Condominiums 
Legacy  Condominiums 


Island  Breeze  Condominums 
The  Villas  at  Pitcher  Point 
Gulf  Reach  Resort 


Coldwell  Banker  Alfonso  Realty  is  proud  to  be  part  of  the 

exciting  growth  taking  place  along  the  Coast.  We  believe  our 

sizable  condominium  inventory  offers  a 

property  that  will  include  amenities  to 

fit  your  needs  at  a  price  that  will  please 

any  buyer  or  investor.  Call  your  Condo 

Connection  Team  Member  at 

228-234-0111. 


COLDUJCLL 
BANtteRB 


ALFONSO 
REALTY,  INC. 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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